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Lions and Elephants 

R. D. FAIRN 

"OJ!' CounsE," said the Commis­
sionet, ItS he !Lnd I entered the 
~rison gates n, few months ago, 
they have to keep a fire burning 

here Itll night to keep the lions 
aWay", The prison WitS the women's 
e~trtblishment Itt TJangn,ta just out­
!llde Nairobi in Kenya, Itnd this 
Phlegmatic statenH'nt illustt'ntes 
how different am some of the 
lll'oblems our o~el'sens collellgues 
have to face from those we meet 
Itt home, At Manyani prison, in the 
!lltnle territory, elephants, mltde 
Uospemte by the prolonged 
(It'ought, had attn,eked the witter 
Pipes. Such hazards might mise 
an eyebrow Ol' two amongst ROllle 
li'or'emen of 'Yorks I know. 

ThcRe thoughts carne h:tck to 
lnf) the other dar when the 
Colonial SCel'ctal'r'S Advisory 
COll1mittee on the Trcn:tment of 
Offenders was laid down, upon thc 
tl'anRfer of thiR Rnd like functions 

, (l'om the Colonial Ollice to the 
h(lW Dcpartment of Technical Co­
Ollemtion. This seems to he the 
l!loment whcn SOllle note should hc 
taken of the part the English 
llrison Itnd BorstlLI Scrviee hl\8 
played in the Commonwealth 
territories. Perhaps we were a bit 
Vietorit1n when in Hl4G we opened 

I the Stllff College with the name, 

Imperial Training School, hut 
that hlessed word announced the 
proud fact of the contrihution in 
training, advice and service which 
it has heen our privilege to make 
to thc Empire and Commonwealth 
over the years. Nor is that con­
tribution diminishing with the 
s}n'inlmge of tho old Empire. As I 
writ£', quite apart from a number 
of oflicors who have recently re­
turned to us, thcre aro no fewer 
than scventeen others, either tem­
porarily trnnsfcrrcd or in "a llilroved 
cmployment" overseas, l'Itl1gil1g 
from Mr. G. J. Hawkins, onee of the 
StitH' College I1nd now lecturing on 
mimil1l11 scienee in New South 
\Val£'s, and MajOl' James, also of 
the StMf Collcge, who is Commis­
sioner of Prisons in Singapol'c, to 
MI'. T. H, Pool, It Supervisor of 
'Vorks hut huilding, us I write, It 

new prison in Dermudtl, To this 
number shol11d he added othE'l's like 
Mr. O. V. Gltrmtt, once It House­
master at Pcltlutlll and until l'e­
('ontly Adviscr on the Trcatment 
of Prisoncrs to the Secretltry of 
State for the Colonics, nnd the 
present Dit'octor of BOl'stal Admin­
istmtion, who served fOl' somo 
time at 11 horstal in Durma. 

Frolll very soon after the open­
ing of training classes for oilicers 
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at Wakefield in 1925, a tm<1ition 
was crel1tetl by which we Itlwltys 
had some serving oversens, 11 

tradition inspiretl very largely by 
the late Sir Alexander Paterson, 
who had himself visited many of 
the territories. From time to time 
these officers and others recruited 
outside the Service would return 
to this country to undergo a 
prisons tour led by Mr. Paterson 
as he then wits-some of us irrev­
erently called it .. A.P.'s Colonial 
Cit'cus", After the tour the party 
would end lip itt 'Yakefield and 
adjourn to Bl'lulford, there to enjoy 
the generous hospitality of Mr. 
D.G. Ackroyd, J,~. On one ocOltsion 
Oxford WitS inclUlled in the tom' 
nnd A. P. nrrnnged for It leeture to 
he given in his own University 
College on the Ethics of P/lni.~hment. 
The lecturer was 11 university don 
Itnd the development of the theme 
WitS profound. At the eonclllsion 
there WitS tho usual emhltt'l'asseil 
hush before discussion ht'£>\tks onto 
It WIU! not long herom tho silen('e 
WitS hroken hy It tough from Tan­
ganyiklt. "'Yell, of comse, there is 
only one thing to do: flog 'em." 
What 1,etter opening eoulc1 there 
be on such It theme? 

These gmnd tonI'S nre no longer 
nppropriato to this day and uge, In 
their place the Stltff College pro­
yill('s every year It tlll'('e months 

course for prison officers native to 
their severnl tel'ritories, Itn<1 us I 
have tmvelled the world I 11I1\'e 
met brown and black colleagnes in 
the overseas services for whonl 
'Yakefiehl is a magic word: it spells 
for them fellowship nnd has led 
them in their tmn to offer me thO 
most generous hospitality. 

I have mentioned Paterson's 
visits to foreign parts. Selections 
fl'om some of his reports can be 
found in S. J\.. Ruck's Paterson 011 

Prisons. After the wal' nnd on his 
retirement, the fit'st Director of 
Pl'ison Administrlttion, Mr. N. n, 
Hilton himself undertook It numbel' 
of journeys nt the request of the 
Colonial Olliee nnd I have had 
something of the same gooa fortune 
since 1955. In Jamaica, British 
Guiana, Barbado!! aud Kenya, Itntl 
in CYI)rUs with Sit' Lionel Fox, mY 
visit!! have hoth enlarged my dt'de 
of fdends nnd given me 11 vivid 
nppr('eiation of the kind of prob­
lems they I1re facing. Life in the 
territories oversens is very differ­
ent ft'OIll what it is here. Our col­
len,gues there lmve no welfare state 
IlS It supporting context, T.Jions ana 
elephnnts nre nll10ngst the len!!t of 
their trouhles. ShOt,t though we 
m'e of stnff at hOll1e they are evell 
shOt'ter. TJet us keep them in mind 
from time to tim(', 
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