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Unwilling Emigrants* 
~ eventy-one years ago, in January 189], a YOIkshirepoacher died in 

fo estern Australia ajier a sentence of 'transportation for life '. Here, in story 
lV;?l, ~Y • F.M.E.' is a true picture of a period in our treatmlnt of offenders 

IlC l I S often misl~nderstood and misrepresented. 
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at Toodya,y - at one time called 
Newcastle, a town sixty-three miles 
N.E. of Perth. Most of the members 
of the Historical Society Council 
thought that these letters beiug 
personal and of no historical in­
terest should be destroyed. The 
honorary secretary, Mr. Paul 
Hasluck, strongly resisted this 
proposal and after making copies 
returned the originals to the Keeper 
of the Records. Twenty rears later 
Mrs. Ilasluck came upon the copies 
which her husband had made and 
WB,S moved by the pathos of " these 
poor illiterate letters which at times 
break into the spirit of true and 
artless poetry" 8unt lacrimae rerum 
- there are tears in things. She 
then determined to write a history 
of \Vest Australia's convict period 
and at the same time to throw such 
light as was possible on the 
personality of the writer of ninety 
years ago, "yet whose words tear 
at the heart' strings 'I. She was 
Myra Sykes, wife of 0, convict 
William Sykes, and although Myra 
remains .. 11 wistful ghost arising 
from the faded ink and brittle pages 
of her letters", of William we are 
given ~ much fuller account. He 
was one of a family of six and his 
father, a Mltchman, died when 
William wa's fourteen. Ilis mother 
married again and after ten years 
she was again a widow and William 
unmarried lived with her, and 
worked as a co:tl-pit trammer. 

In 1853 he married Myra Wilcock; 
daughter of a miner's wjdow with 

,six other children., Myra" aged 
twenty-one, was jn service, at: a 
private I'\chool afl(~ he was twenty., 
six. ,All t,he parties Itt: thl'l wedding 

being illiterate signed the register 
with an "X" marl,. They had foUl' 
children and sometime after 1859 

he was employed at the Masbrou~~ 
Iron-works. Amid ugly sord! 
surroundings there was little to 
relieve the dreary round of work 
beyond visits to the public house to 
employ his sen.nty leisure. 

There was one activity in !ires 
of otherwise unrelieved boredoJ1l 
which not only provided excite· 
ment but also furnished food for 
hungry families of ill-paid worke1:

S 

- night poaching, and it was thiS 
crime that led to Sykes's downfll11, 
From local newspapers of the ti!l\c 
1\1l'S. Hasluck extracted the s~or~ 
of the poaching affray on the nl!~h 
of 1 oth October ,lSG5, which resulte~ 
in the death of It game-keeper,"'I1Jl 

from the same SOUl'C~s she Il1v; 
given us an account of the thl'e~ 
day trial at which Sykes Rnd opo ad. 
his fellow poachers were sentence 
to transportation for lifo and t,,,O 
others to penal servitude for twent) 
years., Incidentall)', the poachcr~ 
were armpd with sticks ana stone5 

but the three keepers had life 
preservers and one of them had II 

double-barrelled pistol. 

To the Judge's obvious an nO)" 
J' ance the verdict was rnanslaughte 

and not murder. 
" ,., II' 

The coroner alone came out ,,'e , 
at the inquest in that he had tl~~ 
courage to condemn the Game 111'\ 
and the social conditions whie I 
made poaching inevitable in tbe 

·tl 
case :pf"desper,nte men. postor l ~ 
would jl}dge Society itself. rf 
make a'digre~&ion: in reading :M!'~ 
Has,luck's ,occasional remarksd ll 
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~~cial ,con?itions at this time -
e mld-nmeteenth century - it 

seem ' s paradoxical that an age when 
respectability was a clilt mOl'nJity 
out ' Wardly most apparent chul'ch(ls 
\VU ' tl e attended, the country rich and 

ollrishing, coincided with an age 
~vhen the conditions of the wOl:kers 
In fields and factories disgl'lWed 
~~r vaunted civilisation. In the 

lUrch there was indolence and 
Place-seeking, in the Public Schools 
~;\'olting cruelty, in the Army and 
~R ' b vy little regal'l1 for the well-
eing of the men. 

