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Profile of a Prison Population 

Sentence and Social Background of 890 Women 
in Holloway Prison, 1959/60. 

by 

~10YA \VOODSIDE 

],fall Ood jweserve tlte Oitl! of London, and make this place 

n. terror to evil doers. 

-IUI-!criptlon 011 the fouudation stone of Holloway, laid 1849. 

IN TITE YEAR 1852, thn IIouRe of 
COlT('ction Itt Holloway. d(,RcrihC'd 
hy Hom'y Mayhew l nA "a nohl(' 
building of the f'aAt('llated Gothi(' 
Rtylo" was eomplf'tC'll hy til£' City 
of London Corpomtion nt II COAt 
of £02.700. It WltA phtnnPll to 
Iweollllllotlntp 400 1l1'isOT\('n~ in 
Hingle ('(~J1s. 2HH mon ILn(i 112 

women awl jIlVPnilC's. Fifty YC'lLrA 
later. tho lIom;(' of COtTectioll. 
which Imcl 1>e('n enlrtl'ged. Wlt8 
converted into It F('mni(' PriAon. 
The l'emaining men wel'p tl'an8-
ferl'C'd to Brixton Pri80n. and all 
the women then in \VOl'lnwood 
Scruhs. a contingent of BOO to
gether with their' f(,lllalL' Rtafl. 
were moved to Holloway. On that 
first night of exclusively feminine 

occupation. October 24th. 11)02. 
820 women were locked up with
in its wnlls. 

At n.ll timeR !tnd in !til countries. 
women criminals are fower thall 
llH'n. Y (It inAt(lltd of their' slllltll('l' 
Ilnll more ll1anltgeablo numher!:! 
heing an incentive to research 
and to p('nological experiment, I 

they have larg('ly heen ignol'l,J· 
\Vootton~ haR point('d out the 
gnpR in Olll' knowl('dge about 
women ReI'ving lll'ison Rentence!:!, 
particularly in this country. Thc 
large-scale i llvestign,tions of 
Fernald" and the GlneckH4

• oll 

U.S, reformatory populationS. 
wel'e 11l1dertltken nearly ao yeltr~ : 

,6 

ago. Apart fl'OIll TJombroso E! 

historical t;U t'vey ILnd tho morc 

recent work of Pollak6
• female 



PRISON SEJRvtOEJ JOURNAt 

criminality as a special study has 
attracted little interest. There 
~re descriptive accounts of 'Women 
In prison by such observers as 
Size\ Banks·, and Pailthorpe9 

; 

no Survey comparable to that of 
nope 1'10 at \Vakefield has ever 
been done. The Criminal Statistics, 
which provide basic data, must by 
their nature remain impersonal. 
:Vhat follows is an attempt to 
Illumine some of the statistics 
from within. and to give a more 
detailed picture of a sample of 
women prisoners today. 

Definition of Material 
Holloway, with current accom

modation for 828 inmates, combines 
the functions of a local, regional 
training, und central prison, to
gether with a Borstal Recall Centre. 
and roceives all types of women 
Offenders_ The material of the 
P~'esent survey comprises all con
VIcted individual women who were 
sentonced during the twelve month 
Period June 1st. 11)50. to :May 31st. 
lOGO. No women re-admitted on a 
~ocond or subscquent ecntonce was 
Includeu. 

The total turnovor of the prison 

for the twel\"e month period was 
2.598. of which 890 or thirty-four 
pel' cent were sentenced indi\"iduals. 
Excluded from the survey were all 
prisoners on remand; temporary 
transfers (as for example. special 
psychiatric observ/l,tion); those 
released the same day or next by 
Order of Court; those paying a 
fine the same day or the next. (An 
arbitrary "cut-off" at forty-eight 
hours was imposed; those who paid 
after this time were included. This 
gl'OUP were mainly "habituals ','
the alcoholics. prostitutes. and an 
occasional debtor). Girls sentenced 
to Borstal training and Borstal 
recalls from Licence were excluded. 
as also II.M.P. patients sent to 
Broadmoor Hospital. 

All data were obtained from the 
Nominal Register. \Vhen items of 
information were missing. a search 
( not al ways successful) was made 
in the individual records. but the 
!:!DO records were not otherwise 
studied 

Courts from Which Sentenced 
Holloway Prison serves not only 

the County of London but eighteen 
Counties in Southern England. The 

TADLE I 

Courts from which sentenced, 1959/1960 

Court Number Per Cent 

London Courts ..... ...... ,,," 527 59 
Courts in Home Counties 

I I Bssex. Kent. Middx., Surrey) ..... ... " 177 20 
Other Courts in Holloway Catchment Area , 

(HautH., Derks., etc.) "'" "" .. ...... 164 I 18 
Courts elsewhere outRide C. Area ...... .. " .. I 22 I 3 

I 
! TOTAL: 

I 890 100 
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, majorityofprisoners are committed 
from Courts in the London area. 

T_he last category, transfers after 
sentence from more distant prisons 
such as Manchester, mainly con
sists of women with long-term or 
preventive detention sentences. 

of self-service stores multiplies the 
opportunity and the temptation to 
steal. Writing sixty-six years ago, 
long before these techniques of 
merchandising had been devised, 
Lombroso observed that" the huge 
shop, with its manifold and various 
seductions, betrays women into 

Nature of Offence crime ". What wonld he have said 
The total number of offences of the seductive emporiums of 

listed is greater than the number today? 
of individuals, since 153 women Frauds too have taken a differ-

,had more than on.e charge (and ent character. The Welfare state, 
several had more than two). Com- with its many cash benefits, offers 
mon examples of this were larceny new opportunity for fmud and 
and forgery, receivingandobtl1ining forgery to the thousands of women 
goode by false pretences, etc. holders of Family Allowance, Pen-

Larceny continues to be the sion, or National Assistance Books. 
predominant female crime (eighty Post Office Savings Books, alsO 
point three per cent of all indictable widely held, are another temptation 

TABLE II 

Indictable Offences. 1959/60 

Offence 

Larceny ...... " .. .. "., .. .... 
Frauds and False Pretences """ 

Violence Against the Person ..... 
Iteceiving ...... "," . " .. """ 

Breaking and Entering " .. " ...... 
Other OffenceFi ...... , .. ," "" .. 
Itobbel'Y ..... ",," .... " ...... 
Sexual Offences .... " .... " ...... 

offences hy femttles in Hlu!)) but 
has changed in character with the 
changes in industrial society. 
Domestic s('l'\'unts, It vanished rll,ce, 
no longer exist to steal from their 
employers; the .. expert pickpock
ets" of Mayhew'S day have given 
place to It regiment of expert shop
lifteJ's. The gl'owth in recent yean'! 

