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Editorial 
NEWS OF Russian prisons, or work with young offenders in Scotland, of II 
ne}\' institution in Suffolk, sermons given to prisoners in Germany .... these 
give something of an international air to our third issue, and for the~ to 
reach you has meant correspondence with New York, The Hague, Lon 011 

and elsewhere. . . ~ 
Dr. lIse Bry, Chairman of the Mental Health Book Review Index, wrJUI1: 

from New York says "Our old assumption that it takes less time to travel !it 
shorter distance than a long one no longer holds good. It has become IIl0 r 
deceptive with respectto mail. Actually, air mail from England is noW fa~teJl 
than the mails between the boroughs of New York", and one's imaginaUO 
is intrigued by the implication of this fact of modern communications. 

.i 

Words can fly across the world at astonishing speed-at a price; tber~ 
may he delays and there may he distortion. Valuable as face to face con~c_ 
must he, distance still makes this hard to establish and difficulties of Il !ec III 
nical nature make even the personal contact of telephone conversation 
costly and sometimes distorted business. Print, therefore, has many adVII!;: 
tages over the more immediate urgency of verLal communication. Ad.nll s 
tedly there may he lon~ delays. It takes time for contributors to write arucle J 
time for the Editorial Board to consider tllt'm, time to set up the type ads 
there are necessary waiting periods for correction and revision Lefore wor r­
become print. But for every written word there is some likelihooll of pebe manence and with care (and a bit of lllck) what you read to-day m~y 11 
available in 2061 so that just as you now read what happened in Brl,,!On 
in 1862 so someone in the future may well see, with perhaps some antiquarl9 
interest, what happened at Blundeston in 1961. . 

Communication is the essence of prison work. The lawmakerR communl~ 
cate the wishes of the public to the workers in the prison, who in turn nN"_ 
communicate with the lawbreakers. How often do we hear the cry" do 
body tells me anything". Prison administrators complain that legislat.ors rt ' 
not make clear their full intention, prison officers say new poliCies a of 
introduced and nobody told them, prisoners say that the very purpo~e 
their sentence was not fully explained to them. The public also complain. 

A lot of this may he true, but communication should be a two-way proc;: . 
and quite often we are not told ahout something because we have not sho 
much anxiety ahout hearing it. . 

In the outside world, where public relations is a relatively new professll:~ 
we are assaulted hya barrage of missiles of communication through tel is 
vision, radio, film and Press (perhaps in that order of strength) but tIel' 
can he a one way affair if we so wish. We can look, listen or linger oV ot 
the words, and though we may he interested, even intrigued, we are nct 
necessarily converted. But the prison world is one of potentially clJ:ell 
relationships-some private and some public where the written or spo 
word is the only instrum~nt. . .1". 

This issue attempts to give you carefully prepared words for future t:l 
El)l'l'Olt 
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Correctional Services 
in the U.S.S.R. 

JOHN CONRAD 

'l'allJ I 
C • NTERNATIONAL SURVffiY of 

01'1'0 t' ROJ' C Ions which made my Soviet 
ourn P 'bl . (t OSSl e IS a cross-cultural d:fi Use 1\ fl\shionable nnd not quite 

IlrE'a~~ble a~jective) study of the 
Els ~sues lU the correctional field. 
I'nqo:" ere I have descrihed it as an 

Ulry . 
and lUto what the doers think 
PQ.l'a~Vh'\t the thinkers do in this 
the e ground of dilemmas which is 
the r;orrllctional field. If we define 
\Vest ISSues for corrections in the 
POsRih~nd for the east, we may 
Ollt' g Y ha~e some assurance that 
Attel~nerl\hsations will be enduring. 

I hum Il,ll. the basic elements of 
cOUl an existence we shal'e in 

, iuti Ulan on hoth sides of this 
\VasaUled World. Our question. then. 
Ilor1'anW?other different methods of 

i «iff gl ng these elements produced 
Il1ig~:nt results from which we 
It(lvant learn Romething to our 
, Itge. 

. ~ow th1" d t' It 
I III il11 S IS a goo q ues IOn. 

!>uou Portltnt to answer it, important 
,I~ 6/~ to Wltrrant the attention of 
fOr its -rat~ team of investign..tors 
1 sPe ConSIderable period of time. 
Unio nt three weeks in the Soviet 
ginal~ endowed with only a mar­
the R nOwledge of the language and 
and ~~el:al knowledge of the country 
,Iii Institutions which is pos-

sessed by any literate Westerner. 
Neither in time nor in language 
nor in specialised knowledge was I 
adequately equipped for the large­
scale study which needs to be done. 
My limitations were apparent 
before I left and became morc 
apparent as I found myself con­
fronted with the intractable enig­
mas of Communist society. I saw 
my job as a reconnaissance, a hasty 
survey in which at leal'lt the 
appearances would be recorded. 
With this limited aim I was. I think. 
successful. nut in what I have to 
tell you there are enormous gaps 
which someone should 1iIl. Perhllps 
the most important finding I have 
to offer you is the indication that it 
Cftn be done. gh-en good-will Itnd 
mutual confidence between the 
principal parties concerned. 

I WitS in Moscow in September 
lOGO, and I had gone with some 
apprehension. I was an enquit'cr 
into what, for Russians. is a very 
tOllchy subject. the persistence of 
crime .in an evolving Utopia. The 
expulsion of Americans for various 
improprieties was so frequent that 
I could easily imagine myself in the 
headlines as the unintentional 
subject of an international incident. 
While I confess that I breathed 
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more easily when, the sojourn over, 
I touched down on Finnish soil, I 
must also add that I enconntered 
neither hostility nor resistance in 
the pursuit of my mission. People 
whom I wanted to see made them­
selves availahle, sometimes at 
ohvious ineonvenience. Usually, 
there was an attempt to entertain 
me, culminating in toaRts to Soyiet­
American amity-nt least in the 
('orrectional field. The dire predic­
tions of some of my fl'iends that 
my luggage would be ransacked and 
my movements truiled did not 
materialise-unless the nusshtns 
nrc subtle beyond helief in their 
methods of suryeillance. I left 
Russia with the strong impression 
that I had ltctllltlly malte some 
friends awl that my retul'll fol' 
further elHluiries would not b(' 
unwelcome. Let it be cJ('ltrll' under­
stood Itt this point that I am not 
volunteedng for another mission to 
Moscow-though I sincerely believe 
that some colloitgue of onrs Rhould 
do so-and could with p/'ofit to all 
of us. 

Enough of the backgt'ound; let's 
proceed with the specifics. It seems 
to me that the best way of intro· 
ducing you to the correctional scene 
in Moscow is to describe Cor YOll 

the foundations on which the Soviet 
correctionn,l system l'estR. These 
are, first, the principles governing 
criminal responsibility, nnel, soeonil, 
the principles governing the corn'c· 
tion of responsible criminals. r 
must say a little about each becanse, 
to be understood, the account of 
what I saw must be linked to the 
foundations of the system. 

A Western conference on crimin­
ology can hardly occur without 

incredibly intricate argnments o~ , 
. . 1 'b'l't At leilA Cl'lmmn responsl 11 y. I J1 

the Soviet solution to this probtf'd . 
has the simplicity of set .. I.' n. 

. 't n ,-
doctrine. I can dispose of 1 1 11 

couple of surprisingly cleM' pM: j 
gl'llphs. One morning in MosCO'\c 
visited the Institute of FOl'ens

c of on , . 
Psychiatry in the company rom 
Gltllina, a glum young womlln f thl.' -
the Intourist Service. At one .. 
Institute I waR faced with no~ ent 
hut five of Moscow'" most en~:n ne, 
llsychilltrists, all eager to te ~on' 
through my sulky little COlllP~~~'ict 
about the subtleties of 1 aV. 
psychiatric achievements. On 1. I' 
llil'· neitlwl' the English, not:1e - , . gut< 
Ruspect, the Russian of illY 110 • 

.. 9)'(" 
included such terms as P' , " 

," }' ordel' Path' clmrllcter ( IR I 
, " 111l! 

.. lIamnoid," Ot' .. hysteriCltl. till" 
(·ollvel'.mtion hud It tendencY t~thCr 
whilst one party 01' It? to 
cudgeUed his or their ht'llm~ pt~ . 
think of language for conCI.' 
which Gallina could handle. ~'Il~ 

nut evidently the iRRl1e \ 't 
0)11 p11 

simpl£'. All personR who ~ MI' 
offences in the Soviet UnIOn tjoJl . 
responsible, with the exce~r"t, 
of two cn,tegories. These nre, bl'ttill 
the psychotic; and second, the thc!' 

damaged or epileptic. All 0 ILlJ! 
criminals must he held to fLllf 
nee-ount and must suffer thO lIL,I'. 
consequences requirNl by .th~ ttlsk 
It is the forensic psychitttrlst s nc1cr . 
to determine whether the o~c thC . 
is responsible 01' not withIn 0111" 

'ble eJ' meaning of the two pOSSI do('!! ' 
sionR. He has no other task. I~ !ldCI' 

not treat the l'esponRihle 0 ~l'Ctlt. 
because there is no illness to t the: 
I was unwaveringly told tb~f\t if , 
Sovi('t pRychilttrist holds t 



PRISON SERVIOE JOURNAL is 

there . 
Pay b IS such a disease entity as 
for c t opathy, it can only do harm 
l'h he psychiatrist to intcrvcne. 
tb e Psychopaths recover only if 
tb er are firmly gi ven to understal1l1 
fe~ they are not sick. The inter­
Psy ~ce of a doctor convinces the 

· offe~' opath of his illness withont 
Ing a method of recovery. 

: It ~tChallenge<l this position as best 
caseYInan could. I presented such 
obt ~ as the crime committed to 

aIn p . h · pi!1t d ums ment for some unex-
rnid~l PSYchological guilt; the 
al'e :-n,ge~shoplifterwhoseoffences 

· att ~casloned by It need for 
th entl0n from l\n inuiffel'ent world; 

e Itt'S • t 
seXUltl on.ls acting ont deviated 
in\'a' drIves. The response was 
crirr?"bly that all such persons are 
ther~~a1Jy responsible, and that 
is in IS no medical treatment which 

. lnen any Way appropriate. For good 
.. sure I .. case WitS told that some of my 

th ann,lyses rested on Freudian eory S . 
i reja ,t .. oVletpsychintrycompletely 

of 'Fe, a the theoretical position 
, 1Lnd ~ud and his disciples. If Marx 

bo tl 'reud are thought by some to 
leastl~ Prophets of the new age, at 
proPhln the Soviet Union no other 
of 11 eta Itte tolerated at the side 

Itl'" In' . eflort t' .,!tve . up m my vnm 
SO\'iet 0 Unsettle the strncture of 
aoon tl fore~sic psychiatry. Pretty 
tary le ChIef psychiatrist's secre. 

, . cnIne l' 't~ . d ' 'Vlch n WI 11 caVlI\l'e san -
, . H!t .... es and tea from the Institute's 

",o\'ltl', 

I ' If the' . 
. "CSPon' SOCIal l'estomtlOJl of the 

l'esllo s~b~e. offender is not the 
: , in \V}~slhIhty of the psychin,trist, 
r' tinllinose province does it faU? Con· 

'thl\t g Illy enquiries, I discoyered 
It Whole new science luts been 

i 

founded to provide for the rehabil­
itation of the convicted criminal. 
This is Corrective Labour Science, 
and at this point I must recapitulate 
a lecture delivered to me by Nikolai 
Alexeyeyich Struchkov, a teacher 
of the new discipline Itt the Moscow 
Institute of Juridical Sciences. 

Like It good many other Soviet 
phenomena. Corrective Labour 
Science rests on the work of one 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. In III little 
known document published in 1917, 
IJenin set forth the principles which 
Corrective Labour Science is expec­
ted to put into practical application. 
The little known doC'ument is 
entitled with chlwactel'istically 
elephantine precision: "Summary 
of the Essence of the Section con­
cerning Punishments in the Judicial 
Point of the Party Programme of 
1{)17." The Summary of the Essence 
may be reduced to five main points: 

(1) The principle of condition­
al discharge should be exercised 
to the fullest possible extent. 

(2) Court action against the 
criminn,} should, so far ItS pos­
sible, consist of social reprimand. 

(3) Insofar as it can be s!tfely 
permitted, punishment should 
be obligatory labour without 
deprivation of liberty. 

(4) Penitentiaries must become 
places where the criminal is not 
merely isolated but, rathel', 
where he is educatell. 

(5) Institutions must streng­
then the educational lts11ects of 
their work with the support of 
t.lw neighbouring community. 
This principle is interpreted to 
conyey the importnnce of thQ 
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community's interest in and 
supervision of the institution. 

In considering these points, it 
is worth while to reflect on the 
time that they were pronounced. 
Here WiLS Lenin insisting on proba­
tion and after-care, on educational 
programmes, on the maintenn,nce 
of the prisoner's self-respect, and 
on the integration of the prison 
community's life with the life of 
the community outside. lIe was 
insisting upon these reforms in 
1917, when none of them had been 
more than suggested in the West, 
Some of these notions have not yet 
captured the Ilttention of OUt' 

corrcctional avant-yarde, It is also 
fair to say that in the Soviet Union, 
despite the work of Corrective 
Labour Scientists, this aspect of 
Leninism has not been fully applied. 