r There is It certain irony in the 
dRat that the Catechism's" to do my itty in that state of life unto which 
I;t' shall please God to call me" 
It lfled to some extent efforts to 

llleliorate the conditions of the 
~~~r: Was it surprising that the 
t' Clltl attitude to crime was vindic-

IVe rather than reformati ve Mosaic 
l'ath ' 1 er than Christian, uninformed 
j lY any considerations of education, 
lel'e l't o ( I y, environment or psychol-

P gy? Was it surprising that the 
" ~~l' Sought forgetfulness in drink 
eh Ie cheapest way out of Man­
(1is~t'!~er" or thnt men in country 
st rlcts sought to supplement a 
o .arvation diet by poaching a mbbit t: two for IL hungry family even 
tnlough Poaching was considered It 

ost heinous offence? 

l' To return to William Sykes. 
I. rom this time onwI11'11s Sykes 
IJCCltrn 
It'd' e a number only - 8740 West 
n;tl~ng Prison, Wakefield, and later 
It fe l!'remantle. Myra saw him for 
t W minutes- nfter he was sen­
It~n~ed nnd may have visited him 
llu :Vnkefield, where he WI1S first 

nIshed by solitary ('onfinement 

for nine months, but never again 
as lt free mltD. One letter to him 
from Myra written during this time 
has survived. From \Vakefield he 
was' transferred to Portsmouth, one 
of the three public works prisons 
receiving those who had done 
separate confinement at \Vakefield, 
Leicester, Millbank or Penton ville. 
By this time (1867) the em of 
transportation to penal colonies 
was ending. Men with filhort sen­
tences did penal servitude in Eng­
lish prisons, long term criminals 
(seven years to life) did a part of 
their sentence in England before 
being transported. 

For fifty yeal'S (1733 - 1783) the 
Bl'itish had sent convicts from 
England to America hnt after 
Itchieving their independence the 
Anwrical1s refused to r(>ce1\'e trans­
ported convicts. Attention was then 
turned to Austmlia, and in 1787 
the first ships carrying convicts 
after It voyage of eight months 
reached BotlLny Bay. In 1852 this 
system of tt'anspOl'tation ended but; 
as will be explained later there was 
one colony to which they could be 
sent - \Vestel'll Australia. 

\Ve Itt'e given ltn appalling 
I1ccollnt of conditions at the public 
wOl'ks prif;ons extracted from nn 
lLl'ticle in the" Cornhill Magazine", 
Jnnll!LI'Y- .June, lAGG" A letter hom 
a convict in W.A. to his brother in 
England" in which the conditions 
at Portsmouth nre descdhed. 

When Sykes lmew thnt he WItS 

shortly to he tmnsported he must 
have asked Mynt to visit him. but 
the journey from Yorkshire was 
beyond her menns: she was working 
to support herself and family of 
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four. She could not wnte but her 
employer wrote for her and his 
letter has survived. She wrotl' 
again but this letter is lost although 
a pathetic list of articles which she 
sent to him in a box was found in 
the kangaroo sli:in pouch. The box 
contained inter alia" old favourite 
tobacco pouch, two fig cakes. apple!:, 
a packet of spice, parcel of tolncco " 
and the list ends with the tall ching 
entry "Alfreil ( their youngest 
child) sends his little pocket knife ". 
In March, 18G7. Sykes with other 
convicts emhad.ed at Portslllout,h 
on ~ the .. NOrll'ood" (7H5 tOllS). 
The master had a Cl'ew of thirty· 
nine anq for the care of the convicts 
there was It Staff Surgeon, RN. 
and a Religious Instructor. The 
" Norwood" was the In,st but one of 
the convict ships ever to .;ail to 
Australia, If Sykes had COlllDlittl'd 
his crime a few months later 
he would at least have eRcaped 
transportation. Other convicts 
embarked in April at Chltt.ham and 
Portland and brought the total 
number to 254 in charge of a mil. 
itary pensioner guardof th irty·four. 

Sykes' and his fellow convicts 
escaped the horrors of earlier 
transportation voyages when the 
unfortunate men werc chained 
,. half naked and filthy below decks 
for the entire voyage" attaclwd by 
dysentery, typhus and scurvy. An 
account of the conditions ffitty be 