I~~ Per Cent --_.-
,,'" . ... " 847 55 , 
" ,. """ 

I 
167 26 

" .. ...... 
I, 

50 8 

. .... ...... 25 4 
I 20 8 .. , .... 

""" .... " I 17 a 
" .. " 6 1 

I 1 -...... ..... 

TO'l'AL: 
! 

633 100 

to dishonesty. In comparison to 
men offenders, the" white collttr" 
crime of the great majority of these 
women in Holloway is of a very 
minor nature, related to their 
domestic oxperienCle nnd, in the 
case of "false pretencers" their 
allegedly female traits of dissimuln,
tion Ilnd deceit. Crimes involving 
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real violence or gang participation excluded, likewise those who 
are comparatively few (the cate- promptly paid their fines. The 
gory" Violence Against the Person" actual proportions of this recidivist 
Table II above, included seven- groupwhereoffendersarefrequently 
teen cases of illegal abortion, a given the option of a fine, are much 
~ommon type of female crime). It higher. Some alcoholics,forexample, 
IS of interest to note that only one had from eleven to seventeen 
Cl\Se of attempted suicide was prison sentences within the t\velve
actually sentenced during the month period. The increased penal
twelve month period, compared to ties of the Street Offences Act, 
ten during the two years 1954 till which came into operation on 
1956 reported by Epps * 11. This August wth, 1959, were only 
indicates that Magistrates are becoming noticeable during the 
making more use of the mental second half of the survey. 
health services for these disturbed Although recidivist women 
women, and that the proposal for drinkers still present a large 
new legislation to remove attempted and discouraging problem in 
suicide from the list of offences IIoIloway 12, their numbers are 
had an eiied in advance of its indeed modest compared with 
adoption. half a century ago. The old 

'rhe figures shown for soliciting Nominal Registers for 1902. when 
and dl'Unkenness are a considerable total prison turnover was vnstly 
understatement since (for this greater than todny. show thnt out 
analysis) all re-admissions were of 2,623 receptions in Janultry and 

'l'ABLB III 

"Non-Indictable Offences. 1959/60 

OlIence I Number I Per Cent 

OlIences by ProRtitutes ..... I 170 I 55 " .... ...... ...... 
I 

Drunltenness 72 I 23 " .. , "" .. ..... , "", ..... 
! 

I 

DiRonlerly Behaviour (includes olJ~ccne I 
, 

language, obRtruct P,C., etc,) .... .... 25 , 8 
Cruelty to Ot' Neglect ot Children '''' ..... 10 I S I , 
'rl'affic Offences , 10 I 3 .... ,,," ." .. . "." ." ... I 

Offences v. Aliens Restr. Acts ...... i 9 
I 

3 ...... "'" 

Bl'othel Keeping .. . ... " .. " '''. ... ,' 8 S 
I 

Offences v. Vagrancy Acts ,,", ..... I 7 i 2 
Offences v. Revenue LawlI I 1 : -. " ... " .... . .... 

I 

Unlawful POBsession ... ..... ...... "" . I 1 -
TO'!'AL: 

! 
I 313 100 

t", 
-c'!l{lli' two year seriell compriRetl 100 cODRecutive admiRHionH. Ilillcty.follr on 
remand and Fllx already Rentenced. In the twelve 1Il0ntlHI 1903/04, 2f!8 attempte(l 

suicideR WCtO rOlJlandod to IIolloway. 
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February of that year, 1,622 or Civil Process is small (Prison 
sixty· two per cent were on charges Commissioners Report18

, HJ59, 
of drunkenness. This social change Appendix 8, Table IX ), nor do 
towards temperltnCe has been they figure largely in Holloway's 
pal'l111eled by a change in the populntion. 
treatment of children. Cruelty and The mnny sentences for debt 
neglect sufficient to incur a prison give cause for concern. These 
sentence are now rare (ten cases women are not calculating 
only in 1959/GO), but in the first imposters, running up bills for 
two months of 1902 thirty· eight goods and services which they 
women were sentenced for this, never intend to pay. They are, 
with an additional sixteen' found with a few excpptions, muddled 
.. drunk in charge of a child". housewives who have got in 

The Welfare State too has been tangles with hire.purchase 01' 

responsible for the disappearance other domestic commitment~. 
of begging in our time (fifty-eight often without their husband'S 
prison sentences for this offence knowledge. They may luwe 
in January/Febrllluy 1903). and resorted to fraud 01' to selling 
for the disappearance of those unpaid·for articles. in an attempt 
unfortunates stigmatised as to stave off the eventual day of 
.. Disorderly ( or Refractory) reckoning. Those with a large 
Pltuper" (eighlee~ sentences, family of children, trying to 
January/February 1908). Destitute manage on a marginal income, Me 
women no longer roam the streets: particularly liable to find thel1l
their snccessors occupy the bench£'s ,,;elves in difliculties. Here aro two 
of the National Assistance Board. msos fl'OIll ono morning'tj 
The seven convictions under the Heception Board at the prison. 
Vagrancy Acts in 1959/GO weI'£' lIlrs. A., sentence Revell days tor 
mainly elderly women .. tmmps " deht. lIas five chihhen at home, RayS 
who reCused to Itceept accommoda- her hushand works tor the G.P,O. 
tion in Heception Centres which lI[r.~. n., twenty·one daYR for debt 
the police would have arran god. (of forty-two pounds). Stands silently 

crying, shake A her head miserably 
Non-Criminal Prisoners when asked it slle'!! going to be able to 

