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Inquiry into Prisoners 
and their Families 

... }? E P, AN INDEPENDENT research 
organisation, has received a com­
hined grant of £12,000 from two 
llrivate Trusts for the purpose of 
Carrying out a three-year study of 
the needs and problems of the 
faTUilies of men in prison_ At present 
there is little systematic know­
ledge about such fa,milies. The in­
qUiry will review the economic, 
SOcia'! and psychological factors 
Itliecting them and will evaluate 
tho ways in which their needs are 
Itt present met and the implications 
for future policy in 1'I'gard to the 
Welfare of prisoners' families, 
11a1'ticulnrly during the period of 
separation. 

As fnr as possible regional difler­
eOces will be taken into Ilccount 
by the selection of a .1.m,lan(·ed 
!!ample of flLmilies from all parts 
of the country. The men them­
Relves will he interviewed ILS well 
Its their dependents in order to 
RII,in a picture of the complete 

family unit during imprisonment. 
It is intended to pay particular 
attention to the q nestion of hire 
purchase commitments, since the 
numher of people in prison for debt 
continues to rise sharply. 

The work is being carried out 
with the co-operation of the Prison 
Commission and the Home Office 
with Mrs. Pauline Morris aA the 
Senior Resen,rcb Officer. 

PEP hn,s ca1'1'iN1 out many 
previous inquiries into socin.l prob­
lems. .. Fn.mily Needs and the 
Social Services" was pu hlishod in 
April last and a major current in­
quiry is concerned with the Com­
munity Ml'ntal Hl'ltlth Services. 
This new study is, however, the 
first PEP projl'ct in the flelcl 
of crime n.nd delinquency. The 
present programme of PEP I\lso 
includes n. study of the trade 
unions in n. changing society and 
0. mo.jor project conoerned with 
the European Common Mn,1'ket. 
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