found in the" Memoir of the L~fe 
of Elizabeth Fry" edited by two of 
her daughters, puhlished in 1847. 
This source is not mentionE:'d by 
Mrs. IIasluC'k. 

Thanks to the work of the Select 
Committee on Transportation and 

the efforts of Sir \V. Molesworth, 
the ('onditions on these ships were 
greatly i:nproved and life on board 
the "JI,'orwood" was reasonablY 
tolerable. The food was a,dequate ..... 
pork, I,ease SDUp and plum dough 
- and in the daytime at nny rltte 
on deck and in the open ail' the 
convicts found life bearable, even 
cheerful but at night, herded 
together below in dn,rkness ther 
suffered inevitably a degenet'ation 
in their character's. Their behavioUl' 

otherwise was genC'rally orderlY 
and well hehaved. Sykes kept !II 

short diltry of the voyage scrapPY 
and atrociously ill spelt on ope 
sheet of paper. This too was fou pd 

in the pouch. 

On 14th July the convicts were 
landed in barges at Frenmntle iLPJ 

marched to the Convict Estl1b' 
liglullent. 

At this point we are given 1\ 

concise history of the State of 
Wef'tern Australia from its founda' 
tion in 1829 to the end of the 
convict system in 18G7. 

There is one book to which 1\11'8, 

IIasluck does not refer consiilering 
it perhaps outside the scope of her 
the!:'is, "Cattle Chosen" by E. O. O· 
Sharn, puhlished by the O.U.P. ill 
192G. This is the story of the first 
group settlement in \Vestel'lI" 
Australia (1829 - 41) which deS

f cribes the life and adventures 0 

Mrs. Bussell, the widow of a HaIl1P' 
shire vicar who migrated to the 
country with her seven chilJl'e!l; 
the eldest being a scholar 0 

\Vinchester and Oxford - advell' 
tUres hardly less credible than thOSe 
of the Swiss Family Robinson. 
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lA~ Onvi ,1, t I'fLn sportaLion C Hsec] in 
t i.l2 '),nd iL h<tCl neve l' been ftppliecl 

'
°
1 

W,A, hut aft t' comliclcl'fLb lc 
'(' 

llcian . Lh e settlers in thaL 
~'Olony p Litioned 'the olonin I Office 

1
n 

1851 1'01' Lh sLllblishmenL of f~ 
'(' l1 ltl 'LI n ,fl ~ pmcnt Aft I' pl'olong cl 
h RoLl!tt ion (whicb frs, R ,t luck 
If Ilfl Ll'nceo in detail) Lh is wa 
" I'ft L , ~n d, On 1st Junc, ]850, the 
',('rtndian ' with ev nLy-fl e con­
~ 1 e:Ls on hOfwc1 and fl fLy pen ionel' 
~1\I'd s wiLh t llcil' familie fl l ' aehed 
h ,t, n,nd by I H53 2,475 con\' i Ls 
\\,I;~I Ii <'n sent ouL, This \,n,sL col ony 
ill 1) ,t poplliation of only 5,000 WIlS 

o JC €'sPemtC' ncer! of 1n,I)ol1l' 1'8, not 
In Y fOl' flgl' ieulLul'e buL al. 0 fol' 
IOU!i(' I ' 

I' an( bl'ldge huililing, Itnd 
olld Il1nking, 

'I'll/Ii al Ct'll (II /Ill' l'ellal 
e,'/(lulisJllllt' lIi al ,,'rt'nI'II Island, 
Weslern I 'tlrl IJrtJl , \ ' Iclorw, 

AL fil'sL Lhe 'om' iets W I' 111 -

Ilo),cc1 in huilc1ing pri , ons, wad I"S 

flnd p nsion I' gUlll'cls' quftl'Let' " but 
in time they WCI'(, us 'd COL' wOl'k mor 
Lo 1,11 gcnct'f1.1 ad\,<lnLI1.ge in Fl' -
manLlc. ] unbul'Y, Bns, ILon n,ncl 
Pet'Lh ILnd in 1,11(· ('ounL!'), disi t'i et s, 
~' hl'ollgh Lhc whol com' icL p riod 
he pl'i son(' l's pl'o\' idN1 1Il0, IJ of 1,11 

hc}wy lab lll' fOl' pllhli' building 
bllt laC'k of skill (1 W01'1 t'H among 
Lhem tnfLd i L rI(,CC!', IlI'Y Lo lIH fl t 
thr ' 1],111(' Lim fl'c(' IRboill', 

y lws W }],A IlI c'ky in thn,L LhC' lutr h 
l'cgimc of Gov I' nol' HI1n1[ILon h, d 
b n snp 1'8 dNI by Lh' mot'O 
hlimAon numin i sLmLion of ItpLain 
rr od n!On who, fUl10ng&L oLbcr 
r f01'111 8, f1.boli sh('d (\ gging xcepL 
in V(,I'), ntl'(' cltses and on idcl'cCI 
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thatputtingmentolabour in ('hains 
like flogging, did more harm tha~ 
good. Such treatment and solitary 
confinement he considered merely 
led to escapes of men rendered 
desperate by intolemble treatment. 

In fact a convict's life on the 
whole at this period, certainly for 
the unmarried ones, was far from 
being unmitigated misery. Condi­
tions were hard but he was well fed 
and work in the open was healthy 
and the hours were reasonable. 