Compared with men, the Pl'O- )lay otT any of the delJt. Is separate(l 
portion of women committed under from her husband, has five chlldl'en 

TADLE IV 

Civil Prisoners, 1959/60 
1------,------------------------------

Debtors 56 
Contempt of Coure 12 

l!'ol'feit Recognisance 6 
Default Surietles 3 

Non·compliance with Court Order 1 

TO'l'AL: 7H 
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aged nine years to eighteen months, 
and is again pregnant. 

In a third case, debt, fraud and folly 
are compounded: 

provided the offender has been of 
good behaviour. Furthermore. 
some of the short-sentence women 
pay their fine ana leave hefore the 
senten('c has been ('ompleted (nIl 
Lhose paying fines after forty-eight 
hours were included in the 
analysis ). 

M,.,~, C" Rentence twelve 1ll0nt,lIs 
for stealing washing machines, She 
obt~ined one fro III a saleslllan, got 
beluncl on her instalments, obtained 
another machine from elsewhere, sold 
the firRt one for twenty pounds to 
llleet her origiuI11 instalmontR. She 'Vomen offenders as 11 whole 
has eleven children, aged thirteen l'ecl'ive shorter sentences than 
years to three months, men ( Prison Commissioners 
For the record, it may be noted Repore", 1959, pp 19/20), and 

that eleven of the seventy-eight Holloway is called llPon to deal 
Civil Prisoners were members of with an enor1110US number of these 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarm- short-stay transients. As Table V 
ament-sisters in spirit of their shows, a quarter of the women 
Suffragette predecessors in in the sample stayed less than 
HOlloway fifty-six years ago. Hftec'll dttys; four fifths less than 

six months. The six months to two 
Length of Sentence years group, where training nnd 

The tiine spent in prison is less l'e-educntion can he C'ffective. 
thn.n would appear from Tttble V comprised only one-fifth of the 
below. This n.nalysis is based on entire sentenced population. 
mn.ximum sentences: in pt'I1ctice To present ways of thinking, a 
one thit'd is remitted on all non- maximum security pl'ison like 
civil sentences over 11 month Holloway is not a suitable !lllt('o 

TADLB V 

Length of Sentence, 890 Individual Women, 1959/60 

1 _______ R_c_lI_te_n_c_o _______ -~l;.:_-I Per Cent 

7 dltys and uuder .... , .... , " .... , 66} 163 I Hl 
14" " " ...... ...... .. ... ' , .. 97 I 

Over 14 days and up to 1 month " .. , I 
Over 1 month and up to 2 l110UthR .. .. 
Over 2 months and up to 3 months ...... I 
Over 3 months and np to 6 months .. ,' 

I Over 6 mouthi'! and up to 9 months .... " 
, Over 9 monthR and up to 1 year .... I 

Over 1 year and up to 2 yeuR 
Ovel' 2 yearFl and up to 3 Yf'al'f! 
Over 3 years and up to 4 Yfal's 
Over 4 years and up to 5 years 
Over 5 years and up to 7 y£'ars 
Over 7 yeal'f! and np to 10 years 

TOTAL 

173} 117 ._'\ 132 ",J, 

131 

~n93 
51}70 
19 

6 

1 

~}5 

62 

10 

8 

1 

1 

--------'----1 
890 I 100 
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for these petty offenders with 
seven and fourteen day sentences. 
Apart from debtors and contempt 
'of court cases, the short-sentence 
women are the flotsam and jetsam 
of society-alcoholics, vagmnts, 
prostitutes, the homeless, etc. 
Many are mentally subnormal or 
mentally ill. The prison can do 
little for them other than providing 
food and shelter and ft minimum 
of medical care; nor does the 
sentence have a deterrent effect 
as the high mte of recidivism 
shows ( Woodside, op. cit.). 

Although we may deplore the 
position today, a look back over 
Holloway's history> shows the 
change that has taken pIlLee in 
sentencing policy since the begin
ning of the century_ For example, 
during the month of January 1003, 
when 1,HG3 women w~re admitted 
to the prison, 884 Qt' more than 
half had sentene'es of fourteen 
days 01' less .... Of these, HOB WP1'O 

for seven days, 240 for five daylol, 
and seventy-fivo fot' tht'eo dttys, 
215, or sixteen pel' {lent were fOl' 

one month. At the upper end of 
the scale, only thirty women had 
sentences of six months and over 
( twenty of the thirty were for six 
months). Prison in those dttys 
can have differed little from the 
workhouse casual ward; and the 
task of the clerical staff, tran
scribing all this coming and going, 
must have been immense. 
Age 

l\tiddle-nged women from forty 
to forty-nine contribute the largest 
group to the female prison popu
lation (Prison Commissioners 
Hepore", 1050, Appendix 8), They 
are closely followed by women of 
thirty-five to thirty-nine, with an 
earlier peak at twenty-one to 
twenty-fonr, The Holloway sample 
shows a similar distribution. 

