
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Prison closures: What happened to the sites? 
(https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/resources/prison-closures-can-community-benefit) 
 
 
 

Former Prison Location Date 
Closed 

Status Details 

HMP Ashwell Rutland March 2011 SOLD: Rutland County 
Council 

Planning permission granted - Oakham 
Enterprise Park 

HMP Lancaster Castle  Lancashire March 2011 Lease Handed Back: 
Duchy of Lancaster 

Open to the public as a visitor attraction 

HMP Latchmere House  London September 
2011 

SOLD: Berkeley Homes Planning permission granted for 73 
homes 

HMP Wellingborough  Northamptonshire December 
2012 

Not on the market Government pending planning 
application to rebuild prison  

HMP Bullwood Hall  Essex March 2013 SOLD: Harrow Estates Outline planning permission granted for 
up to 60 houses 

HMP Canterbury  Kent March 2013 SOLD: Canterbury Christ 
Church University 

Planning permission granted for 
museum, food village, student services 

HMP Gloucester Gloucestershire February 
2013 

SOLD: City & Country Pending planning application 

HMP Kingston Hampshire March 2013 SOLD: City & Country Planning permission granted for 230 
homes 

HMP Shepton Mallet  Somerset March 2013 SOLD: City & Country Planning granted for 146 homes, café 
and museum 

HMP Shrewsbury  Shropshire March 2013 SOLD: Trevor Osborne 
Property Group 

Planning permission rejected for student 
accommodation, flats, a gym and walled 
garden 

HMP Blundeston  Suffolk December 
2013 

SOLD: Badger Building Planning permission granted  for 144 
residential units, a care home, two shop 
units and 3 office buildings 

HMP Dorchester   Dorset December 
2013 

SOLD: City and Country Planning permission granted for 185 
homes 

HMP Northallerton  North Yorkshire December 
2013 

SOLD: Hambleton 
District Council 

Council currently looking for a 
developer partner 

HMP Camp Hill  Isle of Wight 2013 Not on the market Reserve capacity 

HMP Brockhill  Worcestershire September 
2011 

SOLD Planning permission granted for Crane 
Storage Yard for Ladybird Crane Hire Ltd 

HMYOI Reading Berkshire November 
2013 

No sale agreed Temporary planning permission granted 
for art exhibition 

HMP The Verne Dorset November 
2013 

RE-ROLED Re-roled as an Immigration Removal 
Centre 

HMP Morton Hall  Lincolnshire January 2011 RE-ROLED Re-roled as an Immigration Removal 
Centre 

HMP Holloway London June 2016 Not on the market  
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