Especially free and easy was life 
on n. road party. A warder was in 
charge of twenty to forty men who 
lived in huts or tents. Discipline 
was easy and after a nine hours 
working day the convicts were free 
to stroll or sit round a camp fire 
eating kangaroo stew, with 'possums 
or parrots as pets. There was too 
a tobacco allowance. The warder 
had a convict constable who had 
earned this post by good conduct to 
assist him. Ordinary convicts on 
road making were paid 1d. to 2id. 
a day and constables received Is. Od. 
a day after three months service 
and after twelve months 28. Gd. a. 
day. They were eligible for increased 
remission of sentence and in some 
cases became members of the 
Colonial police force. 

In spite of the forebodings of 
pessimists there was very little 
crime during this period and the 
men treated with humanity 
responded in mR,ny cases and, given 
the opportunity, became useful 
members of society. Indeed in many 
respects the system was in advance 
of the penal system prevailing in 
the home country. 

There was one famous or rather 
notorious exception to the gel!' 
erally well behaved convicts' Moou' 
dyne Joe' whose escapes Itnd 

adventures are still remembered. 

His story is told entertaininglY 
in this book. \Ve are also given the 
story of one O'Reilly, a Fenian, whO 
with the help of a Roman CatholiC 
pdest successfully escaped in 1868. 
Six other Fenians - always the 
most refractory of prisoners--­
escaped on a whaler in 1876 

through American help. 

By 1874 there were only 324 
probation and re-convicted mel1 
left. Sykes's ticket of leave WI1S 

due in 1878 but by good conduct 
he had already earned severl11 

months remission. lIe was given ~ 
conditional release in 1885 and WI1S 

then to all intents and purposes iii 

free man except in the northern 
gold regions. After seven, years of 
working on the roads 'he WihS 

returned to Fremantle and frotll 
there he was sent to Toodylt)', 
then known as Newcastle. He Wl1S 

there in 1877 on ticket of leMe 
which entitled him to certain priv i' 
leges and the choice of district in 
which he wished to be registered 
after reporting to the Resident 
Magistrate. 'While at Newcastle 
he mnst have seen the arrival of 
the famous explorer Ernest GileS, " 
who with his party had crot';sed tbe 
Great Australian Desert frol]] 
Adelaide. Their use of camels fot 
transport caused a sensation anl0tl~ 
the settlers. 

Sykes with his ticket of leR>"e 
could have applied for his familY 
to lie sent out to 'Vestern Austr~· 
lia at Government expense. Fe\~ 
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apPlied for this either becallse they 
COuld not support them, or because 
they had bigamously married again, 
Or ' t Slmply because they did not want 
f hem. \Ve are compelled to believe 
trom s~ch evidence as is availa~le 
hhn,t Ius twenty-five years of exIle 
,ad made Sykes indifferent to home 

~Ies an(l obliterated whatever love 
eonce had for his wife and falllily, 

~nd that he lacked the courage or 
JIhpulse to support them, He spent 
the last years of his life, probably 
~n maintenance work, on the line 
o etween Clackline and Newcastle. 
tn 29th December, 1890, the police 

~~, ~ewport were informed that 
hIlham Sykes, conditional release 
1 ?lUer, was lying ill and helpless in 
I~!\ hut on the Clackline railway. 

I e was removed to Newcastle 
lOS 't I J PI a and died there on the ~ th 
anuary of a • hepatic ulcer with 

e~ronic hepatitis' aged 63. His few 
e eets of trifling value and his dog 
~~? lInn were taken to the police 

lee. Thedog was Bold for £1.14s.0d., 
a,n<l the gun £1 and this amount 
~'e t It n towftrds the funeral expenses. 

t} Was here, as stated earlier, that 
Ie kangaroo skin pouch was dis-

cove d' , ], t re 111 a creVICe forty-one years 
i'l cr, and the letter in the pouch 
nspil'ed the writing of this book. 

It is regrettable that little if 

C
anything can be said in Sykes's 
ltv 

bel on~ but the blame for such men's 
lavlour must he placed largely 

