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a man's mental, emotionl"l ana 
sPiritual requirements-often so 
Pltthetically slight and easily sup
plil'd if only they Itl'e realised-a 
need for security, for", wltrm, com
fortahle home, for nJfection and 
friends, for "' feeling of helonging 
to It family-hecltuse mltn is hy 
nature l\, sochtl aninml-not "' 
Vegetahle to he watered nnd fed 
tllltt it mny flourish and hloom to 
everyhody's pleasure. 

Mr. Turner hits It firlll g'l·/tsp of 
difficulties which It mltn has to 
fl\('e after imprisonment-not only 
his struggles with his own person
ality and his readjustment to 
Society, hut society's acceptnnee 
of him-particularly the man alone 
in It hu·ge metropolis with no ties, 
no fdenas except his cOJJlmdl's of 
the underwodd. To nnswer theil' 
Unslloken Illelts l\Ir. Turner de
!Icrihes vividly his seltl'ch for It 

home-a real home for such men. 

All his chm'ncters nre descdhed 
With It vivid terseness Itnd reltlity 
Which might he the envy of n 
novelist or piltywright-n, eross
~l'ction of nIl types o'C hUmltn 
!lILt\] reo If j list o{'casionllIly l\II·. 
Turner vergeR on the oY('r-s('nti
tnC'ntlll, ItS in his description of 
Nornlltn House's first Christmas, 
this is It ftwit that mtty he forgiven 

I in one of so Christian It nature, He 
'!litkE'S up for it in another ('hnllt('r 
ltnd in din.\oglle scnttered thl'Ollgh
Out the hoole, where he does not 
Dull his punc'hC's nhout the past 
inadequacy of c('rtnin social 
Itgencies. 

I would recommend Safe Lodyiny 
to anyone who loves people and 
who has It sincere desir'e to do 
something practicltl to help society 
reclaim some of its prodigal sons
with Ito honest appraisal of their 
limitations when approaching It 
colossal tnsk-mther than merely 
talking or reporting about such 
prohlems. 

This hook highlights very clearly 
by its descriptions of real people 
with genuine prohlems-the differ
ence between the purely intellect
ultl nPPI'oach, the sociological 
survey Itnd research-and the 
Jl['ltctical attack on these problems. 

The two formet' methods hnye 
their place, hut in the end, it is 
the [·en.listic tn.ekling of a Ilt'ohlem 
which counts and is of the gl'C'lttest 
worth to humanity. 

S.\Lr..m TnoTTEU. 

COMMON SENSE ABOUT 
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 

C. H. Rolph 
Gollancz 68. Od. 

TIlE l'unr..WATION of this succinct 
ltnd "(,l'Y ['('Itlln hIe hook Itt It time 
wlwn the problems of crime anI! 
puniRhment fire ('/tusing siwh wide
spI'C'ttd (',Olleel'll h~ singularly 1111-

posite. l\It-. C. H. Rolph JiltS co\'e)'('11 
It wille range of topiC's in the 175 
pages of hiiol hook, Itnll while no 
doubt lIluC'h of the ground will he 
,fa,miliar to the ,,('dous student of 
the social scien(,(~H, it is tll(' type of 
hook that is ,"CI'y mueh nceded at 
the present time. I woulc1 stl'ongly 
1'('C'omnwnd this hool, to nIl 
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memhers of the prison Rervice, 
pltrticularly aR the author has a 
sympathetic and undel'standing 
approach to many of our probleUls. 

Mr. Rolph heginR hy denning 
crime and punishment, and then 
has some pertiIH'nt and Rceptical 
remarks to make on the extent of 
the crime prohlem in Englltnd and 
\Vales Itt the preRent time. lIe has 
some cogent remarks to make about 
The Criminal StatiRticR -

No one thinkR much of thi!! publica
tion, least of all the highly ex.pert 
statistician!! at the Home Office, to 
whom it ii'! a kind of reappeal'ing "fat 
boy" Ineuucable, unrellable, embar
ralllling to It!! parent!! but warmly 
welcomeu everywhere ehle because of 
the tieRh-cl'ccplng tale It tell!!. 

The book then ('xalllin('s specific 
forms of crime, theil' "supposed" 
causes (thN'e iR Itn important 
section d(,ltling with the moml 
atmosphere of our society and its 
effect upon youth) , and then crime 
prevention and deteetion. :hI I" 
Rolph, who is a former Chief 
Inspector of Police, deals at some 
length with the contl'ovel'siftl 
subject of police-and-public rela
tionships. lIe discuRH(,s the whole 
question of" voluntn,l'Y statements" 
and the irl'eguhtl'itieR that occur 
- thoRe familial' with the views of 
prisoners in gl'OUP eounselling 
seRsions will know how strong their 
f('elings are on this suhject. lIe 
makes a pIca for the use of tape 
recordingR in place of the written 
statement for the questioned 
person, which would Reem to be a 
very r('asonahle anel necesRltry 
reform. 

