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BOOK REVIEWS-cont. 
PRISON SCREW 
L. W. Merrow Smith and J. Harris 
Herbert Jenkins 21s. 

nOOKS by Prison Officers about 
their work are very rare and thus 
the experiences of :Mr. "Merrow 
Smith, who in his time has been an 
outstanding officer at Parkhurst, 
Principal Officer at \Vttkefield, 
Chief Officer at Oxford amongst 
other plaees, are to be welcomed. 
The many stories he has are 
interesting and often nmusing, but 
it is a pity that most are about 
PlWkhurst and little is sltid of his 
time as Principal nnd Chief Officer, 
for this would have .. been of value. 
lIe also gives a pereeptive account 

of prison routine whieh will he 
interesting to the lay reader, Mt·. 
Merrow Smith has not 11Owe"e1' 
been served well by his collabol'fttOl', 
for the summary of his views 110

d 

opinions on penal praetiee do .uo~ 
appear to spring from the detnli 0 

his experiences. lIe claims that the 
letter of the rules should he strictlY 
adhered to and that he is Il n111Jl 

without compassion as fill' ILl'! 

prisoners are concerned yet the 
conclusion one draws from tJw 
main body of his book h, tlutt .\1£' 

. ·t· '1\'(' has been ready to use his 101 llt~ 

in looking after prisoners and that 
he is, in the best sense, a wise 11U

d 

compassionate man. 

--------------------------------------------------------------

New Books 
The inclu.~ion of a book in thi.~ list does' not preclude its subsequent revil'lI'. 

INDIA AND A8ROAD 
Facts and Perspectives, with regard to 
Social Defence and Child Guidance 

TIlIH monograph, by Sh1'ee H. D. 
1\1iHhra, Senior l'sychologlRt at the pilot 
centre for the education of juvenile 
<1elillCJ.uentR at IIazaribagh, Bihar, II'! a 
report submitted to the Unitell Nn.tlotls. 
1\1r. MIRhm, who toured the EngliR11 
prisons at the time of the Secoml United 
Nation's Oongresll, also made a com pre· 
henslvtI study of conditiollR in the 
Hcaudillavian Oountriel'!. IUs report 
which includel'! !lome shrewd comment!! 
on varIous prisolll'! all(l horstalR, may he 
borrowed from the Editor. 

BLACK FRIARS SETTLEMENT 

Anuual Heport 1960-61 descrlhes the 
worle of the fifty-eight voluntary' ARsl)cl· 
ate!!' who each take reAponl'!ibiJity tor 
olle individual ex-prisonar. They meet 
him while he Is still In prison, try to 
1)lal1 work or accomlllodation or other 

• "111111' assistance for 11im, nnd lwep m rer' ot 
touch, after hlR diRcharge. All thl~~ ill 
course, In their spa.re tim". And of tel uf'. 
cOllRiderable portiollR of thei l' Rpare t,i: I011 
for they <iulcltly find that merc Iittel;e~~' 
to material needs III almoHt value t to 
InRtea(l they have really to try to F~cll.t 
know their lIlan, reRlly tl'y to he a I lo~~ 
to him. l~or It is frequently ill thiH lo('~ 
tangihle way that the AHHociatc t( tliL' 
UlORt of his good WOl k. Often wha i~ 
man most ueetlR II'! sOllleoue whOwl1l 
genuluely Interested In him, whO hill' 
tlt\{e 'cal trouble in helping and llRtl'thiJlI 
and who cloes not need to think () COUll 
aR olle of a given case-load. HOlu ili~' 
who will be patient or evt'JI welcOI~~/l~I' 
who will not condellln him for an oc /tte,l 
onallapRe, and who will not be ird t I1(}~t 
If he IR slow or inalticulate. And. \t t', 
of all, someoue who will 1I0t atteJl:\,ti(I' 
impoRe upon him a falRe and allen Ill

i 
( tlie 

CIMIR morality. 1\1r. David Collett l'\ tW' 
'Varden and Mr. Alan MadlhltlltCItl'£' 
OrganiRer of the PrlRon Aftel' ~ni1' 
Scheme. Copies of the report arc!, 1 
able from 44-47 NE'IHon Square, S.l',· . 

1 , 
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NEWeo c OKS-cont. 
ANA DIAN JOURNAL OF 

CORRECTIONS Vol. 4. No.1. 
Art· I !;Welle IC eR on the Youth PriRon in 

NOlthen, YugoslaVian Young Offenders. 
SOuth I'll Nigerian Training Schools, 
the w African Juvenile Dt'linquents and 
1\\)11 D~~k of the InRtitute for Prevention 

'rhe cntion in Ronle. 
ne~ear JOUrnal's news of Cnrrent 
lllseWhch in Canadian Universities aud 
\le~lgn ere iucludE'R reference to "A 
<l('r~ .. fo~ CI1~ical CIsRRification of Offen-
1\11 hlst Criminal Partnership" and 
11ICnt l~rClcal study of crime aud puniRh-

Dr aual1a. 
on ,: fturuli. of IIersteclveRter, writing 
1IIIIIII\h ~ there a place for cOllloral 
"Wel\elllent In a penal system"" says 
th~ tacte~ to he relnctant toaclmowletlge 
COIJute lat aggressive behaviour is not 

ractetl by our answering in kind. " 

" " lANCE FOR LIBERTY 
,T.D C r . ASSWELI" Q.C., 
Iarrap. 25s. 011. 

