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SAFE LODGING 
Merfyn Turner 
Hutchinson & Co. Ltd. 25s. Od. 

THERE HAS UEEN in recent years, 
ft sPltte of books nbout priRons and 
prisoners. Some, by ex-pl'isoners 
mainly, havo been of tho kitchen 
sink variety, amusing but hardly 
edifying; others by over-enthusias­
tic "do-gooders" of the Rentimental 
vltl'iety, More worthy of consider­
ation have hpen thORO written by 
ex-governors or ex-rrison Com­
missioners, 

I npproached, therefore, the 
relt(ling of Merfyn Turner's book 
Safe Lodgina with Rome r('servl1-
tions, doubting the power of 1\, hook 
nbout peoplo with whom I nm in 
daily contaet to grip me except in 
critical irritntion. However Ml', 
TurOl'r's hook nbout the carrying 
ont of an icleallms that rare (Inality 
of combining subjectivity and 
objectivity, It has the ring of 
nuthenticity anll Rincerity-the 
spirit of the true hUl1u\nitltl'iltn 
who sets out to do something 
constructive Ithout It grave !locial 
nnd emotiollal Ill'ohlem, not just to 
talk nbout it. 

lIis obflervl\tions on 1\ pl'iRoner's 
mentality nnll his phantasies nhout 
his l'ohabilitntion into tloci(lty Itre 
shrewd, Familial' to nil who (lenl 
with offenders agninRt that Hociety 
nre prisoners' eXCUHeH Itnd Relf­
jURtificlttions fOl' hping "inHhle"'­
"they WOl'e covering up fol' others 

who were not in prison; their lapses 
were caused by a temporfLl'Y 
foolishness, alien to their nOl'D'lll) 
behaviour; they were 'framed'; or 
the police told them to plead guilty 
to make it easier for themselyes", 

lIere in Merlyn TUl'l1er is so)11e­
one who, in the section of his book 
which concel'ns itself with the 
birth of Norman House, has the 
honesty to Itdmit that neither he 
nor his Homes, at least initiallY, 
lu\a the experience to !lea'! with 
the more complicated and special­
ized emotional prohlems of the true 
alcoholic or the homOReXlHtI or the 
inadequate pRychopath, Here i~ 
Romeono with the eOllmge nnll 
candidness to confess (as some whO 
11l1\'e devoted years of study must 
know but do not always acknoW­
ledge so fmnkly) tlutt the mo1'C 
one stll!lies huml\ill natlll'e and its 
reltctions to its own internal con­
flicts and external envi!'onmen t, 
the mOl'e there is to learn, lIerc is 
the hum hie expression in words 
which most of WI only feel but ('Itn 
not express so well. of flwing up to 
reality, 

Ml', TlIl'ncl' points out whItt 
many social WOl'lWl's }u),vo felt. 
that JURt to satisfy 11. man's mat­
('rilll needs Ilnd gh'e him nn ndmon­
itol'Y pat on the hack to help hi)11 
on his way, is not an adcqunte 
ItnSWel' to I\, man's prohlems as to 
how to deal with hinu,elf and the 
tough wol'l<1 outside prif!On, lIe 
cmp}lItsises the neetl to understand I 
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a man's mental, emotionl"l ana 
sPiritual requirements-often so 
Pltthetically slight and easily sup­
plil'd if only they Itl'e realised-a 
need for security, for", wltrm, com­
fortahle home, for nJfection and 
friends, for "' feeling of helonging 
to It family-hecltuse mltn is hy 
nature l\, sochtl aninml-not "' 
Vegetahle to he watered nnd fed 
tllltt it mny flourish and hloom to 
everyhody's pleasure. 

Mr. Turner hits It firlll g'l·/tsp of 
difficulties which It mltn has to 
fl\('e after imprisonment-not only 
his struggles with his own person­
ality and his readjustment to 
Society, hut society's acceptnnee 
of him-particularly the man alone 
in It hu·ge metropolis with no ties, 
no fdenas except his cOJJlmdl's of 
the underwodd. To nnswer theil' 
Unslloken Illelts l\Ir. Turner de­
!Icrihes vividly his seltl'ch for It 

home-a real home for such men. 

All his chm'ncters nre descdhed 
With It vivid terseness Itnd reltlity 
Which might he the envy of n 
novelist or piltywright-n, eross­
~l'ction of nIl types o'C hUmltn 
!lILt\] reo If j list o{'casionllIly l\II·. 
Turner vergeR on the oY('r-s('nti­
tnC'ntlll, ItS in his description of 
Nornlltn House's first Christmas, 
this is It ftwit that mtty he forgiven 

I in one of so Christian It nature, He 
'!litkE'S up for it in another ('hnllt('r 
ltnd in din.\oglle scnttered thl'Ollgh­
Out the hoole, where he does not 
Dull his punc'hC's nhout the past 
inadequacy of c('rtnin social 
Itgencies. 

I would recommend Safe Lodyiny 
to anyone who loves people and 
who has It sincere desir'e to do 
something practicltl to help society 
reclaim some of its prodigal sons­
with Ito honest appraisal of their 
limitations when approaching It 
colossal tnsk-mther than merely 
talking or reporting about such 
prohlems. 

This hook highlights very clearly 
by its descriptions of real people 
with genuine prohlems-the differ­
ence between the purely intellect­
ultl nPPI'oach, the sociological 
survey Itnd research-and the 
Jl['ltctical attack on these problems. 

The two formet' methods hnye 
their place, hut in the end, it is 
the [·en.listic tn.ekling of a Ilt'ohlem 
which counts and is of the gl'C'lttest 
worth to humanity. 

S.\Lr..m TnoTTEU. 

COMMON SENSE ABOUT 
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 

C. H. Rolph 
Gollancz 68. Od. 

TIlE l'unr..WATION of this succinct 
ltnd "(,l'Y ['('Itlln hIe hook Itt It time 
wlwn the problems of crime anI! 
puniRhment fire ('/tusing siwh wide­
spI'C'ttd (',Olleel'll h~ singularly 1111-

posite. l\It-. C. H. Rolph JiltS co\'e)'('11 
It wille range of topiC's in the 175 
pages of hiiol hook, Itnll while no 
doubt lIluC'h of the ground will he 
,fa,miliar to the ,,('dous student of 
the social scien(,(~H, it is tll(' type of 
hook that is ,"CI'y mueh nceded at 
the present time. I woulc1 stl'ongly 
1'('C'omnwnd this hool, to nIl 
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