~n the social conditions of the age 
bh Which they lived. Mrs Hasluck's 

ook leaves no doubt on this point. 

'veIn the first appendix)o the book 
lett are given the full text of the 

9"S that have survived: eight 
nre fl'OIll his wife and in some of 

them she expresses her longing for 
news. In one she wrote - or rather 
someone wrote for her as she was 
illiterate -- .. I wonce was thee 
years and had not had a letter 
. . . one of the police sade he 
heard you was dead. I put the 
chealdl'en and myself in hlack for 
yon my little Tirzn went to the 
first place in deap black then I 
hen 1'd that your sister had got a. 
letter from YOIl." 

SyJws seems to have written 
once or twice to his sister rather 
than to his wife. Myra gave him 
news of the family and their doings. 
IIer letters are those of n, loving 
and faithful wife. "l\Iy Dear husban 
I sends my nearest and Dearest 
IJove to you ... with A 1,000 loves 
and kiss wish we may meet again 
ho (? ) thn,t we'r cold in this world. " 
A part of this letter - a photo­
graph - is the frontispiece of this 
book. His son \Villiam writes in 
1875 .. Dear father mother would 
like to no if they wonld alow you 
our likeness Dear father YOIl never 
name me in YOUl')etterADear father 
mother wants to now if you evet' 
heal' of been sat free . . . " There 
is nothing to show that Sykes was 
moved by these pathetic Joving 
letters. 

Drink was another factor in the 
degeneration of Syl,es's character. 
\Ve learn that from 1870 he was 
frequently fined for drunkenness 
• the prevailing crime' says the 
report of the Comptroller General 
in 1866. In 1\Irs. IIasluck's words 
.. Perhaps the realization of hope­
lesAness had set in: small wonder 
if for him and others like him, the 
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waters of IJethe came only out of 
a bottle." 

Sykes was buried in Toodyay 
cemetery in a nnmeless grave 
outside tbe consecrated ground, 
and there he rests with many othpr 
convicts all long ago forgotten 
II they took their wages and are 
dead" but their wages were small. 

They came for the most part 
from the slums of cities, slaves of 
"the dark Satanic mills" under­
paid, underfed, uneducated victims 
of the industrial age, but it should 
not be forgotten that but for their 
toU \Vestern Australia, desperate 
for labour for roads and buildings 
and in the fields, would have disin­
tegrated as a colony. They saved 
, the sum of things' not for pay but 
to gratify the vengeance of a cruel 
society. The book contains in addi­
tion to the letters, explanatory 
notes references and appendices. 
There are two of the last of special 
interest" The Nature of the Con­
victs sent to \v.A. between 1850 
and 1868 .. and "Figures showing 
Type and Prevalence of offences 
committed during the convict 
period." There are eight plates 
showing early views of Fremantle 
and Perth, prisons and other build­
ings and portraits of some of the 
characters referred to in the text. 

P.M.E. 

As the PRISON SERVICE JOUR­
NAL went to press on the story of 
William Sykes, Miss W. A. Elkin 
(llonomry Librarian of the How­
ard League for Penal Reform) 
sent a copy of a letter written to 
the Reverend John Jehb, a relative 
of the famous Sir Joshua Jebb, 

architect of Pentonville, first 
Surveyor-General of Prisons and 
first Chairman of the Directors of 
Convict Prisons. "The points of 
view expressed about separate 
confinement and transportation 
are so different from those given 
in the histories of penal methods ", 
comments Miss Elkin. 

Similar comment was made bY 
Mr. Gordon Hawkins, now Senior 
Lecturer in Criminology at the 
University of Sydney, in our lllst 
issue, about prisoners who had 
been sentenced to transportation 
justrprior to the passing of the Act 
which substituted imprisonIllent 
in this country for expatriation .. 
.. 'some of them had pleaded 
guilty merely in order to get sent 
abroad'. Their reaction when the)' 
became aware that they were Ilot 
going to be transported was deS' 
cribed in an official report ... 
