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do-gooders and all. From time to 
time we give each other 
cause for laughter and, sometimes 
for blushing. We are all so busy 
unfolding the secrets of delin
quency that we ought not to mind 
too much when the process is 
reversed. 

Tony Parker disclaims any 
qUllJification or ability to answer 
the question as to how the per
sonal qualities of his friend could 
find expression in society instead 
of against it. I hope it will not 
astonish him to learn that what 
is written in this book is not 
unfamiliar to members of the 
prison service, who are concerned 
with just this question. There are, 
fortunately, comparatively few 
criminals as professional 0 s 
• Robert Allerton': the majority 
who come to prison justify them
selves or otherwise state their 
needs. The courage which now 
supports • Robert Allerton' may not 
always sustain him. Crime as a 
profession has the disadvantage 
that success tends to diminish 
with continuing practice whilst 
the penalties of failure increase. 
The possibility is that when he 
comes to express a need for help 
he will have reachod a point where 
help is no longer possible. 

ALAN DAINTON. 

ROBBERY IN LONDON 
Cambridge Studies In Criminology Vol. XIV 

carried out by F. II. McClintock and 
Evelyn Gibson. 

Macmillan & Co. 168 pp. 30s. Od. 

TIlE CItIMINOLOOIST of tOUtlY, part
iculn,rly the man concerned with 
the cause o,nd treatment of de Iin-

quency, will find little in this 
concise and well-diagrammed study 
into Robbery in London, which 
will assist him toward diagnosis 
and care for those men who ma,y 
be committed for this pa.rticular 
offence, 

This volume, the result of pains
taking research and teasing out fro111 
a wide variety of sources of [',01110 
eighty-four separate fltctors, is a 
full examination of the offences of 
robbery committed in tho Metro
politan area in the years HHiO (Lnd 
W57, and during the first six 
months of 19GO ; this h(LS been car
ried out in an attempt to vieW 
this offence in its fuller pCI'spectivC' 
as a social and criminological 
problem. Indeed the magnitude of 
this pt'Oblem may shortly he seen 
in the figures llublished on 8th 
February, 19G2, when the Metro
politan Police Commissioner stated 
that the number of robberies in 
IJondon increas(~d by twenty-six 
per cent over the previous year; 
that in 19G1 robberies totalled 9G3, 
six times itS many (LS in WHH: 
there is however consolation in 
that New York City had seven 
times this figure for the corres
ponding period. 

The MeClintock/Gibson studY 
has been bltsetl on the cases known 
to tho police: in 1950, 2f:!7. in 1057, 
4G2, and 383 during tho first lU1H 
of WGO. The mounting graph hitS 
alrendy been noticed. Professol' 
Radzinowicz, in hh! preface, hMI 
pointed to tho climhing volUJlle of 
robbery with tho disconcerting fa.ct 
that tolln.y there are far mol'C 
unuctected robberies, with a com
mensurate fmancialrewn,l'Il for the 
skilled operator's: mOl'e rohbpries. 
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(seventy per cent of these crimes 
undetected) less convictions and 
1110re profit. In 1961, £618,000 were 
stolen in total and in nine per cent 
of these robberies more than £1,000 
~vas involved; in 1950 only eight 
Incidents concerned more than 
£1,000, and twenty-one in 1957. All 
these factors would suggest that 
the detection rate needs drastic re
examination; indeed this book 
should give much needed impetus 
to the new Police recruiting cam. 
paign announced by the Home 
Secretary. Crime, as 1\11'. Gordon 
lIaWkins of the Staff ,College once 
Proved so convincingly, obviously 
doos pay. 

This hook, then, seems far more 
concerned with rohberieA than 
robbers, and for this~: reviewer, 
1110re interested in the problems of 
diagnosis and cure of the criminal, 
it Would appear that factors were 
not clearly eXfi,mined which might 
give more knowledge to those 
concerned with the study and trefi,t-
111ent of delinquents. 

What is lefi,rnt of the robbers as 
individuals rather than as numbers 
in a Stitt is tical survey? In the 
factors teased out from the wide 
sources available to Mr. McClintock 
nnd Miss GibAon, a very general 
picture only is pl1inted; and indeed 
it must be mMe quite clefi,r that of 
the sl1mple examined, there were 
Sl1fficiently few to make any con
clusion very geneml indeed. Only 
a limited few are ever caught, the 
'll1ugS' who may not be typicfi,! 
robbers. 