The ftrst three groups contain a. 
large numLer of young prostitutes; 
housewives, mainly dishonest, 
pl'euominnte in the miuuIe three 
groups (more thltn half of 
Holloway'S population) ; nnd some 
fifty old-uge pensioners bring up 
the reM. This wide range of nges 

• N(l flentence WM l'ecol'lled in 1.~5 caRmi, 

TAllLB VI 

Age Groups, 890 Individual Women, 1959/60 

Age Number I Per Cent ,-----
17 and nnder 21 , " ...... 70} ! 21 and nnder 2,~ .... .. .. "'" 162 320 37 
25 Hnd ullder ao .... I 97 
80 and nn(ler 40 , ! 214}403 44 40 and under 50 '"'' , , I H!9 
50 and Ul](ler 60 , ... '" 

1 105 12 
60 and under 70 '" I 34 I) , , 

70 and over • I 19 i 2 , , 

I -----
TOTAL: 

I 
HOO I 100 

... InclndcfI 2 over AO and 1 of 78 
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and interests, all within one 
institution, ma,kes it extraordi
ll}),rily difficult to plan any 
cOmprehensive pt'Ogntmme of 
rehabilitation. 

Marital Status 
The findings in this and several 

follOwing sections must be inter
Preted with caution. IJcgai awl 
administrative data arc carefully 
chE'cked and scrutiniRecl before 
entry in the Nominal Register; 

may be tired or harassed, with a 
long queue of new admissions still 
to book in). These difficulties 
must be mentioned though they 
only apply to It small proportion: 
thE' over-all picture derived from 
the Nominal Register is hron.dly 
correct. 

As one would expect from the 
ago distribution of the group 
(Table VI) almost three-quarters 
of the women Itl'e or have been 
ll11trried. The number of "sepal'-

TADLE VII 

Marital Status, 81)0 Individual Women, 1959/60 

- Status 
--

Mal'l'ied .... 
Slngltl 

"" ," " 

Widowed " .. .... , " , 

Divorced ..... , , ...... 
Separated , ..... 
Not known/not statol! .... 

SOciltI data, unchecked, is trans
Ct'ibed from the information 
Riven by the woman herself 
on n.rrivnl at the prison. Cil'cum
stn.nces then are not al ways 
Propitious for communication: it 
nln.y he late in the o\'ening, ufter 
~ long day in COHrt 01' tmnflf('r 
1'01ll an ontIyin~ arel1. \Vomen 

al'e tired, may he cross or tearful, 
Rllffel'ing It .. hang-ov('l' ", in It" so 
What" mood (especially prostitutes, 
alCoholics, other habitnn.ls). They 
~n,y bo disinclined or too upset to 
~,lVe complete Itnd ac('urate pur
l!~cUII~l'p. Some may not even spenk 
t~n~hsh. Heceptions Onicers do 

lell' h.'st (hut they themaelvps 

I Number I Per Cent 

:~;-I 50 

'" I 2(\2 I 29 

.,,,, 7:i R 

...... 5/l 6 

" 1i2 6 
I 4 1 " I 
I 

TOTAL: I 89U I 100 

ntpd" is likely to be an unclet'state
lllent: women lllay say" Il\ltrried " 
on Itdmission when in fa,ct they lire 
living apart from their spouse. 
Thofle cO}IiI.biting 111so tend to say 
Ii married" ; further error is 
intl'Otiu('cd hy differing statements 
on diffel'('nt admissions. Such dis
cl'epaneies, confirmed by otlwl' 
prison sources, were noted in tho 
study of one recidivist group 
(Woodside; op.cit.). They apply, 
though in leaRer d('gr('(>, to stnte
ments of religious pel'sul1sion. 

Birthplace 
Published datn, on the ('ountry 

of origin of prison population, mnle 
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or female are not available*. This 
item for technical reasons, was not 
computed in the \Vakefield survey 
(Bop('r, personal communication); 
and the analyses of birthplace of 
DOl'stal boys are not of a eompar
able population (Mannheim and 
\Vilkins14; Rose16 ). 

immigrants, it is of interest that 
only seven \Vest Indian women 
were in the sample. The category 
of Foreign Dorn included a number 
of girls who had contravened 
the Aliens RegUlations and were 
reeammended for deportation. 

It seems that the TJondon·horn Religious Registration 
are comparatively Jaw-ahiding and On arrivnl nt the prison, every 
immigrants greatly at risk. A fifth woman is asked to state her 
of this prison sltlnple comes fl'om religion, and what she says is 
('ountries elsewhere, the largest recorded in the Register. It is not 
eontingent heing that of Eil'e- possible here to Itssess the degree 
nine pel' centt. In view of the of interest (or disinterest) in the 
allegations malle about the anti- religion professed, nor to ascertain 
social l)('}uwioul' of West Indian the number (certainly small) of 

TABLE VIII 

Birthplace, 890 Individual Women, 1959/60 

Plat'e 

London '''' 
IIome Counties 

Number I Per Cent 

261 
142 

30 
16 

Rest of Englanl1 (Inc1I1Ilc>I Challnel 
I>llaIHls, I>lle of Man) "", 244 

80 
6il 

28 

10 
21) 

27 

27 

9 
8 

3 

1 
3 

3 

mre .... , ...... ...... ...... " .... 
Scotlam1 ... " " .. ''', .. " .. " 
Wale>l .... " , 

N al'thcl'll I relalll1 ...... .. 
Bl'itlflh Commollwealth , , .... 
Foreign Born " "". ",. 

Not known/not >ltatell , , 
'" 

• The >ltully by l\IcClIntoc\, and OlhHon. 
" Rohbery in London" hall not heen 
pnhllHhell when thlH paper was 
written. They found 15% of ofTcI1I1e1'>I 
wel'e horn in Ireland. 

t The llositlon appears to have heen the 
sallle 100 yeaI'M ago. Henry Mayhew 
who attended a service 111 Holloway 
prison chapel III IA6l, conjectured that 
"many of the lumates, frol1l their 
aI'chell ercbrowR and peculiar featnre>l. 
Were at 1llhol'ulan ex tractloll " . 

