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Well-Why Not 
" ANON" 

Anonymous contributions invariably raise problems of olle kind 0' 

another. Short of putting Scotland Yard on the job, we had no means of findiTlg ',,, .. 
the anon whose work appears below and so we were deprived of any opportunJ :; 

of purting the critical finger on him'" direct. But we are not easily cheated of 
our simple editorial rights and pleasures and we lvould suggest that the sooTIer 
he emerges from /tis current' Frank Norman' period and achieves his own style, 
the better it will be for whatever literary future he may have. 

"" ... We cannot imagine that a woman would do this to us I 

TllIS PHH"ON SEHVlCE JODRNAL 
heginA to have pORHihilitieH. 

I mean, the Editol' saYA If't'R not 
he too C'l\.lltiollH or comphwent nnel 
they print Horne hits hy two of the 
hoys nnd hest of all they let thiR 
gc()zel' C. II. Holph ha,"o a go nhout 
this not letting {('B(,I'!! write what 
th(lY want whC'n they wnnt whil<' 
they're inside !tnd then taking it 
out with 'ern. 

Now I would like to support thiR 
l\Ii8ter C. II. lto)ph 100 Pe'l' Nmt 
Itnll then I'a like to put in ILnothe')' 
100 per cent on me own lLecount. 

You se<' J r(lc'kon it!!lik<, thiR. All 
what l\liAter Itolph HaYA ahout there! 
not lwing many Its'd wl'it<' anywny 
iH d(lltd right and tlmt Ithout Rome 
of it bC'ing ''(In} hot is right nn' ull. 
nut what iA not many out of 25,000 
oeld ppople? I don't know. You 
don't lmow. No on(l knows. It 
might he 20 nna it might be 200. 
And if Honw of the writing'R J'(lltl 
hot well what nbout it? It's not 

1\ hl\d WI\Y to get it out of yet' 
sYRtem iR it? And Rome of the 
writing might he real ('001 if yOl; 
know whllt I mean. Heal cool. 0 
('ourHe nlORt of it'd pl'Obahly h(' Ii 
load 0' tripe hot or ('old hut 
1'('('}\On most people who }lItve n ~o 
Itt writing lmve got to write It \Ot 
of tripe RO 1\8 to l(lltrn how to Wl'it~ 
Itt all. And if it mak(·s you (crt 
hetter and gin's you Hum)l1l1 
positi1'e and creative to do whil; 
you're in the nick then thnt's 0.1\' 
<,vpn if it is tripe. 

nut they won't let you do it. or 
'I at least they'll let you write II 

note'hooks what have to he sp(·ciam . 
iHSIWd 01' on hits of pHper YOll grt / 
for e.g. evening ChtRReH b(lCltllSC of 
courBH yon ('ould generally ma,n,,~l; 
to get simple Rtuff lilw pnp<'l' nil' 
IlPnC'ils nnywny if you l'('nlly hnd to. 
nut Uwy won't let you take it witll 

you even if it ain't nhout the nic~ 
Hnd they won't lpt YOll send it to 
no publisher while' you'r~ inAid(' 
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!tnd yoU ean't seMelely show it 
around to sort of share it with 
ilOll1ebody not without some screw 
Roking his nose in and asking 

What rubbish you got there?" 
etcet. et('et. 

Now I've looked into this Inlttter 
Itil you might well guess and I've 
talked about it with l'('spom,ihlp 
Officials with It enpital "0" and 
they have done their hest to 
explnin why you ('/tTl't send it out 
Ot' take it with YOI1, And what th(lY 
R'ly {\01\1(\S to this. 

1, Inmates (whieh is what we 
ItI'O Oltfishily cnJlptl) might let slip 
It f(lw namps 01' give It few too 
many details and sOllle of 'em 
might not be true nt nIl and if 
they wns tl'ue some of 'em might 
he (llllhltl'l'asing etcpt(lmh mh mh! 
Furthermore some hright hoy 
lllight use hiH writingH to work It 

flnnk(lr on the Officinl Clmnneh~ 
RUch as Petitions to the Home Sec, 
Itna l(lttel's to I~1ll P(>/ts Ilnd nIl 
that eohblers. 