Well, these are the abstractions. 
Let us see how they are translated 
into systems. I shall limit myself 
to a discussion of institutionR for 
the correction of adult offenders. 
These are of two geneml kinds. 
First there is the prison, now used 
for offenuers I\wltiting trial and for 
the confinement of a very few 
extremely serious offenders. About 
ten per cent of all those confined at 
anyone time are locked up in It. 
prison. I was neither encoumgetl 
nor" invited to visit sllch an institu· 
tion and cannot report to YOll on 
the oJleged rigours of the Lubianlm. 
I had written to suggest an interest 
in visiting the famous Tagansky 
Prison. This proposal occasioned 
much innocent merriment amongst 
my colleagues. Thc place hltd been 
torn down. I could, if I liked, visit 
the site on which it had stood, there 

, . g but to see apartment houses l'ISIn • 
it was not supposed that such 8>0 

expedition would increase IllY 
understanding of Soviet; corre~­
tions, Second, there are the Cor;ec f 
ive Labour Colonies, the fruIt, °e 
the laboul's of the Correctl~ 
I~abour Scientists. These ?OIllett:C 
three varieties; the strICt, " 
general, and the mild. Most oe:1 
colonists Me 1) laced in the S?oel\ 
regime. If their conduct reqUIreS,) ~ 
they may be tmnsferred to COIO:,I:h 
of I he strict regime in W 1 'k 
Pl'iyileges arc fewer and the WOI 

tbere more nrd IIOus. I was told thlLt t a. 
werc no such colonies located It " 

fa'" convenient distance from 11 osc'rd 
After successfully serving onc-t~1 
of sentence on the genern,! regJlll:~ 
a colonist may be tmusfel'l'ed 'c 
the mild regime privilegeS 1\>1 . or-
more abundant and iudude oPP 'Jy 
tunities to live with one's f't~~y 
outside the purlieus of the CO ° " 
whilst worldng in the colony sho~~ 
Fortunate prisoners with seot~oCed ~ 
of lcss than three years are P 'tCnd : 
dit'ectly in colonies of the rort' , 
regime. I was told that uO of 
unately I could not visit It colOD~l'e ' 
the mild regime bec!tuse nooe ''tile 
situated near Moscow for t be 
obvious reason that it would 00 all 

appropriate to locate su~h I ot 
establishment near the capIt.11 at, 
the Soviet Union. Obvioua 0; ~o'" ' 
my simple mind could not ° d J 
this apparent non-sequitur, a~old 
was not much the wiser whent'tLl' , 

'os I I that the presence of sllch an 1 0'" 

tion in the vicinity of :M°ffect I 
might vitin,te the deterrent. e the' 
of punishment as defined In the 
Soviet penal code. I shnlll~L1,'Ve to 
explication of this propOSItion 
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C
illinds more accustomed to the 

, onvolut' tJ Ions of Russian thought 
lah I have been able to become. 
I 

hesit \~as, however, after some 
01 atlon, apparently to arrange 
l{~~~anoeR' allowed to visit 
reg~ koyo, It colony of the genera.! 
fi.ft~~~· Rryukovo is located abollt 
one b .~lometres from Moscow, and 
off ~Ight morning I was whisked 
II'''' I~ Itn immense Intoul'ist 

""OUBln ' YOl1n e ~n the company of H. 

th ~ ~nghsh.speaking lawyer and 
iv e r glonal Supervisor of COl'l'ect· 
te:' Jltbour colonies for the Moscow 
I\sk~~n, One Christov. On the way I 
COn .Mr. Christo v how many 
wel':~tlve labour coloqies there 
told 11 the Moscow region. I was 
I that in 19GO there were four ess col ' l!.lon Ollles than there were in 
cora·, \Vhen I asked how many 
'VI\S nles there were in 1959, there 
th a moment's thought and then 

e repl " few) y, malo,malo" ... "(Very 
into 'tl Was to find that all enquiries 
I'cce' he true statistical situation 
I'esplved the sa,me elusive kind of 

onse. 

eag; down a muddy road, due for 
Pros Surfacing, I was told, and 
~h ently we were at Kryukovo. 
an~h~overnor,' Major Artamanov 
gate ~s deputy were waiting at the 
after 01' It ceremonial greeting, 
the M\V~lich We were conducted to 
adlll ' ~JOl"S office in the brand new 
cons~nlstrlttion buildings, entirely 

. inllla[llcted, it was explained, hy 
I itself e. labollr. The Institution 

I! In'ee "as drably painted in dirty 
the ~ rn\1:h of it in great need of 
th,o tentlOns of a painters' collec­
rnth' Most of the buildings were 
.. el'l'k 

1 (> two storey nissen huts; 

the whole appearance was haphaz­
ard, not to say dilapidated. Along 
the walks were bright red placards 
on which were painted slogans and 
sayings by Lenin, Kalinin, Gorky, 
Krushchev, mostly extolling the 
virtues of study and the joys of 
socialist labour. IIel'e nnd there 
were hoardings on which were 
displayed satirical cartoons depreca· 
ting sloth and slovenliness. 

And so my day at Kryukoyo 
began. In his chilly office, Major 
Artamanov submitted graciously 
to my interrogation about his pro· 
gramme and organislttion. The 
basic f!tets about Kryukovo were 
quickly rehearsed, It is a Corrective 
Labour Colony of the general 
regime, housing a class of criminal 
described as .. dangerous recidi· 
vists". Typienl crimes were robbery, 
househreaking, persistent hooligan' 
ism, and various crimes of violence. 
The Major could not give me a 
statistical breakdown of the popula· 
tion in respect to commitment 
offence, and in general shied away 
from questions which were too 
statistical. The nverage term in 
the colony was between three and 
five years; the range was from one 
to ten years. 

As had been pointed out to me, 
the declining rate of delinquency 
in the U.S.S.R. had brought l100ut 
the closing of four corrective labour 
colonies in the last year, in the 
Moscow region alone. This trend 
was having its effect on Kryukovo, 
too. Though the capacity of the 
place was 1,000, there were only 
about eight hundred inmates con· 
fined on the day of my visit. I 
essayed the witticism that the 
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Major nnd his staff were not 
achieving their work norms with so 
Iowa number of offenders to reform. 
The Major laughed genially and 
replied that he was one Soviet 
citizen who \vII,S trying to get Ollt 
of work. Indeed, the happiest day 
of his life would be when l{ryuko\'o 
could be closed entirely and he 
could return to his normal OCCupn,­

tion as It machinist. 

The staff of the institution, 
excluding teachers and factory fote­
men, was about seventy. This 
seems nn austere inmate-staff mtio 
by any standards of comparison in 
the 'Vest. Mnjol' Artamnnov WIts 
(juite unfamiliar with ollr patterlls 
of prison organisation and could 
not point to Itny featl\l'es of the 
colony which would distinguish it 
so sharply from 'Vesterll establish, 
menta scrving the same purpose. 
But a discussion of the actual 
organisational forms readily made 
the reasons fOI' thc clifferenee 
apparent. 

I{ryukoyo it! divided into four 
detachments, each of about two 
hundred inmates nnd each control­
led by a commander, whose func. 
tions seemed to be like those of the 
English Assistant Governor, and 
a complement of between five and 
ten disciplinary officers. The detach­
ments nre fnrther ilh-ided into 
workers' collectives, varying in size 
according to the nllmbt'l' of inmatet! 
assigned to a particular shop. 
Members of eolJectives teni! to 
work, cat, and sleep together, 
though of course some have special 
activities like school or committees 
which take them away from tbe 
collective. 

But the special control featul'eS 

opemting in this colony we~e 
peculiarly Soviet in forUl. T, e 
major relies especially on a Sect 1011 

• ' aTl 
of Labour Correction, ThIS IS . e 
inmate committee taking aC~l~ 
responsibility for the accomphs )­
mellt of work assigned to the col~u:t 
F}[tch collective is reQuired to e e\ 
It member of the section on IabO~y , 
correction. It is the sectiou's a~be 
to keep the manngement of. uS 
colony informed of all sitlll~tl~ 1 . WIt 1 
which might be interferIng 1 is f 

the productivity of the shops. T \. 
might be anything from an insltUlto 
at'Y condition in the bath house u­
the obstl'lIctive behavioUl' of UU u} 

1'1 tHl 
co-opel'ative comrade. Wile .~ 

t '} 1" I' powel~1 fwe 10 II !at! no ( IHeIp mary 1 Ul 
they can call nn inmate before t)o '0 

1'01' reprimand nnd llHty even go ~l 
fltl' Its to display cnrtoons in I~ ~v ct 
newspapcr l'idieuling tlw con '~;Je 
of It non-I'u'oductive worker. I 

I· ve(' 
results, if the Major is to be be 10 I'e 

t InO" nl'c remltrkltble. There arc no 'ouB 
thltn two or three rule vioIi1tI h 
pel' week, and these 1~I'C for sU~l' 
offences )I,S spitting ontlH' walk~lld 
smoking in prohibited phtces. It 1 ad 
been six months since thel'~ ~uc1 . 
been a flght Itmongst inmates, \06. 
thnt hnd ended in mutual npOlO;Olll' 
The section on cort'ective, Inc fol' 
lllay 01' may not be responsl~l of 
the good ol'der and disciphne .eJ 
Kl'yukoYo, but it must be a,}lo~l'ol 
some of the credit for the con el11 
of an institution which would ~e to 
to be seriously undel'stftffct 

le6• 

most of our disciplinary co~lc~:~.j()e 
Whether we could adapt t~IS t}J.cr 
to It Western institution 1S.

ano the 
matter; one cnll illlftglll•

C 
111l\lte 

response of nn Americnn In 
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~?Iltlation to what would imme­
c Ill, ely seem an inmate elected 
onunittee of stool-pigeons. 

nc~ot only are inmates allowed an 
ins~r: r~le in the discipline of the 
ex utlOn, but also they are 
fi.c~~~tOd to playa part in classi­
cle tl(lO. There is also an. inmate 
\' c e~ Section of Professional and 

, is o~atlknal Education. This section 
of ~h -oep management informed 
inIn e progress of training of 
wh aLes, of particular inmates 
ch ose training might be effectively 

~ re:nged" or inmates who are not 
sh POndlDg to training as they ould, ' 

If th ' l'efl ese two sections seem to 
the oct, radical differences between 
of t:rl~on cultures of the two sides 
aCce e lr~~ curtain, I suppose their 
In PtablhLy to Hussian inmates 
tU~~l be ~t,tributed to special cul­
de\' 1 ,ddfel'ences which are 
sOcie 

OPlOg in the whole Russian 
beloety. For the Russit-tn worker 
of c ngS, to a special primary group 
son onliHderable impact on his per­
is f~ security and life-space. This 
rew ll~ Workers' collective, which 
bad al: s good work and punishes 
for u'" brk, which can discipline him 
and n ecoming conduct off the job, 
eu Which has a great deal of 

front' t 'd 'd' 'vhe uopor ance 10 eCI mg 
has n and where he slmlllive. One 
Sovi an over-all impression of the 
hOd' et cultUre as a nation or busy­
naties, a country in which it is a 
b\1Sional duty to mind other people's 
lJni~ess. I was not in the Soviet 
th n long enough to work out 
bu~ ,details of this situation, 
llroc1t seems quite clear that in tbe 
!twa ess of the state's withering 
are ~' the social control functions 
Units ° be taken over by workers' 
-(;her" What happens to the 

lshed life-features of privacy 

and self-determination is another 
matter. Perhaps to the Russian 
these are not as essential values as 
they may be to us. After all, as one 
Russian artisan told me in another 
connection, what makes men diff­
erent from each other is what 
makes them unhappy; one of the 
goals of communism is to make 
people more alike. 

But let's return to Krrukovo. I 
asked the good Major about escn.pes. 
How many per year? The answer 
was forthright. \Ve have never had 
an escn.pe from Kryukovo, Whn.t. 
never? I enquired in the manner 
of the late Sir William Gilbert. No, 
never, replied the Major, lIe went 
on to enquire rhetorically-why 
should anyone want to escape from 
Kryukovo? Here a man has good 
food, good living quarters, good 
work at good pay, educational 
opportunities, good comrades, and 
regular visits from wife and family. 
Besides, there wn.s a double barbed 
wire fenCE) and an armed perimeter 
patrol with orders to shoot anyone 
attempting to approach the fen(,(,. 

r was invited to tour the Institu­
tion, to go anywhere I liked n.nd to 
see whatever interested me. Ordin­
nrily I try to cut such tours as short 
as possible; after all one shoe repair 
shop is much like another; prison 
kitchens differ mostly as to smell, 
and inmate housing usually varies 
most significantly as to the quantity 
and nudity of the pin-ups permitted. 
But pretty clearly Kryukovo was 
another matter, an institution 
which really hn.a some significant 
differences which hltd to be seen 
to be apprecin.ted. 

We began with the shops. These 
are poorly housed, rather dark, 
rather cold. and magnificently 
equipped with machinery which 
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WitS complicated, modern in design 
and highly pt'oductive, as I could 
see fot' myself ft'om the cmtes of 
finished products, In each shop the 
inmates manning the machines 
wet'e so busy that they scarcely 
looked up to look at the man from 
1hrs who wa,s being escorted 
arouncl their work places. I Itsked 
if they always worked so hard, and 
Wits told tha.t perhaps this WitS a 
day when they were working harder 
than HSUItI because it was the htst 
day of the month. They were tt'ying 
to achieve or surpass work-norms 
Itssigned to them. I was shown the 
hulletin boal'l1s on which was 
diagrltlnmed the achievement of 
the shop in respect to not'ms and 
the achievement of workers with 
regard to individllal norms. Some, 
I noted, had surpassed thai r assigned 
nOt'mR by such fignres as two 
humll'ed pet' cent. 

Each man is paid in aeem'dn,nce 
with the standat'Cl paid for his trade 
outside the institution - I }lI1d 
almost Raid in ft'ee society - with 
deductions for room, holtI'd and 
selTices. They m'o free to do Whllt 

they like with their earnings; they 
may send them home or not ItS 

they choose. Most inmatE'S should 
leave Kryukovo with some savings, 
perhltps a good ,leal. \Vork is 
allocated by the va l'io lH'1 organislt· 
tions of production; the corrective 
labour colony ndlllinistmtion 
('onh'acts with, fot' example, the 
trllst which manufnctm'es kitchen 
II tensils for the manll facture of 
spoon 'I, an(l It lot of them were 
being made Itt I(ryukovo. \Vork is 
in two eight hOU1' shifts, soon to be 
reducC'd to seven hours in accord· 
Itnce with the nationltl lowering of 
the standltrd honrs of work. There 
is absolutely no idleness at 
J(I'Yllkovo, and indeC'u the problem 
of late hfts heen to get done all the 

work which hits to he turned ant. 