\VIJI1l!'~~clnatjng. beautifully written and 
Itlll.ny URtratell, thiR il-l an account ot 
()()lIliec fa1nOllf! legal occaf!ions, many 
1I.(~()()U~etl with Mr. Casswell's own worl{ 

1\1111 I ~el tor the Defence. Pril-lon officers 
ill' Illa~l iflon doctOl'H) will be iutrigl1ed 
they b Y referellces to ml'n, and women, 
Il! a In~ve met in the electt'lc atmosphere 
tl11g r r!ler trial. There is an illumina
N"l'ill eproductlon of a lIote pllf!sed by 
r(lrOl'El~ Heath to Mr, CaHswell after a 
t I'ea<l ~~, to "continual observation". 

hOKllltl\l Continual ohservation .. at the 
IthllOl'\t consi!ltR of an old warder, 
fltlUeUlilllterate, and with no knowledge 
Illtt the Cine, Ill'eHent in the ward throllgh
!~eJlt h (lay: The dltily observation book 
~h)llt ~ hUll records such things as 

II'llrd !> or" didn't sleep". In othl't' 
t(lll.l oh (lllite normal OCCU1'l'ences. No 
Itl!tlly IICl'Vation iii ](ept.' The bool, hltR 
1'\)111\11 fluch detallR which will he of 
111111l~~rlahle interest to the Rtudent of 

lehavionr. 

'tlf£ ' 
PURSUIT OF CRIME 

f'lr ~~ONALD HOWE, former IIeall 
;\ .LD., Scotlallll Yanl. 
l' ,·t!tur narker LW. 211'1. Ou. 

I\'hlchhif! is o.nother hool{ of reminiscences 
olTers fascinating glimpseR of the 

big names in the criminal world aud it 
is particularly interesting to read the 
opinion ot a lawyer turned policeman ot 
the pHychopathic personalities who have 
figured in the sensational trials in this 
centlll·Y. "What Is to be done about 
people such af! these?" asl{s Sir Ronald 
at tho end of a chapter on Christie, 
Gifford, Haigh lind Heath. "I cannot 
say I like the idea of payiug taxes for 
the permanent upkE'ep of men IiI{e Heath 
but capital punishment iR plainly no 
!lolution as a deterrent for these psycho
pathR and paranolcs hecan~e ultimately 
they seem to welcome death." 

CRIME IN OUR TIME 

JOSEPHINE BELL. 

Nicholas Vane 21H. 011. 

This Is another useful volume for 
the serious student. Because ot the 
author's training as a novelist, and 
doctor of thirty years' experience, thiA. 
is a shrewdly .wl'itten and carefully 
observed piece of work. It begins by 
contrasting a day of crime In London lIt 
1900, with a similar day in 1930 and 
then another in 1960. ' Big nameR ' JOHUe 
with the Rmall fry of the conrt.s but tho 
types of criminal are (leRcrlhed clinically 
and diRpassionately. Here are, [OlliO 
Ilefinitlon~ which will he equally accep
table to the doctor as to the layman nnll 
the general public for whom, MiHS Bell 
says, this book if! iutelHletl. The law allll 
itl'! atlministrMioll if! exalllinedin detltil, 
as if! the prlHolI adluinlstt'atioll alltl tho 
general bacligrOlllJ(1 of tho tr'eatment of 
the otTender. 

The remedy, says Miss Bell,ls with us. 
I! It iR time we fltoPl'ed grumbling at the 
• hadneRs ' of our society's erring young
stel's and helped them to secnre their 
heritage. It if! time Itt' toolt fnll reR)lonsi
hility for the bellll.Viotll· or ou r !>/I'n 

children, s£lelllg In their faults and 
failul'efl not an unfair evil, not a social 
emblUTaHsmellt, not It threat to our own 
conveniellce, but a clORe reflection of 
flomeone's manifold shortcoming,,!". 

Among new methods in deallllg with 
delinquent!! mentioned by :l\fiss Bell is 
"Group" worle Stlloents of group 
methodR ill penal institutions will like to 
see how these are being develol1ed in 
New Zealand, The Secretary tor Justice, 
ill Wf'llington, is reHpouRible tor a dupli
cated hoolclet 011 this subject wllieh may 
be borrowed from the Editor. 
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