'''''' 

'" 

'" 

", 

'"'' 

...... 
"'''' I __ li _____ - __ 

TOTAL: 890 I 100 

those who decide to change their 
profesRion on different ndmissions 
to prison. (This change does not 
imply conversion: it is nsuaIly 
80me secular 1'('ason of fancied 
advantage.) One'e in prison. everY
one is expectell to attend on£' 
religious 8et'vice Pitch week nnlesi! 
they ohtain spceiaJ permi8sion not 
to flO. 
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Despite the limitations of these demonstrated against nuclear 
findings, it seems desirable to armament. 
record them for comparison with Occupation 
?ther studies of religious affiliation As all previous studies have 
~~ delinquent populations. Fernald, shown, the poor, the unskilled, the 

e Gluecks. MllDnheim and unstable and the handicapped, 
Wilkins, all found an excess of make up the great bulk of any 
nOlllan Catholics; a similar excess female prison population. T.Jacking 
ItP~ears in the Holloway sample. opportunity for training, or ability rhlS is related to place of birth to profit therehy, the occupations 
Table VIII): Irish (and to some these offenders follow are mostly 

?xtent Scottish) Roman Catholic of It lowly order This is seen to b~ 
Immigrants to this country, lacking so in Holloway, among those for 
roots Rnd often in relative poverty, whom an occupation had been 

TABLE IX 

Religious Registration, 890 Individual Women, 1959/60 

-
Hellglon I Number Per Cent -

Church of Englanil (inclmles ' Protestant' 
(4), ' Anglo-Catholic' (3)) .... .. .... ...... 532 60 

Roman Catholic ..... , ...... . ... , ... .. " 250 28 
ChUrch of Scotland .. ," .. " ... ...... 19 2 
Church of Irelan(l . . .... .. ''0' 1 -
Noncomformist (includes Methodb;t (17), 

BaIltlRt (13), Preshytel'ian ( 4)) ...... ..... 36 4 
Quaker 

" ...... .. . 10 1 
JeWish 

iJ" 
Ralvatlon A~~';y ..... "..... .. .. ' :::" :: . 
BVangelist (1): PelltecoRtal (2). Dnivel'sal (1) 
SIlll'ltualist '" 

Hindu .... 
Nil/no l'ellglo11 ...... ...... .. .... 

'-' 

~ro moro likely to drift into' crime 
lltn their settled neighhoUl's. 

fl Anoth(lr similarity with the 
lnllings of ot1lel' investigators is 

;ho Very smn.ll number of Jewish 
(elinquents in Holloway. The 
nlllnber of Quakers ( 10 ) may 
~DD('l\r surpising; it WitS swollen 
(y civil disobecli~nco prisoners 
"fn.Uliliar}y known in prilwn ItS 

tho atom bomb girls to ) who had 

2 
. .. ...... 
. " ..... 

"" . """ I 26 3 
l I 

TOTAL: I 890 I 100 

stated: IlJthough previous employ
ment (~ould not be ascertained for 
the numerous '. Housewives to re
corded. prison experien('e suggests 
that their social background is 
similar to the rest of the sample. 

Those w 110 said they had no 
occupation were usually girls sen
tenced for soliciting: there wero 
also 11 few young ex-borstn,l girls 
who hltd never helll a job. Domestic 
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work was casual or institutional: by poverty and delinquency, is 
none of the seventy-seyen were in revealingly shown by a look at the 
private service. "Housekeepers" occupations recorde(l for January 
and "Hostesses" were a dubious 1003. (Occupational distribution 
category,likewise the large number in Rubsequent months was much 
of Waitresses (this appears to be the same ). 
the intermittent occupation or Some of these occupations, e.g. 
" cover" adopted by many con- Hawkers, haye now disappeared; 
victed prostitutes). others, such as laundry workers, 

Although the employment have dwindled away (what count-
experi('nce of this present less back-breaking hours, bent over 
Holloway sample is limited and steaming washtubs, this legion of 

TABLE X 

Occupational Groups, 890 Individual Women, 1959/60 

-
Number 

IIotel, Canteen j),nd Cafe Workers 
(including" catering", cooks, barmaids, and 

waltreHHeH (56)) ". ''' .. .. " 130 
DOIllCl'!tlc worl. (Including cleaners) .. 77 
'Varkel'S In factories ..... ..... .... ." ... " .. " 74 
Clerical and Office 'Vorl{ers 

(Including telephonists) " .. " ...... .. .... . .... 61 
'Vol'lcers In shops ..... " ... .., .. ... ". .... .. . 31 
NUl'Hlng (including trained, aSlilstant, chlldrens) " .. 26 
'Vorkersln Entel'talmnellt Indm!try 

( Including hosteHHeH, slngCl's) .. , .. , .. , ...... , .... 21 
Dl'eRIUnaklng/lIaird l'eRslng (and other 

perRonal Rervlce ) .. .... , ..... "" 
,.,,, . 16 

IIollHolwepers ... ". .. , .. , " .. ...... 16 
Laundry workel's (Including warl1l11aldH/orderJie!!) ...... 

I 
12 

ProtCf!lilonal occupation!! (other than nm'Hlng, 
Inclulllng teachers) ..... ...... ...... ...... .. .. 

I 
7 

MIHccllaneouR (mainly unf!ldllod) .... " ."., . .. " 45 

li16 
lIotlHewiveH ... , .. . ... "'''' 300 
Nil "'" ..... .. " . ..... 57 
O.A. Pellf!loncrs ...... " ... ' ...... 14 
Not lmown/not stated .... , ..... 3 

, TOTAL: 890 

unbalancml, there is evidence of 
gl'eat advance compared with lL 

generation ago. The change which 
has taken place in the condition of 
women, even in those singled out 

women must have spent) ... Char
ring" too has ueen transmuteJ 
with the years: women willing to 
do this work are either Cleaners 011 
n. regula.r wage or sought-after 
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Daily Help. Not n single office lated hours in deplorable condi· 
Worker or shop assistant was among tions (sllch as the" sweRt shops" 
the 1,3G2 prisoners in 1903, com· of the East End clothing trade), 
pared to ninety-two in 1959/GO. We without security for illness or 
may note that nine women admit- unemployment, should seek to blot 
ted to earning their living by out their cares in drink. 
prostitution: such frankness is not Social Class 
met with at Receptions today, even The assignment of social class 