And all this woulll menn 
2. Infinite lnbour, l'(>ltl hard gl'ltft 

for the cemlOl'S who have enongh 
to do with all those I(ltters what 
P(>ople outside Iwe incomdderate 
('uough to write to people inside 
nnll vices VC1'8Cy. 

, 8, They say that author type 
InnHttes woultl mayhe oe able to 
make lolly while they was doing 
theil, bird nnd this woul(l'nt he 
fllir to plumbers nnd generltl 
clen,lers and seVl'n day c1runks who 
lnight not he Itble to hold 11 {l<'n 
let along write with it. 

Well now I don't think theRe 
t'eltsons are worth a row of benns 

never mind a qmll'tel' of snout, And 
here's why, 

A. If anyone wants to rabhit /1 
fe,,, mtuws nnd detltils about the 
plaee he ('ltn do it dead eltsy, lIe 
cltn certainly do it when he gets 
out ancl half the books hy ex 
prisonel's (sorry innmtpH) do just 
t}mt, I mean there'., plenty of 
embnl'l'l1sing details find names of 
stltff and stuff like tha.t tho' of 
cOlll'se the publisher's lawyers take 
('are of the rpl\) naughty nnd 
libellous hitR. 

B. I will grant you that the ('en­
SOl'S have n lot to do and how they 
manage to read half of it I don't 
know. P'mpa they don't. But what 
I'm getting at is that while Wt' 

Itrtists 111'(1 all agnim;t an!l kind of 
eensorship (because if there W/1sn't 
no censors we couldn't 'nlf write 
SOm(l hest sellers!) if we (lot to 
have cenRors the C('nsors what 
('ensor letters ain't no good for 
cenRoring novels aud plays lind 
poetry and such. You got to 
realize that the cemor in prison 
is just un ordinary 8el'eW whitt's 
been told to ('ensor. lIe may be 
o,r\:. at looking out for nltmes an{l 
pack (hill and r£'qtWRts for filPR, 
gins, pneumatic drillt'!, tt hot bird 
or ('e1'otio litmtul'c, and he would 
probably recognize It plall to bust 
into tho nelt1'E'st bank if he Raw 
one but when it eomes to the finer 
things of life he gen£'l'nlly «1on't 
know whetlH'r his {undanwnt if; 
borpd or puno}wd. I m£'Hn if tlwy 
comE' across a hit of Jumps Joyeo 
or Dm,toiycfsl,y they'a thinl{ tllfly 
was nuttpl's and get tlwlll in the 
hORpitftl and maybe certifipd. 

So if you'vc got to conSOl' I\>n 
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inmate's litrature you better have 
someone who knows summat about 
it such as the Tutor Organizer or 
the feller what takes the Bng, J.JH. 
dasses or whatever. 0/' why not 
have Mister C. H. Rolph as the 
Chief of a panel of censors up and 
down the country? I mean you 
don't mind people like that giving 
their opinions of your writing. 
They might be useful. 

C. Now there's been a great deal 
of talk hLtely (and there's alwll,Ys a 
great deal of talk and not much 
eIRe in this racket) about helping 
peopJe to lend 11 good and useful 
life on discharge and we need lots 
of After Care and look how mftny 
full time Welfare 'Officers we've 
appointed and we're going to 
employ a lot more ana so on and 
so on. Well O.K Dut what does 
this 'Welfare Officer and After Care 
man try and do to fit you (as the 
book says) to be able to lead this 
gooa and lIRcful life? Well if a 
feller's a {'ltl'p<mter or a shop 
repail'er or whatever he'll try and 
fix him up in his own trade. I 
meltn that's just common sense 
ain't it? If a feller hasn't got a 
trade but he fancieR having a hash 
at some pltl'ticular kind of work 
what the \Velfal'C Om(ler ean fix 
up for him thpy'll have a try for 
that and that nutkes RenRe too. 
nut if you go along and say you're 
a author or you want to have a go 
at being a author they'ro likely to 
die of lafling if th(lY ain't ltC'tuaIly 
rude about it. They think authol'R 
iR all fmely cut geezers with long 
hair how tieR and delieltte perfume. 
They newr even hoard of EmPRt 
,II(lmingwItY. And nrenllnn nC'jlltn 

they just don't want to know ahou\ 
And I'm not just talking alJo ll 

Welfare Oflicers either. AR n 
matter of fact they're bett(lr thnn 

• , 1 

most when it comes to not beIng 
unpleaRant. But when you first go 
in the nick they ask you what yOl~l' 
job is and if you can go hack to It 
and then a bit later on they hnSe 

