PRISON SERVICE JOURNAL 51

800K REVIEWS—cont.

u

estipuress of this information in
I’Otent'm-g- how a man uses his
est&bl.lﬂhtles. In our training
grop; ishments we are in fact,
ion :fg .towaz"ds analytic applica-
can hlt, believing that if a man
tio ie elped'to use his potentiali-
th 1 a socially acceptable way

© Batisfactions he will obtain .

-
Ogil be greater than those hitherto
Aved through criminal acts,

hi ; ;
&CCordinZly.behawour will alter

COQISO' Dr. '.Pmsler seems to part
&Skirrlmny with good sense in
eco 8 that our establishments
psycﬁ]el {&bomtories until the
Wit} Ologists eventually come up
« A refined theory, embodying
uﬁglﬂntlﬁed data " (implying that
o & 10111‘ training problems will
Dl‘incoi Vled by reference to a few
ogic f’les apd a table of psycho-
app Wl logarithms ). It is when they
roach human problems in such
Begﬁonc confidence that scientists
ofter, not only simple-minded but
oxa col(l-})loodedly inhuman. For
. mDTIe, discussing child training,
DUI.‘el rasler treats. affecpion"
re‘luiy' a8 a factor in creating a
are Site  dependant on  the
ing {ltﬂ 80 that anxiety condition-
Agre ’SCOmes possible. It is widely
e]eme th.at love is the essential
800dent in child rearing; that
inofy te_chmque without it is as
ective as the mere simulation
niqém?d man-management tech-
"@lu; In promoting good industrial
“ 1011_8- But one can coolly
“,(-lu“ntlfY" the giving of love
lout destroying its value to the

e .
Cipient? And does not the same

hold for other emotionally derived
attitudes ?

I would like to see Dr. Trasler’s
researches pursued, but let us be
very sure what recommendations
for reformative action this Trojan
horse of a theory produces before
welcoming it unreservedly.

B.V.HW.,

THE HOMOSEXUAL SOCIETY

Richard Hauser
The Bodley Head, 1962. pp. 166. Price 18s.

“BFFORTS should be made to
destroy the myth which represents
the homosexual life as something
noble, artistic, superior. Instead it
should be shown to be the result of
social stress which has retarded a
person socially and bodily and as
suchmay beequated withenuresis.”

Once Mr. Hauser has diagnosed
the homosexual problem in this
way he goes on to stress the need
in society for advice centres readily
available to youths and men who
may be anxious and miserable and
also to parents, teachers and others
responsible for the young who may
need help. If one such centre could
bo opened in the near future as a
pilot scheme and be allowed to
grow from small beginnings into a
multi-purpose service then he feels
that a great stride forward would
have been made in helping such
socinlly sick people.

At the outset the author indi-
cates his method by taking to task
“the Art which is called Social
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Science’”. He is convinced that
there can be an over concentration
of knowledge in one department,
leading to a neglect of common
factors underlying problems in
different fields. Specialised studies
are necessary but they must be
balanced by a comparative approach
which embracesa number of depart-
ments at the same time, In this way
he prefers tocall himself a * com-
parative sociologist”, fitting this
survey into the general framework
he has adopted for his other com-
munity studies involving housing
areas, schools, prisons and mental
health. He brushes statistics aside,
by so doing hoping to “find what
is invisible behind the mask of
what is visible and measurable”,
Whether he is successful the
reader himself can best judge,

The material for the book was
obtained by listening to the com-
ments and views of about four
hundred people, gathered together
in groups, of whom most had
experience of living homosexually.
It is these views, carefully, and
sometimes luridly, recorded which
illustrate the diverse backgrounds,
types and attitudes of this sector
of society, and which forms by
far the most satisfying and most
valuable part of the book. For
here is insight into the attitudes
and behaviour of these men, the
majority of whom feel condemned
by society to live a Jekyll and
Hyde existence. It is because this
book succeeds far better descrip-
tively than analytically that it may
help in the valuable task of stimu-
lating a far greater awareness and

understanding into the individual
problems of the homosexual.