Housing was odd. I WitS shOWll
s t ' 'nS Ilo la.rge dormitories con alUI t 

many as forty inmates. They sl~~8 
in double bunkheds, two u~~n 
together with a locker bet\\e d 
each fonl' beds. AU very neat nn 
"tidy but why so close? PerllltP8 ", , tnn' 
little too close by Western s, 'c' 
dH,rds ? The Major was defellSl\,~ " 
Soviet law prescribed that th~ic 
should he a minimum of two c~~ n 
meters of nir space pel' mno· 1 tt. 
dormitory Itnd this certainly ,~~s 
isfied that requirement. BeslOl'k' 
the men only slept there; WI tC~ c 
study, and r(\crention took p a I,., 

elsewhere. 

The school building was au~~~:~ 
and indifferently equipped.. the 
inmates attended, mostly WIth _ 
objective of completing th,e ~:~c 
year school programme thn,t IS b a 
to Soviet edllCfttion. Some ~~d 
completed this requiremevt , 'ct'­
had even gone to MoscoW nlt'lJel' 
sity to study engineering 01' 0 ~'I1i1 
difficult suhjects. The sehooll~cltl 
Rtnffed by personnel from thCt tbC 
school district, I notE'il thl1 ,d , I \\,1." 
instructors on duty when 
there inclllded ·sevC'l'I1.1 ·women. 

, 'sitinlt 
\Ve cn,me next to tho ,I onld -

huilding, where inmates, c \\'119 
entcl'tltin their gn('sts. ThIS tu re• 
I~ long prc·fni>ricateil strnC'eoty 
llcrlmps sixty feet long ?Y t~ I1011Y. 
wide. It wn.s divicledlonr,ptndlO ain!:f 
On one Ride was a table extellbllil' 
fol' most of the length of th~ lc SO 
ding with (lImit'S on eith~t' fll( visit 
that tho conventional prl!lOll 'oolll 
could take pln.ee under conve~tl \\,I\S 

snperviRion. On the other I'll (J the 
It row of private room.s, for rehe 
purpose of conj ugal VISIts, pied 
Major took me into one unocCI!nipg 
room, It CUbicle, really, contlL) 
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,,1\ bed, a chair aud /l, dresser. There 
'as 11 ' a. tea-pot and cups, and the 
aJor explained that wives were 

~,iected to provide their own food 
e\,·~n they visited. This was quite 
Odl ent from the lingering Moking 
we~~1's. We passed on, and as we 
ob e about to leave, the Major 

served that one room was 
°tCCUPied. lIe knocked and opened 
Ore 1 ' fra ~ea a disconcerted young man 
whilhc~lly ,getting into his clothes 
ar 0 hiS Wife clutched the blankets 
ns

o1nd her and glared balefully at 
Wh' Could imagine the words with 
herlC'l~ tho young lady expre;;sed 

I:: soondlSCOll1tflhlture to her husband as 
'\Vh US e door was closed. 
sen:.t~e; this incident typified the 
feel'lhvlty of the Major toward the 
Sa ,1ngS of his inmates I cannot 
onl' but certainly it demonstrates 
in~ of the hazards-to the 

ate-of ('onjugflJ visiting. 
l' Finally we went on to the 
sf~reation building, It large gymna­
ba 111 and theatre converted from n. 
op~ra~ks type structure. Tho Major 
seete tho door to the theatre 
the 10~ and paused indecisively, 
th n lUvited me to follow with o who corn lSpered explanation that a 

, had r~des' court was in session. IIe 
e~c' orgotten, perhaps in the 

- .. Amlte.ment of hn.ving It visitor from 
110 eklca, that this was scheduled. 
huno .ed !1bout and beheld about a 
at ndred ~nmates, all looking fixedly 
llris Ie With what we in American 
r d on? refer to as the .. dog-eye". 
eqllin t know what the British 
tho valent is, but I've seen it. On 
the stage were three members of 
"ell' comrades' court, all looking 
the~ ~~rcCl and very much as though 
legS t ldn't propose to allow their 
was 0 be PUlled. In front of them 
sPec' one of the saddest looking 
seenllllens of humanity I have ever 

, a terrified young man whose 

knees were visibly shaking and 
whose teeth were chattering 
beyond control. The Major explain­
ed tbat this lad wus about to be 
released, or was at least under 
consideration, and it was' for the 
comrades' court to decide whether 
ho was ready. 'l'his WIlS uon(', 
ordinarily, in a public meeting of 
this kind with the applicantR' 
comrades in attendance for hiR 
support and their edification. I 
felt thnt my intruRion in this criL­
ical Rcene was possibly even mol'(' 
inhumane than at the guest house, 
and left with silent wishes of good 
luck for the wretch who was 
undergoing this ordeal. 

Release depends on the comple­
tion of tmining. No one lenves 
I{ryukovo until ho has finished an 
npprenticeship nnd tnken nn 
examination for jOUl'neyman statl1R 
in his tmde. If one already has a 
trade, so much tbe better; tho 
chances of release in ndvnnco of 
the average of four years time 
served becomeR reasonably good. 
But without 1\ trnde. the· Soviet 
corrective labour scientist reasons, 
1\ criminal can scarcely experienco 
the" joy of labour ", to uso It phras(' 
which incessantly came through 
the interpreters to me. Other 
considerations matter, too, in 
particular the good opinion of staff 
and feUow inmates, but the comple­
tion of training is the sine qua non. 
Major Artltmanov told me that 
formerly he had hud the responsibil­
ity of determining release, but now, 
to his relief, this task had been 
transferred to the commdes' court. 

After-care depends on the 
workers' collective which the 
releasee joins. Reports are sent to 
the colony by the secretariat of the 
collective and by the police so that 
if a revocation of the conditional 
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release iR in order the luC',kless man 
can be sent for. But actually, the 
Major insisted, this happenR in 
only two percent of the cases. The 
more I challenged this improbable 
tigUl'e, the mOl'e certain he was 
that it waR correct. Something of 
11 point was made of the interest of 
the staff in the progl'e8S of individ­
ual releases. Since most of the 
inmates were released to Moscow 
or vicinity it WIllS possible for the 
Major's staff to visit them after 
they left the institution and lend 
8ueh friendly support as might be 
needed. 

Another formidable support lay 
in the hands of the system. This 
was the requirement imposed by 
law on the local soviet of the dis­
trict in which a man was to be 
)'elellsed, that upon two weeks' 
notice the labour exchange had to 
find suitable employment fot' a 
releasee in his profession. I en(]uired 
about the consequences of IL viola­
tion of this 1I1W and received a sort 
of incomprehension in reply, as 
though to say thn.t a!lministrative 
laws of" this kind simply areo't 
violated in the Soviet Union. 

\Vhat do we learn from what I 
saw? Without any way of evaluat­
ing what we SllW and were told, 
nothing definite can be proponnded. 
On several occasions I told various 
of my informants that I Was 
perfectly prepared to believe all I 
was told if only I could see the kind 
of statistical analysis to which I 
am f\Ccustomed, the kind which 
Western social scientists tnke for 
grnnted. The best answer I recdved 
was to the effect that such statist­
ics undoubtedly existed, but that 
the government in its wisdom did 
not see fit to publish them -
therefore we must be satisfied with 
the government's assurances. 

Privately I doubt very strongly thltt{ 
, t' SO anything like adequate stat,ls IC. t-

crime and corrections are In eXIS { 
ence, simply because a System f 
criminal statistics is an immense ~ 
difficult thing to administe,r ~is 
organise !lnd the whole sn?Jec the 
not of major interest iD 
country. 

, 1 t lUi~li-I do thmk, however, t la l to 
fied students will be allowed 'th 
observe and discuss pt'Oblems \~I It 
these authorities. I thin~ also t ~IIY 
a picture which is lDtero(\; Y 
consistent emerges fl'o[~ ViiS 
observations. An institution od 
established which duplicntes ~he 
parallels so far as possible , (\;. 
conditions, requirements, ,obll~fe 
tions and privileges of outs)~etMt 
for the inmate. It is assume 'h}O 
the inmate is mentally responsit is 
and not in need of treatment. \1S 
further assumed that like nIl of 'st 
he needs further education to aaS\o 
in regaining self-respect, ltn to III 
make possible his restol'atlO~ }.s 
society which has rejectpd lum. (LI'o 
few unnecessft,ry burdens \,el' 
imposed upon him as possible - 0 of 
alld above the immense bnl'ae~bh~ 
loss of liherty. Everything pO~~iOJl 
is done to mobilise inmn,te ?Pl the 
and the inmate culture belund iblo 
ndministmtion. Everything poss Jltli­
is done to effect an orderlY tl'l~OJlY 
tion of the inmate fl'om the CO 
to the community at htl'ge. 

l\i! 
I submit that the System bY 

conceived Itnd described to ~: of 
the corrective labour scieotls S 1'0' 

1\Ioscow is a rational one n,nd apPjlll'1 
pl'iate for the pl'e8ent n~SSthe 
culture. I only wish that we 1°Il>!ld 
\Vest were clever enough III 

concel'Oed enough to uevel0[a be 
correctional system which wou 

1'08• 

equally appropriate for our cultu 
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The Woman Prison Officer 
100 years ago 

MOYA \VOODSIDE 
IN 'I'll);' 
thl'ee ' YEAH IHG2, there were 
Millb,t fe~nale prisons in TJondon: 
:nefl! ,nk, ,nl'lxton, and Fulham 
I'('ce ,~(\ lIhllbnnk, a convict prison, 
tp(l 1\('(, women who bad commit-

. seno" ' 
hr.1 ; lHl crllne women whose 
"lln'l ' , 

chI' ,0111' WitS refl'ltctory, and the 
onw I'C. 't' , B ' ceivell' d!H IVlsts ; l'lxton re-

(.lderl . ~h: ,ordinary class Itna the 
• go {," lule Fulham, for !Selected 
indO( 'C?nduet ' Prisoners, provided 

l1stl'lltl t ' , 'l'l ,1'ltlnmg before dischal'ge, 
1(\ d,ut.­

cons'1' " IWe1'llgo popuhttion WI\S 
nt nl(,(ll'lthle: 470 at Milllmnk, 620 

l'lxt of 12G4 on, 174 at FlllllltlU, It total 
tioll~ t ' A~ t~le ,two main institll­
thos~ he (hsclphne staff, known in 
nUIll} days aH Prison Matrons, 
hl\l'l1 )~I'e(~ only 7H, Theil' work was 
1"'11 ' hell' hours wel'C' Ion" theil' 'HIll t' . "" {'I'll. Ion miR(>rl" M ," 
nltti O\'ed by C'olllpnssion and indig­
nltl1lo~, It public-spiriterl gentleman 
ncco~( F, \V, Robinson wrote Itn 
l'el1linr~t of prison lif(>, hased on the 
n\Itt.I'oIS<,<'n~es of It rC'tired prison 
IHGW:: n'l I~IR book, published in 
tion ' I eplcts 'yividly the ('ondi­
'\,ol'k 'lunder which prison stnff 
lind ,( ( , nnel plell(ls for l'ecognition 
II'E> ~rPI'ovement., Fronl'hiR pages, 
h'(l b ~lU[lAe HOllwthing of the life 
tl\l1.t ,~ th,ese 10ng-slIfiel'ing prison 
Ilgl'eleOnlsl In th<'ir difficult nnd cli1'l-
, ll){'t] , In eliRt ns \, (,1l1'1ng for women 

Ody 100 )'<'ltl'S IIgo, 

1 Recruitment and Salaries 
'\'o~e 11-1G2, employment open to 
ran" l~ Was confined to It narrow 
'.J:h~:~ arftely domestic in character. 

With sonw eduention who 

had, to fend fOl' themselves {~Ollirl 
only hope to become governesses, 
tf'nchers, or larlies' companions: it 
Heems that It few fonnd their way 
into the prison service, • The 
matrons', says Mr, Robinson, • as f1 

hody nre intelligent well-erlucnted 
earnest young women, chiefly from 
that class which has seen hetter 
days and known hnppiel' times, 
Most of them had SOlll(~ sad story 
to tell of early orphanage, of 
improvidf'llt speculations tlmt 
brought a family fl'om affluence to 
beggary, of widowed mothers or 
sick sisters to support, of husbandH 
who died (·arly and lC'ft them with 
little childl'en to work for', For It 
few, a prison appointment meant 
impl'OYement in social status, • Now 
Ilnel tllE'n a lady's-nmid, recommen­
ded by It mistress who had a friend 
on tho Direction, 01' in the lady 
superintendent, used to pass mus­
tel', h('come one of the staff, and 
made as gooll a Governmf'nt 
Sf'rvant as the rest " 

A probationary period WIIS re· 
quired, hut the author gh'('s no 
information how long it last('d, nor 
any detail Oil the sort of trn.ining 
provided flH' candidlttes, lie hints 
at favouritism in selection, Rnd 
wants the standltl'd of qualificntion 
raisell (. even an ilIitCl'llte being' 
he says, • would o('cnsionally work 
her way in ,), The starting salary 
for Itn nSRistant prison matron was 
£35 a yen1', from which 3s, 4d. It 

month was deducted for uniform 
dress, The nnnual increment WitS 

£1. When promoted to matron, her 
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salary was £40 a year; and if she 
should rise to the heights of 
principal matron (equivalent to 
Chief Officer today) she earned £1}0 
a yellr, with annnal increment of 
30s.0d. 

The Govel'nment, then as now, 
regarded themselves as model 
employers. • Encouragement to 
persevere in their duties is freely 
offered to these Government ser­
vants' the author records, • and a 
life pension aWI1its them at the end 
of ten years '. The work, however, 
was so trying, that few prison 
matrons appeal' to have had suf­
ficient physical or nervous strength 
to stay the course even for that 
period. \Ve are told of one ,,,ho 
died, f1 ver3' young woman, 'worn 
out with toil and anxiety for the 
reforma,tion of her fallen sister­
hood' and of others' who depiwt 
from the service in a few yen,rs, 
aged and anxious looking, with no 
strength left for any new employ­
ment '. 

Hours and Duties 
The prison matrons were on anty 

fOl' flftE'en hours a day, from 6 a.m. 
till 9 or 10 p.m.: on alternate daYH 
they worked from 6 a.m. till 6 p.m., 
after which they were free. They 
had leave of absenoe every third 
Sunday, from early morning till 
10 p.m.; if they returned even 11ve 
minutes late, graduated deductions 
from salary were made. They had 
fourteen days holiday in the yeal'­
but (cruel provision) ItDy previolls 
tlays of sick leave were deducted 
from .this brief respite. Such days 
of sick leave, the author notes, 
, arc unfortunately not few and far 
between-the hours being long and 
the service arduous '. 