The offenders examined seem to 
differ very little from the usual 

run of any prison popull1tion; 
unsettled, inadequate labourers. 
with a lack of any social stability. 
they seem to be men who have no 
conscience about crime in general. 
and robbery is just another charge 
in the calender. They need not 
necessarily be men of a violent 
disposition; it would seem there
fore that in many cases this is a. 
situational crime, rather than an 
emotionally motivated one. Any 
Member of Parliament seeking 
support that even the Irish bo 
bl1nned under the proposed Immi
gration Dill has ample ammunition 
in that an increltsing number or 
Irish immigrants are involved in 
this particular offence. It was a. 
surprise to note that the authors 
saw no apparent significant number 
of coloured men involved in this 
crime, men who would seem more 
prone to this act on account of their 
particular social and emotional 
problems in a strange and usually 
hostile ll1nd. Perhl1ps the only 
suggestion toward any interest in 
the social and emotional makeUl) 
of these criminals is in the state
ment that those born between 
1935 and 1942 were more prone to 
violence; even this factor however 
may well bear no positive correia
iton to the facts. 

It is the legal profession who 
seem to bave clel1rly appreciated 
the whole picture of the treatment 
of criminals; for they, unlike the 
workers in this study, are more 
concerned, and rightly so, with the 
treatment amI/or Jlunishment or 
the offender, rather than the 
offence. There was a d('cline bo
tween lOGO and 1957, in the 
severity of sentences, with few 
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men being given the maximum: 
in 1050 seventy-six per cent were 
committed for penal treatment, 
and only sixty-nine per cent in 1057, 
with an increase being noted since. 
But in all cases the judicature seem 
to have been justly concerned with 
the criminal: Society at last, 
though still inadequately, is accep
ting its duty toward criminals; all 
that is needed now is a form of 
penal treatment based on equally 
logical and mtional grounds. 

This volume is eminently read
able, and, as an introduction for 
Mle general public into crime 
and its makeup, is extremely valu
able; neat tables, succinct sum
marization of statistical evidence 
at ('ach chapter's end, with a broltd 
summitry of the picture. Yet to 
anyone who is concerned profes
sionally in the more practical fiel<l 
of criminology, be he • copper', 
, screw', or I beak', there is little 
which is new or even provoeative, 
with IL possible lead into a different 
line of action or of trOlttment. The 
police are told that they al'e 
achieving little sucecss; prison stail' 
are given to superficial pieture, 
statistieallyproven, of the men they 
aIr'eady handle, and the judicature 
is shown thltt it is fulfilling its 
prime requirement. 

This book then, for the re\ iewel' 
at least, has been It disappointment; 
the authors seem never to have 
gone far enough, nor deep enough, 
into the crucial and socially 
important considemtions aroused 
by this increl1sing use of violence 
in crime, at a time when the mass 
medilL arc being strongly cl'iticised 

for their dramatisl1tion of such 
phenomena. 

J. R. C. LEE 

CRIME AND JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY 

A Rational approach to Penal Problems. 
Sol Rubin. 

The Library of' Criminology, published 
under the auspices of the Institute for the 
Study and Treatment of Delinquency. 
Stevens & Sons. 35s. Od: 

lIE HAD BEEN in prison twice 
before and had previously broken 
his parole. lIe had now served his 
minimum sentence of three years 
for his 1l1test offence and the 
possibility was there of seven more 
years to serve before his mltXinllUU 

was completed. Ilis work record 
was good; he had been in" L " 
block on two occasions for bl'eaches 
of prison discipline; he had given 
six pints of blood during his prison 
stay. A pleading letter from his 
wife, confirmed that she would l11wo 
him back - .. his two children 
needed him" - but he had no 
specific plans for employment. He 
had reached only seventh gradO 
level in school, but had not volun
teered for schooling in the pri!;on. 
lIe was not an alcoholic. The 
detailed report was studied nnd 
scorcd; the ten minute interview 
with the prisoner WitS over und he 
hl1d stnted his case and answered 
questions. 

.. I suggest two years;" .. I hila 
thought three ... The two members 
of an American State Pltrole D0I11'd 
agreed tlmt the case should be 
reconsidered in two yen,rs' time, 
and within the next week the 
prisoner would bfl informed that 
his chances of parole were in sus-
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