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Progressive opinion hfts long held 
that there mnst be an extension 
of non-institutional forms of train
ing for offenders, and mention 
Illight have been made of Training 
Centres, an extension of the 
Attendance Centre idelt, ItS sugges
tell by Sir' Basil Henriques .. 'l'l'Ilin
ing Centres might provide realistic 
tl'aining, and they would certainly 
be economical. Perhaps exped
Illents will soon he carried out 
along these lines. 

This hook seriously questions 
Illany of the pl'inC'iples upon which 
the administmtion of justi('e is 
hllH('d, Ilnd pl'dmps some of them 
l1('ed to be examined ngain in the 
light of ('om man sense, 

G. P. McNEAr ... 

PROBATION - TilE SECOND 
CHANCE 

John St. John 
Vista 800ks 2Ss Od. 

'l'IlIH IS nn important hook. It is 
th(! only non-texthook devoted 
Wholly to an objective study of t~le 
Bnglish pl'Ohation R),stem n~d Its 
Itllthor is ItTl expel'jpnee<1 Wl'Itel', It 

RkiJI('d Oh~l('l'VPt' !tnd !tTl It('{'m'ate 
1'('pol·ter. The result is It pictUl'e ~f 
the probation ofticer's work ItS It 
\'eally is, 

He describes truthfully the hack
!{t'ol1nd against whie-h it still ~oo 
often Ims to he perfol'med; the tn

Ildptluate oflice nccollllnmlntion, the 

dingy wftiting-rooms, depressing to 
officel' and probationer alike, the 
squalor nnd smells (' the bedridden, 
querulous grltndmother; an insnn
ihtt'y, shared lavatory , . , urine, 
nrmpits, tired hl'e,tth ... very, 
very old dirt Itml the reek of boiling 
mutton bones ') of lllltny of the 
homes and doss houses the proba
tion officer luts to visit, This is the 
real stuff and will be recognised ItS 
Ituthentic by Itnybody who has 
worked in this field. 

The clml'ltcters that people },It-. 
St, John's cannts are equally 
real; trouhled, dishonest, feekless, 
aggt'essive, 1\ Tlstll hIe, deprh"ed, they 
Itt'e all famililtl' figureB. 

Theltuthorisconsciolls, too, of the 
pl'Ofessional ditliculties within the 
!Service !tnd indeed of the proha,
tion oflieel"s WIU' within himself. 
He it~ not \lIlcritknl of nIl that he 
SMV ltna learned and he recognises 
the dangers the prohation oIncer 
himself encounters in his work. 
l\Iany pt'obation ofliecs will ndmow
IC'dgt', rOl' insial1(,(" the Boundness of 
tlw following OhSeI'YIl.tion; • Del'lpite 
his dch diet of human r('lntionships 
and his dll,ily contnct with life Itt 
its l'Itwest, tlw pl'Olllttion ofYi(,Cl' can 
in fact !tIl too easily h?oollH' wnll('<l 
in hy tIl<' small, dosed \Vodd of tIll' 
('ollrt, the ofliet' ItIll! tIl(' cpIls: tho 
isohttion is in part's£'lf-pl'ot£'ctive 
and is intensiflell hy long hOUl'S and 
evening visits that lean' little time 
fOl' normal leist\l'e !tlld friendships. 
Thpl'e if; n!\mys It risk, too, tllttt 
the CltSeWOl'k tec.ltnique comhined 
with the court's /tuthol'ity, gives 
the prohation ofliC'cr It falso senso 
of omniseience !lnd invincibility, 
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Despite the new ideas and the 
(·.ross-fertilizlttion with otlier dis
,ciplines. is there perha.ps It danger 
·of 11 new orthodoxy. It casework 
.aettdemieism? 

And here the author unwittingly 
reveals a curious weakness. Mid It 

major omission in his hook for he. 
too. appel1rs to Imve hecome so 
involvell with individual casework 
techniques as to fail to attach 
sutHcient weight. itS an influence on 
the offender. to" thp prpSRures of 
suh-culture gl·OUpS. True. in two 
chapters. he mfers to society'R own 
values hut these mther superficial 
references fttil tt> take Itecollnt of 
the enorlllOUR foree of BU h-group 

pressures as a factor resisting 
individual case-work techniques. It 
may be that the author is more 
aware of these forces than he here 
indicates Imd that he intends to 
discuss them in It later work. 

Mpanwhile Wt' lllllst he gl'lttefnl 
to ~h-. St. John for this rewnrdim: 
rpsult of llluch patient resenl'ch nnd 
to the Home Oflice alld the proh: t -

tion service for affording him the 
freedom and co-op<'l'Ution that made 
it possihle. One would welcome the 
appearance of this hook in a papcr-
hack edition so that it nUt), ho 
availahle to It larger public. It 
should certainly be read hy ItJl 
thmle engaged in 01' nssocil1tpd with 
this and allipd lipIds of social work. 

F. C. FOSTE~' 
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