Capital and corporal punishment 
are covered in two chapters, w hero 
the case for retention and abolition 
is carefully examined. There is 
useful material here for essayists 
and potential delmters, although I 
dou bt if the arguments for abolition 
will convince lllajority opinion 
( estimated at seventy-five pel' cent 
of those questioneu in a recent 
poll. ) 

The most important elmpters of 
the hook are those on impril'l
onment and after-cltl'e. One would 
have wished for theRe subjects to 
he treated at greater length. Tho 
author writes with paRsion ahout 
the appalling inadequacies of priRon 
huile1ingR, and he rightly makes the 
point that clasRification of pl'isonl'l 
can have little value at the present 
time. The perennia,l pt'oblems of 
priRon work and wages Itre exaJll
ined, Itnd the author critieises the1 

Trade Unions for theil' unrealistic 
fenrs ahout competitive prison 
labour -
... the 'rradc Unions Flhould bO 
brought to lIee that their tlrcacl of a 
uew force of" slave labonr" is about 
as real, antI well founded, aFl Chinl\'S 
fear of Tibet. 

The cnRe iR lIlade for a gl'('ltt('1' liSt' 

of pl'olllttion, and the deSpel'llte 
need COl' It l'Ovitulis('d ProlmtioIl 
Serviee is l'ecognised, where the 
status nnd l'emunemtion for the 
prolllttion officer would he truly 
COllllllenRurnte with the importance 
of his work. Ofliciltl 11ltrRimony is 
also blamed for the limitations of 
the pr('sent nfter-cltre services. It 
is very salutary when one compareS I 

the Itl110unt of money spent on 1'0' 

habilitation of offenders in Sweden· 
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Progressive opinion hfts long held 
that there mnst be an extension 
of non-institutional forms of train
ing for offenders, and mention 
Illight have been made of Training 
Centres, an extension of the 
Attendance Centre idelt, ItS sugges
tell by Sir' Basil Henriques .. 'l'l'Ilin
ing Centres might provide realistic 
tl'aining, and they would certainly 
be economical. Perhaps exped
Illents will soon he carried out 
along these lines. 

This hook seriously questions 
Illany of the pl'inC'iples upon which 
the administmtion of justi('e is 
hllH('d, Ilnd pl'dmps some of them 
l1('ed to be examined ngain in the 
light of ('om man sense, 

G. P. McNEAr ... 

PROBATION - TilE SECOND 
CHANCE 

John St. John 
Vista 800ks 2Ss Od. 

'l'IlIH IS nn important hook. It is 
th(! only non-texthook devoted 
Wholly to an objective study of t~le 
Bnglish pl'Ohation R),stem n~d Its 
Itllthor is ItTl expel'jpnee<1 Wl'Itel', It 

RkiJI('d Oh~l('l'VPt' !tnd !tTl It('{'m'ate 
1'('pol·ter. The result is It pictUl'e ~f 
the probation ofticer's work ItS It 
\'eally is, 

He describes truthfully the hack
!{t'ol1nd against whie-h it still ~oo 
often Ims to he perfol'med; the tn

Ildptluate oflice nccollllnmlntion, the 

dingy wftiting-rooms, depressing to 
officel' and probationer alike, the 
squalor nnd smells (' the bedridden, 
querulous grltndmother; an insnn
ihtt'y, shared lavatory , . , urine, 
nrmpits, tired hl'e,tth ... very, 
very old dirt Itml the reek of boiling 
mutton bones ') of lllltny of the 
homes and doss houses the proba
tion officer luts to visit, This is the 
real stuff and will be recognised ItS 
Ituthentic by Itnybody who has 
worked in this field. 

The clml'ltcters that people },It-. 
St, John's cannts are equally 
real; trouhled, dishonest, feekless, 
aggt'essive, 1\ Tlstll hIe, deprh"ed, they 
Itt'e all famililtl' figureB. 

Theltuthorisconsciolls, too, of the 
pl'Ofessional ditliculties within the 
!Service !tnd indeed of the proha,
tion oflieel"s WIU' within himself. 
He it~ not \lIlcritknl of nIl that he 
SMV ltna learned and he recognises 
the dangers the prohation oIncer 
himself encounters in his work. 
l\Iany pt'obation ofliecs will ndmow
IC'dgt', rOl' insial1(,(" the Boundness of 
tlw following OhSeI'YIl.tion; • Del'lpite 
his dch diet of human r('lntionships 
and his dll,ily contnct with life Itt 
its l'Itwest, tlw pl'Olllttion ofYi(,Cl' can 
in fact !tIl too easily h?oollH' wnll('<l 
in hy tIl<' small, dosed \Vodd of tIll' 
('ollrt, the ofliet' ItIll! tIl(' cpIls: tho 
isohttion is in part's£'lf-pl'ot£'ctive 
and is intensiflell hy long hOUl'S and 
evening visits that lean' little time 
fOl' normal leist\l'e !tlld friendships. 
Thpl'e if; n!\mys It risk, too, tllttt 
the CltSeWOl'k tec.ltnique comhined 
with the court's /tuthol'ity, gives 
the prohation ofliC'cr It falso senso 
of omniseience !lnd invincibility, 
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