At Millbank, the dny's routine 
began at 6 a.m. with unbolting the 
inner cell doors (cells in this priso\} . 
had two doors, the outer one 

formed of an iron grating). Cleftf; 
ers were let out for early work, t 1a 
rest of the women tidied Iln 
cleaned their cells. Brellkfast':r 
pint of; cocoa and a 4 oz. 10llf at 
brend, was brought round

t) ell 
7.30 a.m. by carriers. Work ~t't. 
started ( coil' picking, bag and Shl bY 
making). This was cnrried on ell 
each woman in her sepn~'nte c At 
with all conversation forbIdden. f01' 

(>.Ill a.m. the chapel bell l'llog eh 
morning service at 9.45, e~tlt 
matron escorting her C01l1pJeJ~ .k 
of prisoners there and bllck'

d 
~ ~~l' 

continued till 12.45, when ItlOZt'l. 
was served. This consisted of 4 and 
of boiled meat, ! lb. potatoes, 'ot'k 
It 6 oz. loltf. After dinner "the 
proceeded as before, • on~Y 1 the 
voices of the matrons br£'aklOg 
stillness of the prison'. d 

Howe 
One hOlll' eltch day was Il l'all. 

for exercise in the Itiring yll till 
where the silent system WIlf\ S in 
enforced. Prisoners wnIke} thO 
Indinn file round and 1'0un( 11'0' 

yard, • the matron keeping It ~:'1c1' 
fnI watch on her fi.oc~t, o!, ) the 
sheep'. After the alrln" , Ill. 

women worked again till 5.~O ~;el. 
when they received a pint 0 t It 

Prayers were then' read Y of 
matron standing in the centl'oOultl 

'eo each ward, so tlmt her vo lO lin~ 
be heard by the prison('l'S Rtaot 

at their doors. ~'hell 
Worle went on till 7.45 p.m. 'tUng 

scissors were eollected; relt a lit 
was allowed till 8.30 P·l1l·'/,~~t jn 
8.45 p.m. the gas WILS turoe out, 
the cells by the matron fl'O!Upjght 
side. At !) p.m., the nUltron oOa th£1 
duty nppeared,' and • PIWE', 

prison for slow weary hours· nt 
f que Shortage of stolf and. 1'6 11 (Ill 

illness imposed extm dut,les 0 trOn 
already arduous day. One Olioe){­
is recorded as locking and u~fI,t jil. 
ing six hundred tim(!.~ a day, t 
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~~~~et' ward of fifty pl'if:.;onel's, she 
tweh~ ?,nd unlocked each one 
was ~ltlmE's. Another tedious duty 
Pris lIl,t of lighting the gas. 
Pn o,ners were given seven gas­
we~ksEa~ the be~inning of each 
I{Oin' "ery evenmg, the matron 
, g down the wltro ('ltlIpd out 

Sit!! p , . " 
out th aper . One was then passed 
the d rough the inspection hole in 
candloor, lighted by the matron's 
Pris e, and drawn in again by the 
Iighfner Who was supposed to 
Inean h~l: gaR with it, the matron 
( 't..l W ule having turned it on 
4,eedles t' . llluch' s 0 say, glts papers' were 

BItReR In demand for writing mes­
\Yel'~ to other prisoners, Hnd many 
S\lPPh~~I.e rnSf'R to obtain nn extrll, 

WI~ larticlllarly distressing duty 
Pl'i: he haircutting of all new 
enfo~~ers .. ThiR inexol'llble rule, 
lineR ced In the interests of clean­
!lnd si provoked ft'equent scenes 
tl'CS s rn~gles in RecE'ptions (long 
E'Bte S(lt'l, III Victorian days, were 
glo..e~ed as a 'wolllan's crowning 
\\"o~e)' r.rhe author recounts how 
IltlltiJe n Whose hearts had not 
thei. ~, perhaps, Itt the murder of 
the'~ Infants or the poisoning of 
in hl hushands, clasped their hands 
nlttu~.~~01' at this sncrifice of their 
Pl'ltyed adorUl~lent-wept, hegged, 
nefinnt' oCCltslonally assumed a 
last attitude, resisted to the 
OnI; b1tnd Wero finally overcome 
gUa,rd Y force '. Sometimes the mltle 
tho R s lad to be summoned from 
'" "i~~te to handcuff nnd holll down 
hltil'.c ent, Cursing woman till the 
DIetl' ,uttIng operation was com­
d(>gl'~n~llCh scenes must have been 

lng to aU concerned. 
Escort, Discharge, and 

lU Visiting Duties 
bel>~co:t . work appears to have 

hnuted . to the transfer ot 

Milluank women to Brixton, or 
Brixton 'good-conduct' women to 
Fulham Refuge. The matron sat 
neal' the door of the omnibus, with 
a male guard stationed on the step 
outside. She was 'expected to 
watch the prisoners closely and re­
strain any excitability' while' the 
equipage mttled nway over Vnux· 
hnll Bridge and clown tho South 
Lambeth Road' on its way to 
Brixton. The author gives a touch­
ing picture of the whispered com­
ments Itmong the prisoners on 
glimpsing the outside world again, 
and commends the matrons for 
'their humanity in pretending not 
to notiec such hreaehes of thE' 
silence rule. 

Humanity was also shown in 
that women who were sick 01' ill 
were not sent home unattended on 
discharge. A matron would escort 
them to their own door, even if a 
long railwllY journey were involved. 
\Vomen discharged to homes out­
side London wero escorted as 
routinE' to the appropriate railway 
station and put on the train. 
Although the matrons were glnd to 
he witness of a woman's happiness 
when the long-awaited dny lHrived, 
this particular discharge duty, says 
the author, 'waR not sought for in 
the least'. 'To rise an bour or an 
hOllr and a half before the usual 
early time for rising, and set forth 
in the raw morning, often the 
dense dark morning in the winter 
time, in n hired fly to the railway 
station, was not Itn enviable tasle; 
more particularly as the 'matron 
was expected t,o return by break­
fltst time nnd was put on full duty 
for the remainder of the day'. 

Prison matrons were occasionally 
called upon to escort mad prisoners 
(' those whose minds had given way 
beneath the monotony of their 
position ') to Fisherton Lunatic 
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Asylum near Salisbury. Although 
this escort employment was not 
the most agreeable, the rail journey 
to Salisbury' wa,s a change, valuetl 
as a set-off against the dark side of 
the expedition '. 

Visits of prisoners' relatives were 
less frequent than to-day. After six 
months at Millbank, the women 
were allowed t,o see their friends 
for twenty minutes once in three 
months, prisoner and visitor stand­
ing opposite each other behind 
wire-work screens, while the 
vigilant matron sat in the space 
between. Embarrassment, grief, 
jealousy, recrimination, attempts 
to commnnicnte forbidJen infor­
IJUttion -all these lllnnan l'Cactions 
were familial' to matl'Ons 'taking 
visits' 100 years ago. Of distl'Ossetl 
relatives the anthor, It sensitive 
observer, remarks: ' The tears antl 
sobs which they are unable to 
restrain affect the watcher more 
thn,n is generally imagined. It is 
very difTIcult to become accustomed 
to this portion of It principal 
matron's duty-the offIce is 
Ilnf>nvinble '. 

Troublesome Prisoners 
Prison life 100 years ago was one 

of nlmost unendurable monotony. 
Dull deadening work, such itS 

picking oaku1l1, cltl'ried on in the 
individual cells; no 'association '; 
no conversation; no even ing classes 
or other distractions; no prison 
libl'ltl'ies. A quarter of the entire 
population in Millbl1nk in 18G2 
were illitemte, nnother quarter 
, can read only', nnd the remainder 
had hut imperfect schooling. There 
WitS no segregation of prisoners 
suspected to be mad; murderous 
attn,cks and suicidal attempts on 
the pl1rt of crftzed women were yet 
Itnother hazard of the prison 
mlttron's post. It is hardly surpris­
ing that in circlllllstltnC'es of such 

repl'Cssion and boredom, • bl'cnkings 

out' were a daily occurrenc.~ 
Refmdory women indulged ~ 
'smnsh-ups', tearing eYerything IJ sight, banging, shouting nn 
swearing for hOllrs on end. 

These wild hltlf-demented prison
t-. tl· 

ers were punished for th~ll' °the 
breaks by confinement III s 
, dfwk' cells. Disturbing scen~l' 
must lutve ensued: the (llltb { 
obset'Yes 'the strength of some of 
these women, during their fits ° 
frenzy, is greatly in excess of t~le 

, .1 h\O, 
men's '. It always reqUll'eU Ie 
and verr often three of the 11111 

guards to ' fot'ce one fightinl~ pl~r~ 
ging woman from her cell to dB 
, dark', tables and beJstC\e 
snapping under their hnnt!8 11 k 
splinters of firewood', MIllbl1Vil Prison possessed six • dn,rk' ce t' 
windowless, with perforated gl'l\; 
ings for air. They were fil'J1~ , 
secured with 'formidable ilOOl~d 

1 · 1 WI," nnd an outer sliding pltd w llC 1" US 

supposed to stifle the llPl:Oat If of 
sounds. The furnitl1I'e conslste( 'aY 
, a sil1nting series of boards by" t" fOl' . 
of It bedst('ad, with an unconl At 
able wooden block for It pill.:>w '. Iii' 
night the woman was given 11 Plnd 
of blankets Itnd It rug (often f?~). 
torn to slll'edH in the 111orn,1 tel'. 
The diet WitS bl'Cltd and "I. nt 
Three days of such conflnell1e t 
WitS uSllally sufllcient to cxhn.l1r~ , Ile p, 
even the strongest of Pl'l!!O fo l ' 

but some were so confined ts 
sevel'al weeks. Even cauvn!! jn,eJ(eil; 
Itnd handcuffs were nsed to 1'08tl'l1 
the most rcfl'ltC'tol'Y. I 

The' itutho1' deplores whl1\!t~:' 
calls • this remnant of tho JiM 
lmrous style of coercion peen '/' 
to the Middle Ages " ' I cltn~oi SI~S' 
he observes, 'that these l l~r glt'l 
have ever pl'oduced iq !tny !!I Oth£l 
instance !t salutary effect llP~~ red. 
prisoner!! '. The 1l1atl'Ona aU e . ' 
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too sl'nc ' 'tl ' , ,,' e WI 1 an IngenIOus "orv ' ' son el SlOn of common humanity' 
1 Ie of the 'dark' cells were 

~ l1~ed either above below or 
eSlde tl 1\'1 t ' ' 1I1ilIb Ie J.V It ron s quarters. At 

iat 1 ~nk one such cell WitS immed· 
Wa e l' bOlow ; and the tired officer 
tl s, often kept awake all night by 
ki~ll,ncossltnt shrieking, hammering, 
th Hng, 01' by 'the defiant song of 
fr~ncabged tigress " which welled up 

1 elow, 

Very !'ttl ' to I ,Ie medICal help appears 
lIWe be -. t tl ' IOMr . en given 0 . lC p1'1son 

l'efr °tUS In nutnaging these violent 
Ito ory p " , d th groat. ' 11soners, an ere WitS 

all .lelllctance to pronounc'(\ nny­
th e I~sane. The author criticises 
fo~ i:~son surgeons and physicians 
'Ie 1 lis attitltde which, he says, 
Sc It( IS occasionally to horrible one . . 
llla S III Our prisons' and indeed 
Of!" Y ('ndangel' the life of the 

lCel'S B 1 C I IJl1n ' . roa( moor rim ina 
low,atw Asylum, opened the fol­
a s~ug yea~ in ~HG3, at last provided 
tall In.ble InstJtu tion for the n1('11-

~r ( eranged in custody. 

Conditions and Complaints 
do'ill.at could the prison matrons 
it a Itnprove their lot? Very little, 
\\'0 seelUs, In common with other 
thetnell workers of that period, 
ass Y ,\\'~l'e unorganised, had no 
est O('ltttlOns to protect their inter· 
Un' and--should they fall· ill or 
otl~U1Ployed-no means of support 
Jloo~: than recourse to charity or 
dill' 1 Law oll.t·door relief. Few 
there to complain. Not only was 
(' de r ,lltbour exploited, but bad food 
Was C1dedly and disgracefully bad .) 
1'00 Provided in the matrons' mess· 
lllat!s, At times protests were 
asia e, but these were brushed 
uoth' by the steward saying he saw 
bOef lug wrong with the meat ('oily 
ladi and goatish mutton'). The 

es Were being too fastidious. 

On another occasion, the surgeon 
was solieited for his verdict and 
he 'fell into rfiptures over It plate­
ful of mutton which had mad(> half 
tlHl matrons sick '. 

Prison matrons, 'were always 
considered in the wrong, and 
complaints of this nature w(>re 
regarded in n. light almost impel" 
tinent '. Attempts wei'e made, the 
author records, 'to memorialise 
the n.uthorities' on this and other 
grievances, but 'the nervousness 
with which stt'Ong meaSlll'CS are 
generally regarded hn$ always 
intei'fered with the In'oject, some 
refusing to sign because of fen.r of 
dismissal'. In many instances 
'there al'e l1lothet's, sisters, little 
children to support' and the 
matrons must endure all evils 
rather than run any risk. 

Some efforts to provide change or 
recreation for the matrons' off-duty 
honrs n.re mentioned, but met with 
small responso. 'Readinl~ rooms 
have been thought of, find allan· 
doned' the fiuthor reports. At 
Bl'ixton the expedment was tried 
of a little musie, in n. room Itcross 
the yard. But (deplorable develop· 
ment) 'the music led to a (llUtdrille 
now Itnd then, and it was thought 
advisable to send the piano back 
to the makel', !lnd rescind tho 
privilege', Then, as now, the staff 
preferred to spend their free time 
outside the walls-' their craving, 
when lwalth and strength permit, 
to pass beyond the gates and shake 
the prison dust from their feet '. 

