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In God is for Real Man Carl 

urk h' ' , . e. c a,plaIn to an American 
pnson. has brought together a 
nU~ber of paraphrases of Biblical 
~ones. from both Old and New 
~st.aments. made by young under. 

PbrlVlleged people. in their own 
eat 'k . 

nt Jargon. To judge by these 
es~~ys. which one should regard as 
et~ Ightening rather than inten. 
lonaJly . amusIng, the youngsters 

seem '11' WI 109 to accept on their 
OWn ' 
f terms. not according to the 
~rm~ of a Church which has 
c emIngly deserted them, the con. 
a~Pts ~f God as Maker and Christ 
sto~avlOur. ~hey relate the Bible 
h es to their own experiences of 
k ~te and love and meanness and 
t~ndness. They are beginning 
f understand that maybe God is Or real. • • 

What emerges from both these 
little books is that children often 
become criminal because they 
lack love and understanding from 
those who should be standing in 
the place of God to them. They 
are young persons in need of God's 
love and care. who cannot be 
expected to have respect for the 
idea of God as Father when their 
own parents are depraved or 
inadequate. As a young borstal 
lad once said to me: "Why are 
they surprised if I am violent? 
Violence is the only thing I have 
known in my life". 

If these small books, each in its 
own special way, help anybody to 
penetrate only a little to the minds 
of the alienated young ones in 
prisons and borstals, they will 
have done well. 
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. h Ie they! 
recommendations of the Mountbatten Report are seen as a w 0 , be,/" 
offer a great opportunity for the rca1i~ation of the hope; of a great num 1 

of prison officers and, 1 would add, of those who work with them. d~ 
It would be most distressing jf we lost this opportunity. Alrea 

00 I 

"security officers" are being trained at Wakefield; it is up to us to urgetbe, 
our Department that corresponding implementation should be given ~o ait' 
other side of the coin-to press for similar training in group wor 
rehabilitation. jl . 

The urgency of thi:> matter cannot be over emphasised. For. alreadYib,l 
seems that a hasty decision has been taken: in agreeing to impleme~ce"t 
report's suggestion (section 17) for a new gracie of senior prison 0 orl' 
has the Prison Department avoided consideration of the much IIln?t 
relevant type of reorganisation of grades proposed by Mr. NichOlso .t 

cec.' If 1967 is eventually seen as a year which marked only a fresh con !Ie} 
with the implementation of our custodial a!ms. the fault will be ours II 
not Lord Mountbatten's. 

I urn, 
Yours etc .• 

CHRISTOPHER R. BRAND, 
(Psychologist), 

H.M. Prison, 
Grendon. 
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