TADLE XI 

Occupation Groups, 1,363 Women, Holloway. January 1903 

Number 

Laundry, 'Vasherwomcn, il'oners (52) .... .... 302 
Charring .... .... u •• "H 

Hawkers .... .... .... .... 
DresFlmaldng, othcr nee<Ue trades 
Servants .... .... .... .... 
Fl1ctOl'Y workers, machinists .... 
Cooks .... .... .... .... .... 
Waitt'DsElDEI .... .... . ... .... 
Prostitutes .... ... , .... .... 
Barmaids .... . ... .... 
lIouRekeel1ers .... .... .... 
Plold Workels .... . ... .... 
ActresRCs .... . ... .... .... 
Miscellaneous ( mainly unRJdllo<l) 

Nil/no work 
Not stato<l 

among prostitutes with repcn.tcll 
~onvictions, Unfortunn.tely, thero 
IS no way of discoYE'ring ho\v mnny 
of those listed as having No \Vork 
C~lliu Le equated with the House
~VIV~s ot' lOGD/CO. The old Nominal 
leglster does not r(>cord maritltI 

status, and tIle description" hOllse
\vir " . e must be n. modern usn,ge 
iInc(I it does not nppear in Uloa. 
t n gencml, it is easy to see why 
h~se women flfty-nine years ago, 

dOIng ill-paid work for long unregu-

.. .. .... .... 258 

. ... .... . ... 152 

.... .... .... 118 

.... .... . ... 92 

. ... .... . ... 77 

. ... .. .. .... 36 

.... .. .. .... 9 

.... .. .. .... 9 

.... . ... .... 7 

.... m_ .... 7 

. ... .. .. .... 7 
.... ." .. .. 5 
.... .... .... 24 

1,103 
.... .... . ... 247 
Un .... .... 13 

TOTAL: 1,363 

for any population containing 
married women is bonnd to be 
11 n~atisfactory and incomplete 
(data on husLand's occupation is 
rarelr if ever nvrdlablc), and in 
IIollowll,y, II. further subtrl"Lction 
has to Le lUnue of the single women 
who said they 11l"Ld no occupation. 
For these reasons, it has only been 
possible to analyse tho socinl class 
distribution for approximn,tely two
thirds of the sample. As already 
noted in reln.tion to employment 



ss t>RISON Sl;lRVICE JOURNAL 

(p.SS) the remaining third are characteristic: .of other upper-class 
unlikely to differ in any significant offenders in Hollowayal'e embezzle
way, The classifications used in ment, false pretences, debt ana 
Table XII are those of the contempt of Court. Eccentric 
Registrar General. isolates may find themselves in 

This analysis errs if at all on the trouble with the law; so too mns 
generous side: the benefit of donbt high-principled pacifists. 
was given (for example) to women Previous Convictions 
listed as Nurses who may in fact AprisonsentenceooesnotuSlll1l1y 
have been assistant nurses 01' even follow It first offence unless the 
nursing orderlies (both lower clas- charge is 11 serious one, e.g. man
sifications). The group in Social slaughter, assault, fraud involving 

TABLE XII 

Social Class, 890 Women, Holloway, 1959/60 

-- I -
i Greater London CIa'!>! I Number Per Cent ()eu>!u14 1951· ------
~ 

I :l .6 4.9 
II 'J.7 fLO Hl.(l 

III 22H 4:2.2 I 54.7 
IV 1:19 I 25.7 10.7 

V 12,~ I 2:1.1 i 1:1.1 
I 

Hctil'(lcl 15 
I 

2.H I -
Stllll::mts a .6 

I 

I i 
-

, 

Total Known 
, 

540 100.0 

I 

)00.0 

I I 
Not Known 350 I 

TO'fAI. : , HDO 
I 

I 
I I I 

• l\lale14 oVflr JII oldv 

Class III is inflated by the inclusion 
of "cluh hostesses" Itml the largC' 
numher of wltitresHcs (fifty-six). 
Though they must be so assigned, 
this status, in the pdson setting, 
is It misleading one, 

Of the thirty ,,"Ol11£'n in Social 
ClitsRes I and II, a numbet' werc 
mentltlly disturbed, alcholic, or 
addictC'd to drugs, In 1ll0l'C' fortunate 
circuJllstltne('s, theit, hclmvioul' 
wouM hfWC! led to psyehiatrie trC'nt
ment in hospital or institution, 
l'ather than to prison, OlTcnc()s 

largo sums, etc, The greater part of 
the prison populution will there' 
fore he found to have (,Itrliel' 

I1cquaintltnCe with crime, de'Lli 
with then by flnes, probation [tnt 
occasionally conditional dischltt'ge. 
In 1050, the proportion ofnlI won1Cn 

received under sentenee into prison 
with no previous proved offences 
( other thnn fJiquor' fJaw offences) 
WltR thirty-two pet· ('ent; sixtY-, 
eight per ('cnt Illtd hl'l'n previoUfM• 
eonvic,ted, (Prison Commission('fS 

Hcpol't, 105D, p,45 ), \Vhen we eXILIll' 
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ine the Holloway sample a. similar 
distribution appears even though 
nil types of offences are included~', 
Only 285 women (thirty-two per 
cent) had no previolls convictions 
l'('corded in the Nominal R('gister, 
against G05 who had (sixty-eight 
PI)r cent). 