Ofiicial visitOl'S to the prison 
often appear to have regarded tho 
matrons on a par with domestic 
servants, and were' awkward and 
embltrl'!tsscd' when they found 
they could not leave It tip with the 
attendant who had shown them 
round. Acceptance of any such fee 
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was stl'ictly forbhl<len. 'The offer 
of money to the officers of our 
Government prisons is an act 
which bl'ings an indignant blush 
to theil' cheel{s, and makes their 
fingers itch to box the ears of the 
would-be donor '. Nor was it un­
known for prisoners' relatives on 
visiting days to 'make delicate 
hints that money will be forth­
coming', if required, in return for 
the concessions of any little favour 
to tlj(' prisoner concernecl. 'The 
mOl'e disreputable class of these 
viRitors appear to consider this 
offer as a temptation which even a 
prison matron has not the power 
to withstand " But withstand they 
(lill, thn,nks to theil' ladylike up­
hl'inging and their dedication to 
the pt'ison service, 

Theil- champion, Mr. Robinson, 
devotes his final chapter to a pIen, 
for bcttel' treatment for the down­
trodden female staff, and links this 
with the improvement of prison 
discipline genemlly, 'The staff of 
matrons is not Ruf{icient for the 
proper woddng of our female 
pl'isons' he ronndly declares. It 
hits never been sufficient, and the 
officers Itt'e worked too hard, Fif­
teen hours it dll,y are too many. 
Thh! (!ven though 'the Direction 
apknowledges that the superinten­
dence of female eonvictR forms the 
most trying feature of prison 
experience' . 

, Female prisoners must be 
treated individually', he goes on, 
\Vhen more attention can he paid 
to each woman, instead of to each 
dass, results more slttisfactory will 
be ctrl'ived at. The whole pt'inciple 
of (liscipline is to lead, not to drive; 
therefore it is necessary that 
prison matrons should be carefully 
selected from 'thoughtful earnest 
women, possessed of discretion 
and judgment '. Among his other 

reformist ideas m'e n. change of 
name for women prison offic~rs. 
• Officer' he sn.ys, is too mascuhne, 
, matron' a misnomer; both names 
convey an impression of harshncs: 
n.ntl ugliness. He thinks tha 
, sisters', if this did not suggest thl c 
nunnery so strongly, would be t Ie 
most appropriate designatioll-

, sisters in their interest for thoSO 

poor creatures who are confided to> 
their care'. ' : 

Mr. Robinson wants lectures on 
divers subjects, • calculttted ~o 
interest and distract a prisoner s 
mind', to be delivered to tli: 
female convicts in prison. I t 
wants the removal of 'the wor~ 
chtss of prisoner' to n sepnl'!l e 
establishment, nnd an Obscl'Vattlf~ 
wltl'd for the Aegr'egation of . 1 

mentally unsound. His concluding 
reQuest (which has It very conteJUi 
pOl'ary ring) is for a Govel'nJ~len 
grant to the Prisoners' Aid socletf' 
If the good effects of the HocidY S 

work could he rendered stm mOl'! 
compr'ehensive, the numher l~ 
. returns' and re-convictions woll ( • 
he is sure, continue to diminish, 

\Vomen prison officers tO~11Y 
still hn.ve a difficult nnd de1l1itndlng 
job; bnt their conditions (~~e:; 
though recommended for fut' loJ 
improvement t) n.nc1 the gener '0 
atmosphere in which they work nt 
incompambly different fl'om thO~ 
described in Mr, Robinson'S baa d 
l\Iany changes must have follOW~o 
its publication: gl'I1titude is due 
this unlmown Victorian gentle~~~ 
who so eloquently plcnded J 
canso of women prison staff (nn 
women prisoners) 100 yen,rs ngo, 

-----------------------~ 
• FemaleLifeiaPrison, F, w. Ronlntl

On• 
Lonilon, Spencer l3laclcctt, 1863, 

t The Wynn Parry neport, 1958, 
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'rEI]: 
So' .. USE Oli' psye hi ltLI'Y anu rolated 

I nCBs ' . ' 
ltSBOSS , In CI'i m i no logy, I1S 1'f'g'lL l'ds 
I'Bllolt:11 ~nt of o fff' odC'n;, a ntl 
R no ng to CO UI't8, i8 11 0 \\ ' 

P 1'U. 1I ~ n.('C'0p ted, 

1tl , ]IOYCIlI lLtl'i e t l'On.t ll lO llt of C'l'illlill -
s 10WO " , tho , W:I IS not so wld ely used , 

OlI l1 £,l l1et1co " ;tr y ing frotH one 
fI. l y 1,0 n.ll oLhel', Of't;0rt Lh C' I'(' is 
111 ~lP b t wee n pfolye hiat l'i(: ~ l'm1L ' 
'p nn.1 on one hn.l1Ll , find Ol'dll lft. t'Y 
lSari Ll'ea.t m oot 011 t he othol' , 
tl' a.~~~I Y ill , GI' i l1li ll a ls boing 
{l nn,1 l1lf'dlCall y , oLhCl's by 
80nl l~leas l1l'es u.l one, i nel ud ing 
ti\>e C dlst llI'Led, t hough noL defee-
\Vh 01' psychot iC' Iw isonol.'s a \ b" , , 
Ill a ' v lIe eeC} n i l'ing mfol'mat i ve 
be ll:Sfl~'es of t t'oatm ont, oo nld al so 

frOIl) psyollia tr-i e Lreo.tm onL, 

~r"o pross ing Lil sk o r psychia try 
and pOll o logy is to find :I IIlN1 11 S of 
i>ri(l ging Lhi s gft1J, folO Lltat psycho­
Lhot'a[lPll t ic n.ppt'o;l ches (:all bC' 
in teg rn.ted in to Lil t' port al sysLp l1 1. 

III thi s oO lln Lt'y L1I01'C' lt aR hC'O ll 11 

gl'oil,Le r tt' IHI C' n ('.,\' ill r ece n t yean.; 
ro t' penal in tlt i t l.l Lions,11arL icul 'L l'I y 
t h OR£' fO l' ~' O lll1 g o fronderR, 1,0 lI HLkc 
Il fole o [ exist i ng psyc llinL l'ie sOI'vic('s 
by I'(,rcrrin g iOlll aups jlo psychi ­
atri (' 01 i II ies for t l'eltLl11e n L. 
HO \\'CYE' I', rBrelTing Ril eh ell,R('R I\.R 

ouL-pn,t ien tH h ilS uoe n f'o ll [}(l to 
ha.ve man y d isI1dvan tagC's, and It 

betLe r lL I't':'Lll g0 11l cn L, for 11 11 CO I1 -
COl'o P(l , is 1'0 1' a pH),eh ilLtri sL 1,0 pay 
reg ular vis iLs to t h C' in st i t ut io tl , 
Th c bOl'strd R ~ ' s tem in ScoL lnnd 
sin ce 1 !)4!J IIns cooRiilembl y 
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developed this system by having 
psychiatric personnel working full 
time or part-time on the staff 
along with the other institution 
pel·sonnel. 

In Scotland, the borstal system 
(agc:>s lG-21) includes an institution 
with approximately BOO male 
inmates, which serves the dual 
function of being 11. c htssification 
and training centre. The institu­
tion is (lidded into foul' sepamte 
sections 01' "Houses", one of whieh 
is the nlloeation centre, the other 
tit l'ee being tt'aining hous£'s, each 
with a slightly different regime 
and catering for II. different type of 
inmate. There Iwe n.lso three 
smaller institutions in different 
parts of the count/·y, two open, 
one maximum security; also a 
sepn.rate small institution for gil'ls. 
The psyehit1tric tCltm is Imsc:>d Itt 
the main institution and are there­
fore involved both in the alloclttion 
procedure, anll to some extent, in 
the training regime. 

From the fh'st appointment ten 
yeal'f~ ago of one P.S.\V., the 
psyehintric unit has been gl'A.dually 
built up, and now consists of one 
consultant psycbiatrist, one assis­
tant psychiatrist, one clinical 
psyehologiRt, nnd two P.S.\Vs. The 
three former are all part-time at 
the institution, having othel' 
hospital attl1ehments. The social 
workers are full time. 

This team functions in more or 
less the same Wtty as any other 
clinical team-the P.S.Ws. doing 
home visiting, Itn<1 fltl11ily case 
work; psychiatrists and psych­
ologist interviewing nnll assessing 
inmates. There does however tend 
to he more overlapping of respec­
tive job., than in the usual clinic 
Ret up. 

The rehttionship of the team t~ 
the rest of' the institution has ba 
to be cltrefully considered nod: 
satisfactory role worked Oll •• 

Indeed it could be said th!"t t~~: 
process is still going on-I.e: 'c ' 
integrating of the pSyclllatrl 
team nnd their' npPl'o:wh, with ~~e 
l'ehabilitation and l'e-etluC!1tJ\ e , 
pl'ogrl1mrne ItS :t whole. 

Attitudes to psychiatric perstl~~ 
nel on the part of the rest of I' 
institution vary considerl1b ). 
Some inmates nre inclined to .be 

slIspicions, ns, like so many delt~~ 
quents, they resent nothing In~~e 
than the suggestion that theY I 
in any way mentally nhlloJ' !l1!\' 
Some .genuinely feel t.heY, Wi~ : 
and WIll ask for, ps.rc.}llat~·lC hle~8 
Others, though thIS IS f the 
common, seek to make use. 0 ~-Jl 
psychiatric team to theIr 0\ 

advantage_ 

I f the 
Regarding the attitlH e 0, -ohi' 

custodial staff townrds the p~) ,crt 
atric team, this varies from 0' nt 
hostility, suspicion, l'esentlll~"eti 
through indifference iUll 11• , t nec. 
tolerance, etc., to real acccp ~l "cd 
The latter ('an only be nehle d 
when the staff really nndel'stllll1 

I 1 ' t '0 tcllll ' the WOl' { of the psyc 111t n It 
and ",hilt they I1re trying to dO

thC 
is ('ssential, therefore, that ood 
I)sychiatric team cnn m!tkl~ ,1 of 
enough contact with the lCS lid 
the staff so that this unde:st!tnlccp' 
of their work and hence ItS!tC '1'hO 
tl1nCC can become gencl'ltl; 
prohlem is how best to do tIllS. 

l('ctcd 
Psychotherapy with se ." . 1 ri1l1!1tJ mmates should be t Ie . Plath 

function of the psychiatrIst. I bO' 
individual und group PSY~nl1,J 
therapy are possible in It p.nise 
institution, though both.l s jll 
their own pat'ticulnr ,diffionltlc 
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t~~ setting. Their value is limited 
srna~ter by the fact that relatively 
eVe numbers <lan be treated, 
rna~ by group therapy, without 
aval more therapists than are 
the able. Also, to be successful, 
and cO-Op?ration. understanding, 
of SOt~etlmes active participation 

. neceso er staff mem bel's is 
sary. 

'rhese l' 't t' , need f Iml a IOns emphasIse the 
econo ' Or making the most 
of pr:;::lcal, ~tnd advantageous use 
~o tha esslonall;y tr~ined workers 
Indil'ect\ psycluatnc help. even 
ns In y, can be spread to 
An tn~ inmates as possible. 
I1PPl'oa nflrect psycho-therapeutic 
staff ,C 1 through members of 
ltillledlS ttherefore what should be 

a. 

In add't' infol'ln 1 Ion to much free and 
OUstod ,11\ discussion between 
sOllla 111 f and professionl staff. 
instit t~ the former in this 
l'eque U Ion have on occasion 
(11' Qted formal taU{s and seus ' , 
after SIan groups, Such groups, 
held l'equests from staff. were 
atl'ist sporadicnJly by the psychi­
not • but for various reasons did 
regu} Conti,nue. Latterly however 
one Itr ~lscussion sessions with 
the ~artlcular group of staff. viz. 
the afC of the house which has 
been lnore disturbed cases have 
this Continuing, nnd the rest of 
deser,PI~per will be devoted to 
theQ(lll11ng these. The course that 
been . groups have followed has 

Interesting and productive. 

'\'h~~ appropriate beginning was 
thera a boy. undergoing psycho­
hiQ py, Whose relationship with 
becn:other had been very bad. 
(only ~ hostile towards the matron 
lltltff) woman member of the house 

-obviously a displacement 

of affect. She was able to under­
stand this-but the boy's violence 
to her made the male staff very 
anxious. and they felt disciplinary 
action should be taken. 

The staff met with psychiatrist 
and P.S.W. to discllss the 
particular case, and when the home 
background, history, and motivat­
ing factors were made clear, the 
staff were able to understand the 
boy's reaction, and realize the 
importance of allmving it to 
continue. From this, other cases 
were talked about, and the staff 
l'E'qtJested that this should go on, 
a.lthough it meant giving up free 
time. Adm inistl'l1tive difficulties 
prevented these groups being held 
more than every three to {our 
weeks. 

Not only actual cases but 
delinquency as a whole. and other 
general subjects with a bearing on 
the pBychhttric aspects of delin­
quents were discllssed; many 
psychological. and ease work 

. principles were got over in the 
course of discussion, and the stltff's 
own feelings about their work, the 
boys, etc., began to be expressed. 
The groups suffered, however. 
from lack of continuity. owing to 
difficulty of meeting often enough. 
then for a time they stopped 
altogether, because of a chango of 
personnel in that house. The 
psychiatric team felt it advisable 
to wait till there was a further 
request from the staff to continue 
groups: 

After Eli repeated request from 
the staff for a continuation of the 
group meetings, the position was 
reconsidered. Two years ago now, 
it was decided that to have real 
value these meetings should be 
frequent and regular. weekly if 
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possible, and finally it was agreed 
by the administration that 
attendance at this "study group" 
would be an accepted (though still 
voluntary) part of the staff duties 
in that particular house. and if in 
free time. overtime pay would be 
allowed. The groups are attended 
by all the house stafI (housemaster. 
mat,ron, principal and fonr other 
officers) and the complete psychi­
atric team. IIousemaster takes the 
lead in the sense of suggesting 
cases, 01' other topics for 
discussion. but otherwise the 
discussion is democratic and free. 
and any member of the group says 
what he or she wants to say. 

