
PRISON SERVICE JOURNAL 7 

Look Back . . . and Forward 
~hanging Concepts of Crime and 
~s Treatment is the title of a new 

1.
ohok• edited by Hugh Klare. pub

IS ed . 
b • Just before the Congress, 
R Y Pergamon Press at 50s. oct. A 
?ll1posium of eight essays is pre
~ced by a. foreword from Rt. Hon. 
b ~nneth Younger commenting 
tI,efiy on the centenary of the 
19~ward Association which in 

1 became the Howard League. 
Cebbration of anniversaries pur ' 

sa' lcularly centenaries, may be 
Ofld t? be the bread and butter 
ob dIary publishers and the 
Pe session of the B.B.C., but. in the 
a nal world. critics of the Look 
S ~k in Admira.tion (or Horror) 
t'h 001 are often heard to say how 
b ey deplore the constant reference 
S:ck to Howard. Fry. du Cane. 
th rah Martin. Maconochie or even 
(n e latter day saints or sinners 
sh~~~ Your own choice). but they 
ne U remember that every day 
of w ~eop1e come into the world 
'Wo&nson• be they officers. social 
day ers or magistrates, and every 
int someone who has never come 
00 

0 Contact with prison in the 
So u;se of his professional life does 
cito ?r the first time. be he soli
the r s clerk. bread delivery man, 
Ittin' Man from the Ministry or 
pro~~try. So it is necessary to 
Of thde newly presented accounts 
Of e. old folk lore of the world 
ava, ·ir~sons and to make them 
refe

l 
a Ie. by direct sale or by 

rence via those of us "inside" 

who have a teaching or showing 
relationship with those from 
"outside". 

This book can bring all of us, 
inside and outside, thoroughly up
to-date. beginning with a look at 
present-day crime. Terence Mor
ris. examining social toleration to 
crime. takes a panoramic view of 
all the crimes so popularly (and 
properly) denounced by Press or 
pulpit. and draws some startling 
comparisons from criminal ~tat
istics. Did you know. for instance. 
that more people (4.7 per cent) 
were found gUilty of failing to take 
out radio. car or dog licences than 
of breaking and entering (3.6 per 
cent), or that twice as many people 
cheated British Rail as were 
convicted of violence against the 
person? In the final analysis, he 
says "crime is what the other 
person does. What I do, if it is 
against the law. is susceptible to 
redefinition through rationalisa
tion" . 

Tolerant we may all be, here 
at home. How tolerant would we 
be in America towards some of 
the attitudes shown towards negro 
and white offenders? Marvin E. 
Wolfgang, Pennsylvania Univer. 
sity's professor of sociology, on 
Race and Crime. maintains that 
the general attitude of the courts 
(Garfinkel's survey of ten' counties 
in North Carolina between 1930-
40) was that the slaying of a white 
by a negro was almost prima facie 
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evidence of guilt; of a white by a 
white required objective admini
stration of justice; of a negro by 
a,: riegro was just a routine affair 
deserving only moderate 'attention. 
and of a negro by a white' pro
bably involving some' mitigating 
circumstances like provocation. 

Criminal activity varies from 
person to person. place to place. 
and. our treatment of criminals has 
changed. Dr. Gibbens' essay on 
the development of' forensic 
psychiatry is a calming mixture of 
fact and opinion for those 'who 
criticise any and every theory 
about 1:iehaviour and treatment. 
while Dr. Miller's account of an 
a,pproved 'school is an example 
of how progress has been made in 
institutional life by the introduc
tion of practical psychiatric help. 

Charlotte Banks takes a look at 
prison. borstal and detention cen
tres. gives us many statistiCs and 
asks many. many questions. One 
of her conclusions is "if the 
official statistics can be relied on. 
or if there is no startling change 
in the figures for 1965 and '66 we 
might, then, expect the failure 
rates for borstaI and prison to get 
rather worse". In the next breath 
she adds: "It is not possible to 
conclude anything about deten
tion 'centres". No doubt she means 
about the' failure rate. 

Changes in concept. in policy. 
in staff bring change in the daily 
routine of an esta,blishment.· Paul 
de Berker has some fasCinating 
things to say about the sociology 
of change in penal institutions. 

From the challenging, open~g 
statement that "it is, possible a 
say that the essential task of the 
institution is to preserve itself froIll 
chaos" he sweeps. boldly on. takes 
us behind the scenes of gro~ 
life in various parts of an eS~'le 
Iishment, and concludes that W he 
"so far most, of the energy of t 
institution has been devoted to th.e 
engineering of new staff conullunlf 
cations systems as instruments'tO 

b'll amanagement whereby a reha 1 .. 

tive policy can be put into effect.; 
the question as to what role 1_ 

taken up by the prisoners th:Ill 
selves, in the changing situation. 
remains unanswered. 

his-The last two essays are d 
torical accounts of the men (an

Ill the buildings) in prison life fro ul 
Howard to the present day; p~ n 
Cornil. Secretary General Belg~a g 
Ministry of Justice comparill d 
Howard's'notes with the Stand.afd 
Minimum Rules of the Vn1te n 
Nations Congress, and Dunc~_ 
Faim, looking to the future, CO

he 
siders that following o~. ~a
results of research "adm101st 

, on 
tion may be founded less 
inspired hunches and more on 
observed fact". 

. '}1 find 
.. "New" prison people WI • nt 

this book gives them suffic~~e 
~ackground material on cn fof 
yest~rday, many· thoughts d 
tOOay's dealing with criminals, a~e 
iust. enough forecasting of' t tit 
future to make tomorrow ·wor 

anticipating. 
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