A Eltudy of the figurcs reveltls the 
Rad incfficacy of existing penal 
nlethouR in reforming a minority 
recidivist gl'OUp. These women, 
l11ainly alcoholics, pl'osti tu tes, petty 
thie\"es (01' n combination of all 
tht'ep) have run the galllut of 
Bltnet,ions pcrhaps from Dorstltl on, 
sC('mingly lInnffected in their anti
SOcial Cltl'eel's. Here are some 
examples taken at randolll from the 
negister: ' 

14 tlncR, 9 imprh-ionmcnt, 2 prohation ; 
97 tlneH, 2HmpriHonment, lllrobation ; 
1)9 tineR, 27 imprh;onment,1S pl'ohation; 
lit! ftnl'R, 3:3 illlpl'ir,ollment, 6 pl'Ohaticn; 
1llol'Htal training, 3 prohatlon, 20 Hue!!, 
l.~ imprisonment (age 36 ) ; Ii prohation, 
llllental hORpltaJ, lil tines, 4 irnpriilon· 
lncut. (age 32) 

One woman. an eluerly alcoholic, 
lUtd the astonishing total of e>IS 
fines !lnd G5 priilon sentences on 
her record. For hahituals like this, 
Holloway is It fnmililtl' haven, 
It!tnost the only homo they know, 
Ofncel's ttl'e greetl'd aA old friends, 
cet'tltin duties (such ItS \Ving 
Clcltner) are claimed ItS by right,anll 
disapPointment expressed if the 
faVOurite cell is not ltIlocn,t£'u. 
l'ransfer to Open Prison 

There 0,1'0 now three llllOlIIlUlll 

seCurity prisons for women, Hill 
~!I\ll in Essex, Asldmlll Gmngo in 
.torkshil'e, and the l'('cently-opcncu 
---~--------------------------·l'he NOIlllnal Hegh;ter docs not di;;tiu, 

gllish hetwecn different types of 
l)l'eviollS on'cnce, 

( November 1960) Moor Court in 
Staffordshire. All prisoners with a 
" Stu,r" cJassifica.tion, i.e. those 
serving their first sentence. are 
eligible for transfer: in addition. 
n number of recidivist women 
prisoners thought suitable for 
training in open conditions have 
also been tmnsfl'rred. For the past 
two and half yeal'S. women who 
have reached the thil'll stage of a 
Preventive Detention sentence 
have been sent to Askham under 
the Hostel scheme. which if! work
ing very satisfactol'ily there. 
.. Stnrs" selected f!'Olll Holloway 
have gone mainly to lIill Hall, as 
and when places are In'aDnb}£', 

In practice, a number of (lX

clusions {we made: the grossly 
physieltlIy unfit n,nd the mentnJly 
unstable; wonwn who I\re in 
advnnced IH'egnancy or under 
tl'eatmcnt for vencreal disen,se; 
women jndgell likely to ahscond. 
Habitual prostitutes are not sent. 
nor women convictC'd of bl'othel
keeping. IJength of sentellC'e is not 
a factor in selection: It woman may 
go if she has only n few weeks to 
s£'rve. The ovel',dding principle. so 
fltt' as possible, is to avoid contnm
inlLtion 01' c01'l'uptioll by known 
hfu'dened ol1endel's, 

Of the SUO women in the HMO/GO 
sample, 171 01' nineteen pel' cent 
were tmnsferl'ed to open prison 
( IG9 to Hill Hltll , 2 to Asklmm p. 
The nmin prison, with its most 
hopeful 1\l1tterinJ thus "creamed 
011"·. is left with l'ejeets and recid, 

• A total of twenty-two women went to 
Ato\ldlltU1 frolll Holloway during the 
twelve mouth pOrioll. The ot,her 
twenty hall heen Rentencoll hefOio the 
Hurv('y hf'gltn. 
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ivists and required to frame a 
training programme suited to their 
needs. Contrary to what might be 
supposed, .. Stars" are not always 
enthusiastic over the prospect of 
transfer. Some dislike the ndded 
responsibility of open conditions, 
or fear they may be tempted to 
run away. Many dislike sleeping in 
dormitories and would prefer the 
privacy of a prison cell. Some, 
while awaiting their place, get 
settled on the First Offenders' 
Wing, make their friends, don't 
want to move again. Others fear 
that relatives will not make the 
extrn. effort to visit at a distance. 
.. \Vomen nre not very fond of 
change" wns the :yerdict of the 
experienoell Assistant Governor 
who has frequently to denl with 
this reluctanoe when she breaks 
the news of the move. 

Comment 
PriRons, unliko hospitals, cannot 

chooRe whom they will admit or 
whom they will send elsewhere, 
Nor, ngain pnlike hospitals, can 
they decide the length of stay. All 
who come from the Courts to 
Hollowny must be received: old 
and young, sick and well, tha bright 
and the dull, women who nre preg
nltnt or with infants in nrms, the 
pAychopathic, p8ychotic 01' normnl. 
They may he flont for any length 
of time, from two weeks to mnny 
yeal·S. Some leave a trnil of prob
lems outside; the problems of 
others am emotionnl and carried 
within. The complexitieA-legal, 
nc1ministmtive, medioal and social 
-involved in dealing expe(litiously 
nnd appropriately with this eon
stnnt stream of human material 

can scarcely be appreciated by those 
outside the prison service. 

In their recent rep ores , the 
Prison Commissioners deplore the 
amount of stnff time and energy 
which, in a large local prison, is 
taken up by the transient popula
tion and diverted from any morc 
constructive function. They also 
point out that the task of training 
convicted prisoners is hampered by 
the large proportion serving short 
sentences, This situation is all to 
evident in Holloway: during thO 
twelve month survey period, two· 
thirds of receptions were women on 
remand, together with those who 
paid flnes or were otherwise dealt 
with.· Among the one-third of 
sentenced individul1l~, eighty per 
cent had sentences of less' than 
six months, and of these, eighteen 
per cent lesl'! than fourteen dayS. 
Women in this latter group, 163 of 
them in 1959/60, have barely settled 
after admission procetlures when 
they start their interviews fOl' 
discharge. 