One of the initial difficulties 
encountered (met with in other 
settings, e.g. mental hospitals. as 
well). was that of confidentinJity 
of professional reports. Staff felt 
thC'y ought to have free access to 
all reports ( "official" ruling is that 
such reports clln only be seen by 
senior staiI). While agreeing that 
the people who Itre in day 
to day relationship with the 
boys should hltve ItS much 
knowledge ahout them as 
possible, the psychiatric team felt 
they had to point out the intimate 
nature of some of the material in 
the reports, the responsibility that 
knowledge of such mltterial carries, 
Itnd the danger of misusing it. This 
could be accepted by the staff, and 
the compromise rCitched WitS thltt 
professional stltff would read their 
full reports to the group. stressing 
any points where extreme confi­
dence was necessary. Now the 
atmosphere of the group is that of 
a professional group. in which 
much confidentinl material can be 
freely aired. N or has there ever 
been an instance of such know­
ledge being wrongly used by any 
member of staff. 

Beginning from case conferences 
these meetings have become 
groups in the real sense of tb~ 
word. with free exchange 0 

thoughts and feelings b~tweef 
participants. free expreSSIOn 0 
emotion. interpretation of sucb. 
etc. Full notes have been kept. s~ 
that progress and development °d 
the group could be followed •. an s 
this has gone through var~ou s 
phases. mood swings, calm pen.od 
interspersed with emotional crISeS 
and always if tension got too 
great falling back to the caso 
discussion level. 

Although there has always been 
a democratic conduct of the grou~; 
it was natural that the sta 
for some time maintained l a 
deferential attitude to t )0 

"superior" knowledge of the 
professional staff. although the 
latter continued in efforts 0 
helping non-professional staff to 
realise that each contribution "'fs 

equally valuable. At this stage t ~~ 
latter, however. fonnd it dUncu t 
to express any disapproval of whIt 
the professional staff did. let alone 
!Lny resentment towards then); 
The first expression~ of ank resentment were indit'ect an{~ too l 
the form oC It sporadic expreSSIon 0_ 
rather exaggerated views. gene~ 
ally taken to be "anti-psychil1trY j 
Only when such were accepto 
and given due attention could the 
underlying hostility towards thO 
psychiatric staff themselves bo ~o 
somo extent freed and expressc . 
From then on vhases of hostility 
and aggression towards the 
psychiatric staff. phases which 
usually indicated anxiety fron) 
environmental stresses on the 
part of the non-professional stltft, 
have alternated with an increaS­
ingly positive attitude to thO 
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PSYch' t ' Co lit rIC staff and a feeling of 
lllradeship with them, 

Thischn ' t' rece tl nge In a tltude has been 
grou n y exemplified regarding 
.Alth~:Sycho~hel'flpy with inmates, 
in th gh tillS has been going on 
staff at house for some time, the 
tant :ro~p always seemed reluc­
few 0 dISCUSS it. Within the last 
had ~onths, just after new groups 
brou een started, the matter was 
staff ght up by one of the custodial 
bur tnd there was a definite out­
reg: d,Of hostility on their part 
crit/'. lUg the groups. Thel'e was 
ItbOU~ISm ,of group therapists, 
the theIr selection of material, 
SOIn

n about the results of groups, 
thute of the staff members feeling 
SOIn no progress was made ILnd 
WOr e of the boys seemed to get 
COUl~c. Although in fnct they 
!,(t'ou accept that while undergoing 
behl1P , psyc~otherapy disturbed 
beca VIOur mIght be anticipated, it 
th ,llle cleat· that underlying 

ell' ho t'l' CUst d' SIlty on the subject the 
thr 0 t lal stnff felt in some Wtty 
Psy~~ cned by the inmates' group 
the f ot~el'apy sessions. They had 
talk' eehng that the boys were 
\\'as

lng 
about them and that this 

~he undermining their authority. 
Shou~ they also . felt that they 
the d expect some dit'ection from 
to d pSYchiatric staff as to "what ott . 
and 't In their work with the boys, 
did I became plain that not only 
thl'e tthe custodial staff feel 
by ~ e~ed, but they felt let down 
\\'ho ~:lr professional colleagues 
thelll. ld not seem to be giving 

any assistance. 

th;his is a very basi(~ conflict in 
relationship between profes-

sional and non-professional staff 
in an institution and the fact of 
its being uncovered in this way 
in our study groups was found to 
be helpful. Quite apart from the 
question of group therapy with 
the boys, the whole question of 
what sort of help the non­
professional staff expected from 
the professionals, and what sort of 
help the latter are in fact able to 
give has been fully discussed, 
with a resultant clearer concept 
on both sides of the relative 
functions, and a tendency to work 
more closely together. 

Apart from these general 
changes in atmosphere of the staff 
discussion group and expressions 
of group feeling, on many occasions 
individual feelings and attitudes 
have cropped up and been 
examined by the group. For 
example, an officer's dislike of a 
particular boy, w hen freely 
expressed in the group setting, 
has been related to personal 
problems, and even without going 

. into details of interpretation of 
this, the "ery important factor of 
the individual's own emotional 
involvement with those nnder his 
care has been made clear. 

Indeed, although there is careful 
avoidance of any suggestion that 
these groups are in any way 
therapeutic gronps, there is no 
doubt that all taking part in them, 
professional or non-professional, 
have their own attitudes towards 
their work as a whole, and 
towards individuals" consider· 
ably clarified from time to time. 

Study groups are still in the 
early and experimental stages, but 
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progress that has been made seems 
to indicate their value in a training 
institution. The participants in 
this particular group, from time to 
time, look back over the work done 
by the group and all feel that it 
has been helpful. At the simplest 
level, staff have been given more 
information o.bout the boys they 
are dealing with and so can 
understand more of the boy's 
character and his behaviour. At a 
deeper level, all are now aware 
that their attitude to the work as 
a whole has been modified, that 
they get much more satisfaction 
from the work they are doing and 
are more able to tolerate the 
disappointments and frustrations 
that inevitably arise in this kind 
of work. This change in basio 
attitude to the work naturally has 
its effect in muoh improved 
individual personal relationships 
with tbe inmates. The psychiatric 
personnel are aware of such 
changes in individual attitudes 
and have observed modifying of 
characteristics on the part of the 
sto.ff, bl'inging out their real 
potential in the work, and tending 

. to overcome snags caused by 
emotional blind spots. 

So far this rather intensive staff 
study group has been confined to 
one section of the institution, 
where it is particularly important 
as the more disturbed and malad­
justed inmates are being treated 
there. The writer of this paper, 
however, is of tho opinion that 
the same kind of work extended to 
other sections of the institution 
would be valuable. In fact for the 
past year a similar staff discussion 
group has been held at ono of the 

smaller open institutions by t~:' 
psychiatric personnel who Ill~ 
regular visits to that institutlOIl' 

and is proving very useful there be 
For numerical reasons, t be 

professional staff will alwaysd' 
inadequate to the task of extell k 
ing the direct psychiatrio wO.l" 

and in any Case in Itn institutloi 
of this kind the majority 0 

Ill'e inmates do not require, or b 
unlikely to benefit from, SUCl treatment. On the other hMJ(f': 

" 1" 0 I even the . most norma tk'i 
delinquents has had some breI I 
down in his social relationsbipa· 
find can only be logically trcll~e sl 
by forming social relationsblI). 
which are going to be thCr~!1 
peutio. As the enlightenment I ( 
penology advances, the role ~!1 
custodial staff, particularly \ 
institutions for young offend?rs 19 

rapidly changing and beconllPg d 
much more important /1

11 d 
demanding role. Indeed sllch st,1l b 
are beginning to playa part \V~;~d 
could he more accurately ell to 
that of "social therapists", an~ 11 
do this adequately they ce~tal~li 
need the help of professJOp/1 et 
tm,ined colleagues. This ~/1rIlg 
describes one attempt at ~1I~1 18 

this kind of help, and at the sa:~o 
time, casting a role for '!1 
professional sta ff in an institutltb~ 

The writer is indebted to t 18 
Director of Prisons and Dol'S !l.t. 
Division of Scottish Home Deprlsil 
ment for permission to p,uh ;b8 
this paper on work done In eJ 
institution. Opinions exprcssoo 
however are the writer's own a III 
do not necessarily represe 111 
official Scottish Home DepartIlle 
views. 
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Mayhew on London Prisons 
SENIti." M ' and tI A YUEW 8 London Labour 
Was s/~ L~ndon Poor in which, it 
of th tId, the respectable portion 
mad: World ,~"ere for t~lC first time 
Poor' acquamted wIth ... the 
the er World of 1.;onilon, of which 
tivelUppel' ~lasses knew com para­
stat Y notluug" has achieved the 
just Us of It classic. First appearing 
181iO,.0"~r. It century ago, in the 
nlth s, It IS still widely road to-day 
for;ugh Usually in an abridgeil 
volu' It Was published in five 
(lcalr1es: Th~; first three volumes 
Polk WIth The TJomlon Street 
Ih'cJ'l .. 'yho tlaily earn an honest 
tion,I,lood m the midst of destitu­
Will Q,nd the fourth, "ThoRe That 
p\'ost'rot Work", dealt with the 
S\\,iudl uteR, thieves, heggltl's anil 
hCalt} ers "Who prey npon the 
rl:hcsel Rnd the property of others". 
frOln t"OluInes, 01' at least excerpts 
stUde t m1, are fltmilial' both to 
'rho R s and the general reader. 
Series lfth "?lume, completing the 
l?rh'lo' entItled "The Criminal 
l?riso Us o~ London and Scenes of 
less n LIfe", is however much 
fasci~vel,l known, although no less 
Conta,'lttlll? The first edition (1862) 
OVer Ins In adilition to the text 
Which Q, hundred illustrations, of 
h{\re. It numher are reproduced 

In th' to Ill' ~s volume Mayhew set out 
the C;ld~ "a complete account of 
COlUp'llllunal Prisons of London, 
Patti I ed, like the preceding 
in~{ls~~s ~f the work, froin actual 

Igations, mostly made within 

the walls,· 01' sllpplied hy the 
officers connected with them". He 
excluded from his survey both 
Political or State Prisons such as 
the Tower and the Strong-room of 
the Honse of Commons, and also 
Civil or Debtors' Prisons snch as 
the Queen's Bench and Whitecross 
Street. This left him with, apart 
from the Lock-ups Ol' Police Cells 
nnd the Hulks at Woolwich, ten 
establishments. These were, 
Pentonville, Millhank, Brixton, 
Holloway, Cohlbath Fieltls, Tothill 
Fields, \Vandswol'th, Clerkenwell, 
N ewgate ancl the IIol'semonger 
Lane Jail. Our reproductions have 
heen' selected fl'om the illustmtions 
to the chapters dealing with prisons 
which Itre still in m:e to-dny and 
the text refers to them in the 
main. At that time Pentonville 
was It. Convict Prison "for trans­
ports and 'penal service' men" and 
Brixton was the F£'male Convict 
Prison. Holloway WitS the City 
Honse of Conedion nnd 'Vands­
worth the Su rl'ey Honse of 
Correction, hoth handling short­
term prisoners serving up to a 
mllximum of two yeltrs. A century 
ago Wandsworth was It "pleasant 
Itnd countrified spot" where "the 
stranger might fltncy himself miles 
ItwltY from the Metropolis" becltuse 
it was "so thoroughly primitive 
nnd half desolate", nnd at the bltck 
of Holloway prison lay "some 
beautiful green meadows nnd fields 
of arable land", Brixton on the 
other hand was set "in the peculiar 
suburban regions of London where 
the hOUfleS are excruciatingly 
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genteel" nnd the description of the 
"cold and gloomy streets" around 
Pentonville is not very remote 
from the reality of to-day. 

It is interesting to see that the 
pictures of hooded men and veiled 
women under the Separate system, 
of prisoners operating the crank 
and the tread wheel or picking 
oakum with which the book is so 
lavishly illustrated are presented 
as symbols of "modern philan­
thropy". "It is scarcely necessary" 
runs the prcface "to point out the 
great contraRt which the prisons 
of the present day present to those 
of the past century and the early 
part of the present". As 11 matter 
of fact 111though Mayhew thought 
the masks gave "a kind of tragic 
solemnity to tho ftgureR", he 
regl1rded them as "11 piece of 
wretched frippery and ItS idle in 
use as they are thelttrical in 
character"; but he was on the 
whole fltyoul'l1hly impressed by 
what he Sltw. IIis main criticisms 
of the system-l1nd they have 11 
familial' ring to present day 
students-relate to recidivism I1nd 
the work situation in prisons. lIe 
cites figures from tho Fifth Report 
of the Inspectors of Prisons for the 
Home District in which he says 
that "the old-jail birds so far from 
being either reformed or deterred 
from future offences are here 
shown continually to return to the 
prisons throughout the country". A 
major factor he believed was that 
the system made labour a punish­
ment to the criminal. So far from 
imprisonment with hard labour 
"serving to eradicate the antipathy 

of the criminal to industrioUs 
pursuits, ~t t.ends. rathe~ .t~ 
confirm hIm 10 hIS pre]ud1C,,: 
against regular labour" said :M») t 
hew. " , Well ' says the pickpock~ J 
to himself on leaving prisou, 'e 
always thought working for ouc

t
. 

living was by no means pleas!111 a' 
I1nd after the dose I have just b!1 f 
I'm blest if I an't convinced : 
it ' ". If we wished to inculcIl

1 
~ 

habits of industry Mayhew thoU~ Ig 
this could not be done by makl11, 
labour "a scourge" but rather b) 
rendering it agreeable and a.lso• 
by means of the 'mark' SystClll' 
making it the means of libCr!l~iO~ 
of the prisoner. lIe had little tIll) 

for the view, very popular thalli 
exprcssed by the Chaplltiu llll 
Pentonville, that "God alone ell d 
give good principles I1nd ~oo'b 
motives by his Spirit". He dldll 

. 09 
deny that supernatural converslO t~ 
of men from wickednesS ~ 
righteousness occasionally toO~ 
place but he said by this appro~o g 
"we produce It thousand caUtlll 

hypocrites to one "eal convert". 

