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Recent Books 
Reviewed by N. J. TYNDALL 

SIR LIONEL FOX REMEMBERED 

A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS in English 
and French entitled Studies in 
Penology (Martin us Nijhoff, The 
Hague. 22.50 Gldrs.) has been pub
lished, four years after his death. to 
the memory of Sir Lionel Fox. 
C.B., M.C., by his colleagues in the 
International Penal and Peniten· 
tiary Foundation. It has about it a 
whiff of nostalgia for the past glory 
of the Prison Commission and is 
a reminder of Sir Lionel's influence 
both nationally and internationally 
in the years 1942-1960 when he 
was chairman. 

A. W. Peterson evaluates his 
contribution during these 18 years. 
The twin pillars of Fox's policy 
were his constant questioning of 
all aspects of penal administration, 
never being content with existing 
methods, and his firm conviction 
that the public should be ade
quately informed of what was 
being done in its name. This 
questioning led to wide increases 
in the social and educational 
facilities for prisoners. rapid 
expansion of open prisons and the 
inauguration of the hostel scheme, 
all springing from humanitarian 
considerations. 

Though most of the other articles 
pay personal tribute to Fox in 

passing. they are not di~ect~ 
concernej with his work. Aube, s 
Norway. strongly con~eI?~1 
attempts to argue that cnnll~1 
policy is a science and consequen ~ 
that the psychiatrists sho~ld bav

d 
responsibility for sentenctng d~n I 
treatment. He claims that me IC~f 
"experts" are in danger botb 
themselves assuming too grea~ a 
skill in prediction and of bcUl.g 
pushed into an omniscient pOSI' 
tion by befuddled laymen. 11 

There arc differing vieWS 0 I 
the worth of present-day pcn~f 
administration. Sanford Bates. t'c 

• IS I 
New Jersey takes an optun st 
view, praising the work of the lath 
30 years, ill particular the gro~or 
of open prisons But to Profes . ve' 
Lopez-Ray many of these impro, s 
ments arc merely patch remedl~;~ 
In a major article entitled "Anaty J 
cal Penology" he wants. r?ot aFar 
branch reform. maintatnl~g js 
instance that "overcrowdtng. 011 
more the sequel of obsolete pnS 11 

and criminal justice systems t~~i' 
a Jack of space". As well as:r f 
cising the building in the 1960dStt~c 
Blundeston-type cell blocks an . oil 
continuance of minimal pns se 
earnings. he wants muIti.purpobc 
buildings. such as locals. to 
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abor h IS ed in order to give each 
establ' h . th l~ ment a clearer task. It IS 

lh:t failure to tackle this problem 
of • has generated the present rush 
\J Interest in after-care. But no 
w~.;UI after-care will be achieved 
ha Ihe treatment inside is so 

P azard 
V' . 

. arlOUs open prison systems 
:~e described in detail. In Hol1and 
is Y~~ serving over eight months 

C e 19lble for open prisons which on . • 
and SISt of no more than 25 men 
tha are more akin to our hostels 
hasn ou~ open prisons. Finland 
sYst a dIfferentiated open prison 
sh em with labour colonies for 
li~rt .. term prisoners who serve no 
Co] e !n closed prisons first. prison 
Ion anles as a progressive stage for 
fOr ~Herm men, and labour camps 
threrele~sed prisoners. But in these 
ll1el e dlff:rent types of prisons. all 
con1.JecclVe full wages and have 

ESI e.rable independence. 
scar n~~ISh open prisons receive a 
Pho C tng examination from 
(Ep ebe Willetts in Invisible Bars 
pretorth Press, 12s. 6d.). She 
Prig ers Holloway to an open 
disaon any day. As a nuclear 
C)~r rlUer, wife of an Anglican 
tive gYm.an, she is not a representa
cOIll P~lsoner, but many of her 
Sl plamts sound typical enough. 
tol\~ouldn't get a prison brassiere 
ShOUld and wonders why women 
hated n't wear their own. She 
dorill ' th: lack of privacy in the 
gru ltones. She thought it incon
con~~~ to "trust" women in open 
cree I~ons. then make them walk in 

l'~ ile like school girls. 
e real burden of her complaint 

is more fundamental. She feels the 
opportunities afforded by opcn 
conditions are waste:l. Every effort 
she felt was taken to deprive the 
women of their individuality and 
sense of personal worth. Though 
there are no physical bolts and bars. 
there might as well be, for the 
apparent sense of freedom was a 
myth, It was in Holloway that she 
really felt she was treated as a 
responsible human being. The open 
prison was a boarding school 
which reduced human dignity to 
a condition of helpless dependence. 
To add insult to injury the inmates 
were expected to be grateful for 
being there. The highlight of the 
year was open day, which is 
described in terms worthy of 
similar occasions recounted by 
I3rendan Behan and Frank Norman. 

Tony Parker, Prison Visitor 
with a tape recorder. has switched 
his interest to the other sex in 
Five Women (Hutchinson. 25s. Od.), 
case histories of, curiously, six 
women. I would not agree with the 
dust cover that it is an important 
book, but it is short and easy 
reading, and fact is more interesting 
than fiction. He hammers home 
that we must constantly look for 
the person behind the prisoner; 
that the person is very often 
hopeles,,>, futile, unlovely and very 
difficult to help. 

Two books about work being 
done to help people in the com
munity are worth mentioning. 
The Samaritans, edited by the 
founder of the movement CHAD 
VARAH (Constable, 18s. Od.) 'is part 
descriptive of the work being done 
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(0 prevent suicides (6.000 per year' 
successful. with an estimated ten 
times as many attempts) and part 
simple accounts of how to help 
people in distress. de Berker con
tributes a chapter on befriending 
those suffering from guilt, and 
other chapters discuss depression, 
loneliness and sexual difficulties. 
Christians and Social Work by 

Kathleen Heasman (S.C.M. pre~si 
8s. 6d.) looks at the need for so~as 
work in a welfare state. touC e 
on group counselling at po1lingto~ 
Borstal and Claybury Menta 
Health. and talks about the lay; 
man's approach to counse1li~g '~e 
casework. People's problems InSI 

prisons are no different from thoSe 
outside. 

--------------------~~~-------------------

CONTRIBUTORS 

A. TAYLOR is an officer at Camp Hill. 
Apart from cartooning. his interests are 
the study of birds and animals. 

A. F. RUTHERFORD qualified in social 
studies and criminology at Durham 
and Cambridge. He has been an assis
tant governor at Hewell Grange borstal 
since 1962. 

E. PERRY. recently retired after over 
25 years' service in many different types 
of establishment. was hostel warden at 
Pentonville for three years. 

D. W. BUTLER is an officer at Maid
stone Prison. 

k cashier W. C. E. HARTLEY. a ban is an 
who is an economics grad~ate. 'story 
authority on Yorkshire bankmg hi kefs. 
and lecturer to the Institute of Ba~etafY 

For some years he has been secf the 
at the Harrogate committee Os Aid 
West Riding Discharged Prisoner Arch 
Society. frequently visits Thorpproba
prison and co-operates with t~.{ Ip and 
tion Service. local Guild of fte r care 
other bodies in voluntary a e 
work. His wife is a magistrate. 

............................................. .--------
Pen Pal Please 

d Ghana
Mr. C. K. AOBALE, a 24-year-01. Accra 
ian prison officer. working lUt have 
borstal (P.O. Box 129) wish~S 0 rn 
a pen friend in the United Klngdo . 
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