A prison sentence, however 
short, remains a punil'!hment. nut, 
fmm the reformil'!t point of view, it 
is open to question what is being 
I1chieved and whether, in some 
cnRes, the socialuphenvnl so caused 
is proportionate to the gmvity of the 
offenee. POI' example, Rentelleing 
mothers of young families for 
debt would only appear to diminish 
their chances of rf'IlItyment, while 
society meantime bears the COt-lt 

of ke('ping their children in Cltl '£" 

(a east which in the finant'ial yent' 
1959/GO averaged .£8.11. 5d per child, 
per week, for children in the eM£! 

------------------------------
• See Definition ot Material, p.2. 
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~i local authorities ). Experience at 
tl olloway causes one to hope that 
Nle recommendations of the United 
I ati~ns Report on Short-Term 
rnprisonment16

, suggesting con
stru t· c Ive alternatives for short 
Rentences, will gradually be 
adopted in this country. 
fo ~h~ Pr~son Commissioners:plans 

t hleakmg down Holloway mto a 
nUmher of smaller units are to be 
W~lcorned. Although within the 
e~lsting institution different types 
a offender are segregated as far as 
POSSible, the emphasis on security 
and the totally unsuitahle buildings 
lllake it difficult to create a thera
r~uticregime, however enthusiastic 
C Ie staff. Architects of the 10th 
1 entut'y designed prisons in accor
~:~n.ce with the penal philosophy of 

<Ht' time; to-dn,y, modern con
Cepts of penology call for the 
re-socin,lization of delinquents in 
(a f ' re ully selected groups, under 
~v~ditions of minimum security. 
, len tho new institutions for tomen Me huilt, it will be possible 
o <:ltrr~' out these aims, and Itt the 

IIltme time, attmct the qualifwd 
!-ill • 

;chtlist staff who will he needed. 
tJ :rho social class distribution of 
t Ie Halloway sample invites some 
t ~ntltlising sociological specula-
~ons. Is the und('r repl'es(mtation 

~. the Upper social classes It renec
a~on, as Wootton ( op,cit ) suggests, 
ht t.he tendency of Judges Itnd 
I Itglstrates to feel that prison is 
;lOl'e suitable for tho lower classes? 
<H'e II upper class women more often 
cut on probation? ( they are 

t 
erto.inly more likely to luwo 
ne·l • " '-llcnl protection" for offences 
~~lateu to drug nddiction nnd 

caholism, nnu for attempted 

suicide). Are department stores, 
for public relations reasons, re
luctant to prosecute the upper
class non-pl'Ofessional shoplifter? 
Then too, there are differing 
levels of temptation: upper class 
women (unless their behaviour is 
psychopathologically determined) 
are unlikely to pilfer foodstuffs and 
articles they can easily buy; lower 
class women, in comparative POV

erty, may be impelled to this type 
of theft by envy or necessity. 
\Vomen sentenced for soliciting 
(another large prison group) rarely 
have an upper or middle Ch\88 

background. 
One would not have expected 

that It study of this Holloway 
prison popula,tion would throw 
light on the social ndvancement 
of women. Yet there, in the copper
plate llltndwriting of the old 
Nominal Registers, is evidence of 
the revolution which has taken 
place sinco the beginning of the 
century. \Vomen's emancipation 
from dOlnestic servitude anu tho 
trend away from the home; Mting 
out in cl"Lnteens and restaurnnts, 
clothes ready-made, launderettes 
and VaCuum clel1ners, the simpler 
style of living generally o,nd the 
new kinds of women's work 
available: all these emerge from 
comparison of prisoner's occupation 
in Edwardian days and in our own. 
The destitution nnd widcsprel1d 
drunl<enness, commonplace fifty
nine yellrs ago, has disllppeared; 
workhouses have been turned 
into hospitals or homes; the 
number of women sent to prison 
is but a fraction of what it used to 
he. When Henry Mayhew visited 
Holloway exactly 100 years ago, 
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he saw women inmates under 
strict rules of Rilence employed 
in pickine oakum, laundry work, 
or knitting. Today in addition to 
clolllcstic activities, women in 
Holloway have evening chtsses 
in It wide mnge of ~m hjpcts, 
amateur dntmatics, It lihrary 
Rervice, psychothcrnpy and gl'OUP 
(·OllTlselling. Progress has not 
cCl"tsed: womE'n's prisons fifty )'Pltl'S 
fl'om now may well he quite unlike 
out' prcsent institutions, and 
cmuody new ideas nnd methods 
making more E'ffective theil' work 
of reform. 
Summary 

Data relating to tile offence and 
socinl statllH of H!)O individual 
women sentenced to Holloway 
pl'ison during It twelve month 
period \\'ero extl'llcted fl'om the 
1!J5!J/GO Nominal Registers, This 
group comprised thirty-four per 
(·pnt of totnlr(l('('ptionR dul'ing tlw 
period. 

Fifty-nino per cent came fl'om 
Courts in the' fJomlon Mctropolitan 
nl'ca, Llu'ceny Iwcountf'cl fot' over 
hnlf of the Indictlthlo offem'cs; 
soliciting over half and drunkenness 
nlmost It (lUartel' of Non-I ndictahlo 
offences, A large number of the 
imprisonnwnts lImI,·t' Civil Pro
cess wero fOl' deht, 

Short sentenecs pl'epondemted: 
fOlll'-fifthl'l w('ro for I('ss thlLn six 
1Il0nthA. Ninetl:'('n p(lt. ('ent \\,('I'e 
tmnsfel'l'ed to open prison. 

Middle-ng(ld marriod women 
made up the majol'ity of the prison 
population; theil' o('('upations we1'1:' 
hU'gely donwstie find nnsldlled. A 
qllartl:'l' hnd be(,Jl hol'l1 ('Jl'lewll£'ro 
than ill Ti:nglanl1, 

rrhe distrihution of social class 

and religious affiliation differs from 
that of the general population. 

Some problems of n multi
elassifiention women's prison are 
discussecl; eompat'ison with the 
Nominal Register of 1£IOB induces 
l'pflections on social history. 
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