fOil Nevertheless the chief attrac I Ii 
of the book lies not in the geue~e 
discussions of penal policy nor t ( 
tltbles of statistics, which Maybe.~ 
admitted to he unreliable, bu.t .d. the manifest veracity and the VI\"I 9 

ness of the reporting. In sharpnes/ 
of observation and the selection ~Il 
significant detail as well as skiIl' t 
presentation few writers beforeJe 
since have equalled Mltyhew. ~ 
was a' persistcn t and assid uoll

i
• 

visitor. He turned out at 5 n;lIg 
with "the cold March mOl'IlIO e 
winds blowing so sharp in the {o-o. 
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~~ to fill the eyes with tears" to 
fItness the departure of prisoners 
a~J\ Penton ville to Portsmouth 
10 e was still at the prison at 

P,m, in the warders' mess "where 
We f 
th oUnd another officer raking out 
f e remains of the mess-room fire 
or the night", He talked with 
~h?7one from officials like the 
nOb

e 
Warder at Wandsworth (" a 

~hole spe,cimen of a prison office~, 
h", Ugh m mature life and hIS 

",11' 'I en Sl vered he is a man of great 
Co e1'gy and intelligence") to the 
vi ~ntless prisoners whom he 
1'e sIted in their cells carefully 
th C~rding their stories. It is notable 
no~ he didn't make the mistake 
PI' Uncommon even amongst 
1'o:ent, .d~y social scientists. of 
Pl'esant~clzlng the prisoners WhIlst 
neo enting the staff as a homoge­
Me ub mass of forbidding ciphers, 
qUi~ ,ers of staff at all levels spoke 
1'(l e reely to him and many were 
C lllarkably enlightened and 
~o~nPassionate in tbeir attitudes, 
S us, the Lady Governor or 
o;P:~Intendent of Brixton speaking 
Sa • e women on ticlret-of-leave u:s

, We have sent away altogether 
Of,~al'ds of 200 Women on ticket­
ba k. aVe and only four have come 
Ca C and even with those four we 
th: har~IY believe them to be guilty: 
" Pohce are- so sharp with the .. Oar th' . 
Ve lUgs . . . The pohce are 
1 1'y severe with"them I think; and 
thcan't help feeling an interest in 
th e '''retched creatures, just as if 

ey Were children of my own." 

CO~~ re,ad a book like this is a useful 
ch ctIve to those sentimental 

1'0 ' 1 at ~IC es which make nonsense 
cOn . he history of prisons by 

. 8
Idering them in a vacuum with-

out regard to their contemporarY 
social context. 

It is true that conditions were 
frequently harsh and Mayhew 
does not hide this, He was present 
at adjudicH,tions in most of the 
prisons he visited and ahvays 
made a point of visiting the 
punishment or dark' cells, In 
\Vandsworth he found. in one of 
them" a little girl of twelve years 
of age, , , who had been singing 
in her cell against the prison rules 
. . . She was drumming in pas­
sionate mood at the door of her 
cell. with only one garment w~apt 
round her. and her blue prIson 
clothes torn into a heap of rags by 
her side, After we left. she 
continued to beat the door in a 
violent manner." From her 
card we found she was under 
confinement for picking pockets," 
On the third day of his visit he 
returned to see the girl again. and 
found her "reading a book , , . 
quiet and subdued in her manner' 
She had been subjected to a 
punishment of bread and water 
for two days", It is notable that 
Mayhew who is clearly It man of 
warm human sympathies reports 
all this quite dispassionately with 
none of the sentiment or "tears 
stinging our eyes" which. by 
contrast the Convict Nursery at 
Brixton 'hl1cl provoked in him. Yet 
if one l'cacls the en,rlier volumes of 
London Labour and the London 
Poor with their detailed 
descriptions of the conditions 
under which the honest poor 
of IJondon were living at 
the time it is not difficult to 
understancl why the author found 
much to admire in the London 
prisons. It is not without signifi­
cance that the most troublesome 
of the women convicts at Brixton 
(an establishment which Mayhew 
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The New Blundeston Prison 
S. P. SARTAIN 

TIlE NEW PRISON LniIiIing pro­
gramme gave rise to an urgent 
need for new thinking on the 
design of new penal establishments, 
and it was decided therefore that a 
Design and Development Group 
should be set up for the purposes 
of research and discussion into the 
requirements of modern penal 
planning which would combine 
matters of general principle and 
constructional policy, all to be 
considered within an economic 
framework of giving value fol' 
money expended, 

In September 1958, the first 
meeting of thiR Gronp \vIlS held, 
consisting of representatives of 
the Prison Commission, Ministry 
of Works, and Treasury. 

Resulting from the Group's dis­
cussions an entirely new design for 
a prison unit was evolved; the first 
new estllblishment to Le wholly 
planned on this basiR will be at 
BIundeston in Suffolk. 

Dlnndeston Lodge, Ilpproximlltoly 
three miles 'Vest of LoweRtoft, 
was one of the many sites drawn 
to tho Commissioners' attention 
during 1!);)8, It is an attractive site 
of about 90 acres of meadows and 
woodland, with a large natural htke, 
and an old dilapidated mansion. 

The site was ultimately con­
sidered suitable for the Commis­
sioners' needs uncI after protrn.cted 
planning meetings with the County 
and Local AuthOl'ities, tho various 
objections put forward were over-

come nnd completion of purchase 1 

was obtained in December H)59. 
A good deal of thought has beeP 

given to the siting of this ne\~ 
security prison for 300 men, jj,ll( 
due regard has been made to the 
contolll's and the natural featureS 
of the landscape, The count~ 
Planning Authorities were 11l0~ 
anxious to keep the prison buildings. 
screened as effectively as possible 
from the public highway and t~~ 
village of D1undeston ; the latter \ 
r(>put~d to h:we associations wit,~ 
Dickens, and the author made I J 
t.he birthplace of David Coppel'fiel,(t 
though, in f,tct, he called I 

" Blumlerstone ", This was nllLur' 
ally one of the reasons why thO 

'c parishoners of Dlundeston wei 
ILpprehensive about a prison bei~g 
adjacent to their village and Its 
possible effect on the tourist tl'ad~' 
Only time will tell whether their 
felLI'S are jllstified, but it is to be 
hoped tllltt the ILdvent of a weIl-h1iJ 

out architecturally designed prisoP ' 
with its staff housing built in the 
form of a modern villnge unit, 
preserving many of the existillil 
fine trees, will prove an asset to 
the village of Dlllndeston. 

The prison buildings and exer' 
cise yards, enclosed by a securitr 
perimetel', will cover nn arell of 
about Ht acres, and adjoining 011 

the West side is a further enclosed 
compound at'ea of about 5 acreS 
planned for the inmates' recreatioJl 
and market gardening activities. 
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A . 
pI new tree belt is proposed to be 
wanted around the North and 

f est sides of this compound to 
orm a a screen for the staff housing 
t~ea. which has been planned in 
an~ N~r~h-West corner of the site 
Pub' giVIng direct access to the 
the he ,road leading eastwards to 
L . Village and southwards to 

oWestoft 

st (\5 hou~es will be provided for 
W~~ : those for basic grade omcers 
h d Include six quarters of four­
la~ room type for officers with 

ler families, 
fOr ~10dern, well-designed hostel 
an eight bachelors. together with 
in Officers' Mess, will also be 
~l'POl'ated in the layout, 

the he prison itself will be sited in 
est North-East corner of the 
rei at,e. conveniently situated in 
eo~~lon to the existing agricultural 
\"h' ~es. barn and walled garden, 
Illn I~ will form the nucleus of a 
th a I farm unit necessary to work 
Ile: ~emaining land outside the 

lll'lty area, 

fro'rhe large natuml In.ke running 
Ilid 111 East to West on the southern 
OU~t of the site drains out to the 
that on Broads, and it is visualised 
inln It good .deal of work for 
the I~tes can be found in cleaning 
oPe ,a.ke of weeds and silt. and 
eha nlUg up the inlet and outfall 
iln nnels; this will not only 
Eltab.o,ve the landscape. but will 
Wat lhse the flow and levels of the 

er. 

tb lliundeston Prison will not llave 
f!e~ t~aditionn.l, high surrounding 
e;'(t Urlty wall, which is not only 
eonr~melY costly to build. but is 
dur~ldered unnecessary for security 

lng the day-time when prisoners 

are under adequate supervision. At 
night-time the security of the 
prison will be contained within the 
main prison block where the 
standards of physical security are 
designed to be much higher than 
in our existing prisons. 

Consequently, in place of the 
security wall it has been decided 
to surround the 81 acres of prison 
building area with a 12 ft. high 
security fence, constructed of rein­
forced concrete posts at 8 ft. centres 
with a .. hockey-stick" overhang at 
the top. The 8 ft. bays will be 
covered with strong expanded steel 
mesh galvanised panels, securely 
fixed to the posts at the sides,irn.nd 
to a continuous concrete kerb at 
ground level. The" hockey-stick .. 
overhang will be covered with stout 
chain link meshing, with an added 
inner security measure of Dannert 
barbed wire coils. 

Running around the outside of 
this security fence will be left a 
15 ft. wide walkway, round which 
an 8 ft. high opaque fence will bo 
built to provide privacy for the 
inmates working or exercising in 
the yards or compound. 

So much for the general layout 
of the site. I will now turn to the 
design and planning of the prison 
itself. 

The security core of the prison 
has been designed from the point 
of view of providing good prison 
administration embo(lying efficient 
inmate control. To meet these 
conditions, all accommodation 
regularly used by prisoners outside 
working hours, such as classrooms, 
chapels, association. gymnasiulll, 
dining rooms etc.. have been 
planned as a contiguous unit to the 
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four cell blocks, thus forming a 
secure group of buildings where all 
evening activities can be carried 
out under conditions of full 
security and supervision by the 
minimum number of staff. 

This group of buildings is based 
on an .. II" plan, as is clearly 
shown on the photogJ;aph of the 
model herein. The ground floor, 
which is entered from the exercise 
yards at the ends of the four legs of 
the II II ", provides separate bath­
ing facilities for each cell block 
unit of 76 men, together with 
association and quiet rooms for 
each unit. The linking corridors on 
the ground floor lead to the- large 
combined assembly hall and 
gymnasium-common to all cell 
blocks-and the spine of the II II .. 
block consists entirely of class­
rooms, hobbies rooms and the 
central library. 

A single-storey annexe attached 
to the South side of the central 
security block provides the punish­
ment cell accommodation, also the 
oil-fired boiler plant for the whole 

. institution. 
On the first floor, over the central 

classroom block and approached 
by a staircase at each end, 
is the main kitchen, with four 
separate dining rooms conveniently 
situated to serve the four cell 
blocks. The same staircases con­
tinuing up to the second floor 
provide access to the Church of 
England and Roman Catholic 
chapels. 

In each of the four security cell 
blocks, sited at the four corners of 
the" II .. unit, the sleeping accom­
modation on the first and upper 

floors is reached from the ground 
floor by a separate staircase. 

The unique feature of thes: 
three-storey cell units is that ~bt, 
long, nave-like wings of our ellS

I ing Victorian prisons, generlt11 

four or five storeys high, have be~:, 
discarded in favour of small. sO'il 

contained floors, .. T" shaped 1 tl 

plan, of which each arm hitS 11 
maximum of ten cells 011; 
arranged five each side of a centrlld 
corridor which is closed at the ell 
by a steel sMurity gate. "1 

The two top floors of each ce!, .. ~ 
block have in one arm of the s 
a dormitory for eight men, pl~d 
one cell, instead of a unit compos,e s 
entirely of cells. These dormit~rl~t 
are each provided with nl!~ 
sanitation. f 

At the junction of the armst~e 
the II T" on each floor are Id 
ablution rooms with a hot and ~o . 
water service and sanitary aoco!ll' 
modation adjoining. ' 

The benefits from suoh ,(l.~ 
arrangement are that by brea~l~o 
the number of cells down III s 
small units within their own winS

t
: 

a more efficient control and supea. vision of the inmates is providUa.: 
also, central heating and ,-ent be 
tion of these short wings can '11 
mor~ effectively. and sati~faotor~ll 
prOVided than' 10 the high O~tb 
wings of our existing prisons, Wi d 
their drfl,ughts, noises, smells ~~e 
poor natural lighting. In fact, ~ " 
new cell block has a .. domestlO e 
feeling, perhaps more like tbll 
atmosphere of It modern, smlt)1 
hospital wing, but with til, 
security provided in an incoJi ' 
spicuous manner. 
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-to A~ added new feature designed 
theglVe even closer supervision is 
clo proposal to experiment with 
giv~ed clrcuit television, which will 
'tak' screen vision of all movement 
ot t~g place within the corridors 

T e cell blocks. 
voryhe cells themselves hn,ve been 
on Care!ully re-desianed, based 
spec~X~?rtments carried out in 
1101' )111 mock-up" cells set up near 
eXis:~ferry House. The cells of our 
for t~ng old prisons were designed 
sleep ~ occupant to work, eat and 
!llun 10, and it was decided at 
of th deston that, provided the size 
ing e cell was adequate for sleep­
"'rit~nd equipped for reading and 
hou ng during the relatively few 
ligh~S between "locking up and 
trad's .out ", a cell smaller than the 

!::lonal type would be sufficient. 
oxpe/r much consideration and 
heen llll~nt, the final cell size has 
8 ft sd?slSned to the dimensions of 
illh~' In. X 7 ft. H in. X 7 ft. Gin. 
tUre 16ht. Special built-in cell furni­
bet,,- las been designed to fit snugly 
clear een the walls, thus giving n 
in th and unrestricted floor spnce 
there e .centre of the cell; in fact, 
floOl' lS no .. dead" or unusable 
by \vs~fce, and all that unoccupied 
lllo\' a furniture is available for 
thollenlent. The result is that even 
hith gl~ We hlwc, a smaller cell than 
is aile: 0, ~he occupant's impression 

! of lOcrensed spaciousness. 
bUil~' a ~ood percentage of the 
to cl~rs In n prison is given over 
llo", e ular accommodation, the 
cOnsi cell design has resulted in a 
COst derable saving in ovet;all 
loss ~fTo~ only without material 
\\till, lVlOg space, but in fact, as 
deta.ife s~en. from the, following 
Cell s, wlth lmprovements in the 

T l1111enities. 
habU ~fke the cell even more of a 

It e room rather than a place 

of incarceration, not only will 
pastel shades of hard gloss paint 
be spattered on the walls, but the 
old small cell windows have been 
replaced with larger ones of 
more domestic appearance, and 
incorporating pivot-hung opening 
sections. Guard bars to the 
windows have also been eliminated, 
as the latter have now been 
designed' with manganese steel 
strip insets welded to the mild 
steel frames and sash members, 
and are therefore virtually impos­
sible to cut through without special 
tools and considerable labour. 