Mr. Hauser recognises that there
exists a hard core of homosexuals
(rating six on the Kinsey scale
and forming four per cent of the
male population) whom he fears
may well be consititutionally deter”
mined, but by far the larger number
are those he calls bisexuals. Thes®
men prefer their own to the opPP?;
site sex but have had heterosexud!
relationships and may well have
married and had children. Theif
homosexuality is one respons®
(alcoholism and other forms ©
anti-social behaviour are others to
stress situations which can happe®
at any time during maturatio®
forced on the individual by P®
immediate environment,

Such a conclusion would b
been more convincing had it bee”;
related not only to past studies ©
homosexuality but also to & ¢0%
sideration of the emergence of such
practices and attitudes in othe
and earlier societies. This b0°
leaves far too great an impressio?
that this problem is a product ©
modern day society and as sU¢”
could ensily be minimised by ¢¥%
ful social manipulation. Surely t9°
causes of homosexuality have bee®
shown to lie far deeper and
more complex than this ? Is it 80
eagy, for example, to becom®
homosexual through what
terms ‘social infection' in ¥
male societies—approved scho?
prisons, public schools and the 1ik®

Of course such practices t
place—and all too frequently— ue
may it not be more to do with the
strength of the sex urge in th°
situations ( often at adolescent 88%

ave

-
18
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an \
thd Away from the opposite sex)

ut“; ]t};e direction it will take in
*Wioul-e ? Haven’t the basic be-
Ol‘medl patterns' already been
More abt an earlier stage (a far
modq Subtle. an_d les§ understood
faiy] of social infection) making
inug Ctirtmn that 'those who con-
woulq 1 ese practices afterwards
man V&Ve.done so anyway? The
My Wwho is a homosexual and
s neS. does ‘so, _not because he
fox bo :tmng eravings for his own
i('e }111 because hfa can more easily
is 18 true feelings from society
S0 ;Ila 8y, The tragedy is surely. that
("lllsent)},l of the?se marriages fail be-
tomg e bns1.c homosexual drives
e-‘(perin In spite of heterosexual
v ence, This rela‘tlonshlp ap-
tan 1"1 no way to_ infect’ the
Socia] ek to normality as such a
elics Infection t.heory could lead to
orst ‘i- It was Gibbens’study of 100
o A boys in 1957 that did much
the ‘%Cl‘g(lxt the over-emphasis on
Significance of earlier homo-

S@xl . . s
D Wl practice in later behaviour
“tt(‘rns. .

Seii“- ‘II&}xs?x- be!ieves that homo-
“l{ty is invariably the outcome
ncfeoncs_ll infection aided 'by an
ot Ing lack of communication
¢en the young of both sexes.
lee::me stage in development
ﬁ-‘ﬂtio occurs and a b.locka_ge or
o n 18 produced w_hlch hinders
eel’(‘lson from growing up fully.

. “endeavours to relate this result-

Ing ¢.
tlttl Immaturity ' to a five-scaled
(ut Gﬂof Personal and Social Age

o ¢ apex of which comes full
jrltsonal and social maturity and
8ration ), by means of which

any individual can measure his
development, Through group dis-
cussion it is hoped to lead the
individual to ever increasing
insight and maturity which would
eventually effect complete and
healthy intergration with society.
Thus the homosexual who states
that he is happier without the
responsibility of a family is accord-
ingly seen to be socially and per-
sonally immature and could
presumably be helped by being on
one of Mr.Hauser's groups, Yet is it
not more likely that he is ration-
alising his motives for not marrying
and the true causes of his homo-
sexuality lie, not so much in any
immaturity that ean be remedied,
but in far deeper and more complex
factors outside the scope of these
groups and (unfortunately) Mr.
Hauser’s book?

Due to so much misunderstand-
ing and bias the stresses on a man
discovering he is a homosexual are
excessively severe and it is to Mr.
Hauser’s credit that he is seeking
to do something practical about it.
It is an indictment on society that
s0 many young men, their parents
and others concerned, have neo-
where they can turn for advice and
information. It is not a convincing
argument that he puts forward for
the allievintion of the problem of
homosexuality. At the very least,
such group work as he envisages
could help many who are desper-
ately unhappy, at present, to come
to terms with themselves and lead
a more useful and guilt-free life
than they are able to lead at

present,
LD
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