Romething called It Review HOlti'd, 

This Review Doard is for geezel'~ 4 

what's doing over 12 months Mil 
you go in and there's some sort of 
Governor (genpntlly It Dep,) nnd II 
Chief Screw Ilnd n Chaplin and II 
\Velfl1re Oflicer Itnd other geezer~ 
such ItS It Head Shrinker and n 
Tutor Organizer if they've got oO~i 
And they're supposed to find ant 1 

they can train you and what I1r£' 
your prospects Itnd whether yo~ 
cltn go to an open nick or not. AnI 
the Governor or Chief nenrIY 
Itlwltys asks you like .. \Vhllt (11'1' 

?" your plans for when you go out" 
And hiR voice RlLyS I bet tlll~ 
feller never haa n plan in his Iifl' 
and if he did he'll still COIll(' hlwk 
to pl'ison. And aR like ItS not b~" 
voice ain't fnr out but it's 110 hit 
irritating for the one or two lil'rl ' 

Itnd there who do have ROJlH' hIellS, 

It sort of discourages fl'C'pdolll of 
Rpc(>ch if you know what I J1J(llt~' 
You see what I wnnt to SILY I~ 
.. Jlook Sir, I'm doing It 2 strptch 

01' n lagging (or whl1tpver it is) nod, 
in me own time after I've don<' 1111' • 

stint on the mni1hn.gR I'd Iilw to 
lulYP a go at hc·jng It author Sit', 
I'd Iikt' to Reml me writings 1'01l1l,1 

the pll blishet's Sir nnd if thpy tltl;£' 
'em then I'll Illtve Rome moneY 
waiting for mC' wlwn I go out I1n(1 
I shrtn't nC'(ld no pllhIi(~ fllnll~ 
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which Can be spent on some less 
fortunate geezer B,nd I'll be real 
chuffed and maybe I'll have a sort 
of satisfying job then Sir. And if 
the publishers won't look nt me 
Writings then I'll know I'm not 
going to make no lolly that way 
~lnd We can see about getting me a 
Joh as a bricky's lahourer or 
SUllltnat in time for me discharge." 
~1illd YOU nIl the time I'm saying 
It I don't renlly think much about 
the publishers not taking me 
writings. 'With a talent like mine 
they ought to just jump at the 
cilltnee. Me a bricky'tl labourer! I'd 
rather be in the nick. 

StilI perhaps you see what I 
lllPllll. There's inlllat£'s what can 
~~'I'ite the .. revelations" Ilnd 

l'ellliniscCllCetl" of the niek like 
Mister Rolph says and thn,t's all. 
So that's nllright for them. Them'!; 
oth(>r inmates (~an write about the 
nk,k if they want to hut it don't 
I'('ally take tlwit· falley nil thn t 
llHI(:h, not to writp ahout it <lit'potly 
that is. For them it's Ow J)(!()Jlle 
What's intel'llsting Ilnll tIl(' 
things they do Imd the thing!; 
tlwy say anll tho way they think, 

not The System. And for just a 
few inmates who are real creative 
there's an urge to write about any 
dam thing under tho sun any way 
they feel like it. 

So I reckon The System ought 
to let 'em and it ought to let 'em 
try the publishers if they want to 
while they're still doing their 
bird-the writers not the publish­
ers that is, though there's some 
publishers who might benefit from 
n bit of bird nt thnt especially 
them what turn down my writings. 

And while we're about it the 
same goes for !tny inmate what 
can pnint 01' draw or mnke pots 01' 

baskets or invent things etcet. 
etcet, eteet. 

I mean they let inmates 
do (~orrispondence courses and 
take d('gr('e~ und City !tntI Guilds 
!tnd !tIl SOl'tH of thingH to help 'em 
",IIPn they go out. So why not tlw 
!tl'tistH? 'Vhy can't we Itav!' II, go 
ILt improving Ol11't:w}ves? 'Vhat'H 
the difference? I ask you to pleas(J 
tell me whllt is the difference? I 
oan't See any. Really I can't 
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