, disappointment rendered thel)l 
thoroughly reckless: hope dieel 
within them .. .' Prison historiaIlS, 
said Mr. Hawkins. who regltle 

their readers with stories of tbe 
horror and inhumanity of traIlS' 
portation usually neglect sucb 
details as this. 

The letter from a wife whO 
pleaded for her husband to be 
transported is another detail ot 
the same kind. The name noel 
address of the family concerIled ' 
have heen deleted in order to avoid 
embarrassment to any descendauts 
of F .... N .... about whose sull' 

sequent career (in England, or as 
an emigrant whose wife was wiJl' 
ing even if he may not hnve heep ) 

we have no information. 
EDI'l'Oll 



PltISON SERVICE JOURNAL 19 

Jan 5th, 1852 

e~'1\IIY husband has for years been 

II P oyed at the Post Office "nd 
18 ' W el,' eVer borne an honest upright 

} I,tracter, till in November 1H50 
Ie Wfts f Co ' Un ortunately led into bad 
\vl~)any and commenced drinking 
nJ~le 1 sad evil he continued for 3 
w nthR, the effects of whieh so 
(>,~~kened his intellect that in an 

" Sl'Ve hour he waR tempted to open 
trif},ral letters and take out a few 
Wh,lfg trinkets, of little value­shdf, I he sold openly for a few 
ftnd Ings-the act of a madman 
\\'0 Such a breach of trust he 
he ~~d ne~er ~ave committed had 
he ~en 10 Ius senses-to which 
fl \\ ItS soon brought by being 
,~prehended and committed to 
gr~r,ester Prison-too late re­
hhn t~ng tt~e folly tha.t had hrought 
the H 0 tlllS sad condition, March 
trhl th 51 he pleaded guilty nt his 
1Jed and was senteneed to 'ten 
"'It;'~ transportation'. March 27th he 
nor ,removed to N ol'thampton 
Ilin 0 goal where he has undergone 
tilld

e monthR separate eonfinement 
goo fr th~ spiritual guidnnce of the 
Oh ( ChrIstian Chaplain the Revc1. 
ki~\"l' \Vest who has heen most 
th(l( b~th to him and myself under 
havePaInfu! eircumstnnces-and I 
Illy every reason to believe that 
[le'li~oor huslJlind has hecome truly 
Cifu~ ent, .nnd looking unto It lllf'l'­
the SrWlOur for forgiveness for 
tim Past and strength to help in 

,,8 of need. 

on ~y great sorrow is to find that 
t'ell! e 2211<1 of December he vms 
\V oV~d from Northampton to 
~h where he is labouring 

in the Dockyard at work his health 
is not capable of-and I am afraid 
undoing nIl that the good Mr. West 
has worked in him-for they have 
no daily prayers-only service on 
a Sundn,y. Revd. Sir I will not 
dwell upon the heavy sorrow and 
misery brought upon myself and 
dear child by this unfortunate 
affair of my POOl' huslmnd, hut 
state that you would be doing me 
a great Christian kindness and 
favour if you would use your intcr­
est with Col. Jebb to get my hus­
hand removed to the colonies as 
soon as possible, where-by good 
con1uct, he would have a ticket of 
lelLYe gmnted to him-and obtain 
some situation his excellent 
education is capable of-and again 
become an honest respecbtble man. 

"I have friends here who are 
getting up a Petition to the Queen 
-to pray for a commutation of 
his Rentence-signed by the inhab· 
itants of this plaee who have known 
my husband many yeltl's, and are 
convincpd of the real honesty of 
his heal't. 

"1 must state that he was not 
amongst the convicts who last 
week became mutinous at 
Woolwich-his address is ' F .... 
N ,., No. 111G Ship Defenee '. 

"I trust Revd, Sir you will 
kindly use yOtlL' interest for me­
and pardon the liberty I have 
taken-hut I know you are a 
Christian l\[inister and would wish 
to relieve those in distreRs. 

"Believe me Rev, Sir 
Your humble nnd obdt Servt 

B .... A. N ... " 

The P' t the p IC llres of the early convict prison at Fremantle, WeRtern AllRtralla, and 
Of tli:eNent-day priRonR in Victoria, are reproduced by permiRsion of the Director 
A\l~tt'al' ews and Information Bureau at the Office of the High CommiSSioner for 
•• la, AURtralia House. Strand, London, W,C.2, 

Cnll'illil1fl Rmif}ranf,~ by Alexandra HaRlnelL Oxford University Press, 32R, 6<1. 
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