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BOOK REVIEWS-cont. 
PRISON SCREW 
L. W. Merrow Smith and J. Harris 
Herbert Jenkins 21s. 

nOOKS by Prison Officers about 
their work are very rare and thus 
the experiences of :Mr. "Merrow 
Smith, who in his time has been an 
outstanding officer at Parkhurst, 
Principal Officer at \Vttkefield, 
Chief Officer at Oxford amongst 
other plaees, are to be welcomed. 
The many stories he has are 
interesting and often nmusing, but 
it is a pity that most are about 
PlWkhurst and little is sltid of his 
time as Principal nnd Chief Officer, 
for this would have .. been of value. 
lIe also gives a pereeptive account 

of prison routine whieh will he 
interesting to the lay reader, Mt·. 
Merrow Smith has not 11Owe"e1' 
been served well by his collabol'fttOl', 
for the summary of his views 110

d 

opinions on penal praetiee do .uo~ 
appear to spring from the detnli 0 

his experiences. lIe claims that the 
letter of the rules should he strictlY 
adhered to and that he is Il n111Jl 

without compassion as fill' ILl'! 

prisoners are concerned yet the 
conclusion one draws from tJw 
main body of his book h, tlutt .\1£' 

. ·t· '1\'(' has been ready to use his 101 llt~ 

in looking after prisoners and that 
he is, in the best sense, a wise 11U

d 

compassionate man. 

--------------------------------------------------------------

New Books 
The inclu.~ion of a book in thi.~ list does' not preclude its subsequent revil'lI'. 

INDIA AND A8ROAD 
Facts and Perspectives, with regard to 
Social Defence and Child Guidance 

TIlIH monograph, by Sh1'ee H. D. 
1\1iHhra, Senior l'sychologlRt at the pilot 
centre for the education of juvenile 
<1elillCJ.uentR at IIazaribagh, Bihar, II'! a 
report submitted to the Unitell Nn.tlotls. 
1\1r. MIRhm, who toured the EngliR11 
prisons at the time of the Secoml United 
Nation's Oongresll, also made a com pre· 
henslvtI study of conditiollR in the 
Hcaudillavian Oountriel'!. IUs report 
which includel'! !lome shrewd comment!! 
on varIous prisolll'! all(l horstalR, may he 
borrowed from the Editor. 

BLACK FRIARS SETTLEMENT 

Anuual Heport 1960-61 descrlhes the 
worle of the fifty-eight voluntary' ARsl)cl· 
ate!!' who each take reAponl'!ibiJity tor 
olle individual ex-prisonar. They meet 
him while he Is still In prison, try to 
1)lal1 work or accomlllodation or other 

• "111111' assistance for 11im, nnd lwep m rer' ot 
touch, after hlR diRcharge. All thl~~ ill 
course, In their spa.re tim". And of tel uf'. 
cOllRiderable portiollR of thei l' Rpare t,i: I011 
for they <iulcltly find that merc Iittel;e~~' 
to material needs III almoHt value t to 
InRtea(l they have really to try to F~cll.t 
know their lIlan, reRlly tl'y to he a I lo~~ 
to him. l~or It is frequently ill thiH lo('~ 
tangihle way that the AHHociatc t( tliL' 
UlORt of his good WOl k. Often wha i~ 
man most ueetlR II'! sOllleoue whOwl1l 
genuluely Interested In him, whO hill' 
tlt\{e 'cal trouble in helping and llRtl'thiJlI 
and who cloes not need to think () COUll 
aR olle of a given case-load. HOlu ili~' 
who will be patient or evt'JI welcOI~~/l~I' 
who will not condellln him for an oc /tte,l 
onallapRe, and who will not be ird t I1(}~t 
If he IR slow or inalticulate. And. \t t', 
of all, someoue who will 1I0t atteJl:\,ti(I' 
impoRe upon him a falRe and allen Ill

i 
( tlie 

CIMIR morality. 1\1r. David Collett l'\ tW' 
'Varden and Mr. Alan MadlhltlltCItl'£' 
OrganiRer of the PrlRon Aftel' ~ni1' 
Scheme. Copies of the report arc!, 1 
able from 44-47 NE'IHon Square, S.l',· . 
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