A recessed steel-plated wall unit 
is mounted over the head of the 
cell bed and com bines, on the 
corridor side, the .. observation 
eye", cell bell indicator and the 
cell electric light switch, plus a 
holder for the inmate's record card. 

It is worth mentioning that the 
new cell can accommodate one 
person only and cannot be used for 
three inmates, thus the present 
'unfortunate but necessary measure 
the Commissioners are forced to 
resort to in some of onr existing 
prisons will no longer be possible 
in this new establishment. 

Cell doors will be flush metal­
faced, and made as light as possible 
for handling by means of a hollow 
core constructed with special 
timber blocking pieces. Over each 
cell door n ventilator grille is 
provided, designed to provide 
ndequate air changes and ventilaJ­
tion. Cell heating is by low pressure 
hot water pipes fed from tho 
central oil-fired boiler plant. 

The workshop accommodation 
has been planned outside the closed 
security section of the prison, Lut 
as prisoners will only be passing to 
and from the shops at times when 
the prison is fully staffed, it WitS 
considered that supervision would 
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be adequate and did nO,t merit the 
additional expense of linking up 
with the main buildings. 

The workshop wing consists of 
five main shops, one of which may 
be divided and used for painters 
vocational trade training, and the 
balance of shops will be for pro­
duction work such as tailoring and 
wood working. 

There will also be a laundry. a 
Works' engineers' store and ,vork­
shop, and a large central stores 
building for the Steward. 

Sufficient space will be left for 
further development of workshop 
accommodation within the area, 
should this ever be required. 

A separate, single-storey 10 bed 
hospital of modern design is also 
being provided inside the prison 
security' area, and is sited near the 
main administration wing for the 
establishment. This again is desig­
ned to a .. T " plan, and the stem of 
the .. T" provides accommodation 
for the Medical Officer, typist and 
records, and for general daily" out­
patients" services such as dental 
treatment, eye-testing, daily sick 
parades, minor dressings and dis­
pensary. The other wing includes 
eight single cells, and an eight-bed 
general ward, with baths, lava­
tories, hospital stores and staff 
rooms. There is also a 28 ft. long, 
deep verandah for bed patients who 
can be wheeled out for fresh air 
and sunsbine. 

The final building to be described 
is the main administration and 
entrance block. It is worth noting 
that the forbidding entrance gate 
block, set in the high prison 
security wall of our existing prisons, 
is to be a thing of the past. 
BIundeston has been designed (as 
will future prisons) with a dignified 
two-storey entrance block built 

into the surrounding securit{ 
boundary of the prison, and fran : 
ing the main entrance drivewaY: 

The gateway for vehicles pasSIJl~ 
in and out of the establisb~enl\ 
will be discreetly situated In

th splayed side wing at the end of this 
entrance block. Adjoining 'Jl 
gateway but set in the Dl~:J1 
facade of the entrance block ~lio 
be the main entrance for the pU thai 
visiting the prison, and for' 
visits of prisoners' relatives aVi 
friends. Tbey will conseque~!ll 
not have to enter the I\C u 
security of the prison. " b 

The public entrance is tbroug 
an outer lobby where enquiries c~d 
be made of the Gate Officer, VI ot 
will also control the side gl\t~ '~ot 
vehicles. From here the VIIl} c~ 
passes to a well-designed entrll~l\l 
hall off which, on the one side, ,I\j 
large waiting room for those Vl~\e! 
ing prisoners, and on the othel' Sl~ej 
is a smaller waiting room for thO 01'1 
wishing to see the Governor ! 
other officials. 'g~ 

Adjoining the waiting rOODl;t l 

accommodation for open visits, d; 
the end of which are the cl0f~r,l 
visiting boxes and two rooms,. ,i 
solicitors' consultations. ' a: 

The remainder of the gl'Olll~J': 
floor, to which no access is M1~itl 
able except from inside the Dl(l, 9' 
prison, provides the priSOJle~d 
reception accommodation !lto 
p~otographic studio, pll!'nnedfl' ~! 
gIve an easy ~nd logwal }le: 
through the varIOUS stages of t'l 
reception procedure.,,:] 

An inner ground floor hall COJl~j 
tains the main staircase leadingt~e I 
to the first floor, where 'oJ 
Governor's office and other adlll1 01 
istrative offices are situated. A~.l 
on this floor is the Visiting Co dJ 
mit~ee room, sta!! rest room I\~ j) 
semor staff meetmg room. , . 
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It wiII be of interest to know 
that the Prison Commistlioners are 
carrying out experiments in con­
junction with the Ministry of 
Works and a firm of radar 
engineers on the possible use of a 
detector system, either around the 
security fence or at all external 
exits from the prison buildings; 
this would give warning in a 
central control room of the app­
roach of anyone either seeking to 
enter the prison from outside, or 
trying to escape from inside. 

In conclusion, it can be said that 
when Blundeston Prison has been 
completed, it will be the first 
English prison to be built in the 
20th Century which embodies all 
the Commissioners' and Ministry 
of Works' most up-to-date thinking 
on the design and construction of 

penal buildings, where better pJ~f; 
ning and design, new seeu!'1 d 
measures, modern heating ~llj8 
sanitation all play their part. 'fb f 
is intended to be the prototype ~o· 
all new security establishments 
be built in the foreseeable future; 
but if phasing of the prograIll~ll 
permits, further improvements ~~. 
be made in later new establ1S 

ments if, in the light of experiell~: 
at BIundeston, any chinks in t . 
armour become apparent. 

Certainly in BIundeston tb~ 
Commissioners will have provid~e 
an estabIishm~nt worthy of \0 
maximum efforts of all staff ~ he 
will work there, and where t 8 
concept of Rule G of Prison Rule a 
1949, can be fully implemented Ilill 
maintained. ' 
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A proper meal­
at the proper time 

lIcproduced by kind llermissi(m of the Editor of The Guardian and lIfiss }'Iannin. 

ETHEL MANNIN 

'l'n~ 
Writt PRISONER on remand had 
kind e.n m.e that, in reply to my 
bl'in lnqulry as to what I might 
the g hIm when I visited him, 
ciga/ollowing were permitted: 
nut ettes, periodicals, books, food. 
to bas to the food, he wrote, it had 
Say e It complete meal; that is to 
not' s~ndwiches, for example, would 
chick e permitted, but a roast 
Itdd en would-not, he hastened to 
brh~ that he was suggesting I should 
gaol that; cigarettes and some 
long Jeading were what he really 
tnan e for, and if I could possibly 
a Do age It pair of socks . . . and 

und of sugar. 

w!y ~ent shopping, for him on the 
cig1t ° the prison A.nd got him 100 
Iltst h~ttes, which I reckoned should 
thl'e ltf up to the time of his trial, 
"or e . Ont'ads in a uniform edition, 
a D~ nlce, a couple of pn,irs of socks, 
chickund of sugar, and half a roast 

en. 

pa~fter being sent to the wrong 
b1tck of t}~e prison and then marched 
to tl ~gltm by an officer who seemed 
th(lnllnk it was all my fault I was 
right taken by another officerto the 
ll1in t Part. Here I waited for 20 
apl'l U es because there were 
the l\rently two remand prisoners of 
afte ~he name and they'd gone first 
if 1 r e wrong one. I was asked 
no . was the prisoner's wife. I said 

, Just a frienel. AftN' all he did 

burgle my house seven years ago 
and we'd been in touch all through 
his preventive detention, and if that 
doesn't add up to friendship what 
does? 

The prisoner, the right one, was 
finally produced, looking as spruce 
as he'd always been, even" inside," 
but this time slightly abashed at 
being in trouble again. It was a 
couple of housebreaking jobs again, 
it seemed, just like last time. He 
seemed depressed, both at his fall 
from grace after only a few months 
of freeJom, Itnd at the prospect of 
probably another long stretch. To 

,cheer him a little I told him I'd 
brought him all the things he'd 
asked for, including the socks and 
sugar and half a roast chicken. lIe 
said it was good of me and I was 
inclined to agree. I was not 
allowed to give him the things in 
person but told to leave them at the 
office on my way out. 

At the of'ilce by the enormous 
iron gates they sent me back across 
the yard and along a corridor to the 
food l·oom. The of'ilcer in charge 
commanded me, brusquely, to "turn 
'em out," and I handed him the 
three Conrads to start off with. 

.. He can't have those," he 
declared. 

.. He's on remand," I exphtined. 
II lIe's allowed books." 
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" Only paper-backs," he said, and 
picked up the sugar. 

"What's this? Sugar 1" 
.. He asked me to bring it." 
"He can buy it for himself. 

Socks? Is he wearing his own 
clothes 1" 

"He's on remand," I repeated. 
He looked dou btfully at the socks, 

dangling them, then pitched them 
into the basket along with the 
cigarettes and the two double­
decker Sundays. 

"That the lot? " 
" There's half a roast chicken," I 

said, indicating it. 
"He can't have that. It's not on 

11 plate. It has to be n proper meal 
-on n plnte." 

I snid, "I'm sorry, but I don't 
understand." 

He looked at me, pityingly. 
.. Yer know what a proper meal 

is, don't yer? A bit of cold meat 
isn't a proper menl, is it 1 It 'as to 
'ave things to go with it, don't it 1 .. 

The penny dropped. Meat and 
two veg., of oourse. Anything else, 
fish and ohips, eggs and bacon, cold 
chicken and snJad, was improper. 
See Regulation XYZ, Form 1146(a). 

"Yes, of course," I said. .. I see 
what you mean. If I go out and 
buy It plate and some potato salad 
and tomatoes, would that do 1 " 

He pushed the half-chicken in its 
greaseproof paper back to me 
across the oounter. 

"1'hin(Js to go with it, and on a 
plate," he repeated, in the italicised 
tones of one dealing with an 
imbecile or a foreigner. 

I put the chicken back into my 
bag and went back along the 
corridor and across the yard and 

, tJ1 
waIted at the office for the sOl I 
gate, let into one of the two gl'e~ 
gates, to be unlocked. 

Then out again into the roarif 
street and an icy wind and a sea~tll 
in a strange district for a shop t eO 
would sell me n plate, n delicatesf d . 
at which to buy the potato Sll tI'l 
and a greengrooer's. I found ,81 g 
three eventually, after pasSIP~ i 

innumerable oheap-furniture sbo~r: 
sweet shops, dress shops, htl t 
dressers', every kind of shop ex~fie 
the kind I was looking for. ed 
wind harassed nnd the traffic roM d 
and everything seemed difficult.aPe 
hostile. It all took quite a tl~d 
but in the end all was achieved, a II 
in the road l~ading up to the pri~~e 
I stopped by a waH and got out II 
plate, put the chicken on it: nntbe: 
few of the tomatoes, empiled tbe 
carton of potato salad on to it 
other side of the plate, covered ill 
all with the greaseproof pnper ell 
which the chicken had be te 
wrapped, and then holding the p; rt 
pressed against my side in an e °bC 
to prevent the wind whipping off ~or 
paper, steered a difficult oourse ge 
the main gates of the prison. A h~e(l 
van was just entering and I foUo" 111 
in behind it. I WitS well on the lIed 
to the foou room when I was cn e 
back. I explained that I had co~ 
baok with a proper meal, on a pltl o~ 
as instructed. For a prisonel' 
remand. 

" "acet 
You're too late," the OIl' . 

said, harshly. .. The time 1;; 
bringing meals i!l ha.'pass ten ill t Jl. 
morning. Ha'pass ten to ele"; II 
The food room is closed noW. ~o, 
must come at the proper time." 

He whipped a leaflet off a tp,b
lC 

just inside the office. 

.. This'll explain to yer." 
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~ ~O.1146( a) Relatives and Friends, 
pr~ es for the Guidance of. Untried 

ISDners, meals supplied to. 

th~n the same it didn't say any­
knlng about a plate, though if I'd 
of own I could have taken a bottle 
III Siout as well, with the proper 

en Itt the propel' time. 

tl rn giving perlllissioll to reproduce 
l~ above, Miss Mannin writes: 

th All the dialogue is the truth, 
th e ~vhole truth, and nothing but 
ar:' ruth, but the ending of the 
fltc~cle is fantasy for I didn't in 
the g? out and bny the plate and 
SUg thlDgs-to-go-with, though I had 
or t~ested to the officer in charge 
thi e Food Room that I should do 
llass : to which he replied that ar­
hanS ~en Was the Proper Time for 
thi dIng in a Proper Meal. It is one 
tan~g, I feel to indulge in a little 
Ilto nay to round off a newspaper 
Ilto?' ?ut another thing when the 
llt'o y IS reproduced in a JournaJ 
con bably read' by the very officers 
and cerned-both those at the office 
lJ'0 I the officer in charge of the 
dit, ~oom would know that I 
Sigh t In fact come back, but just 
to t e~ and said it would be easier 
it rna e the chicken home and eat 

Yaelf-which I did ... " 
co~ At the time" (she u.dds) .. I 
Itnd1d have cried with frustration 
tho eXasperation, but afterwards I 
eSll U~ht it really rather funny, 
knoeClally the demand • didn't I 
th W What a Proper Meal was' so tn:t 1 ~Ol1nd myself thinking of the 

ny lmproper meals I'd had. • ." 

<.iu lnc.identally, the prisoner in 
ho estl~n had burgled Miss Mannin's 

Ille lD 1953 and received 7 years 

P.D. for his pains. The late Mr. 
Reginald Reynolds (Miss .Mannin's 
husband) kept in touch with the 
man and after his death Miss 
Mannin herself continued to take 
an interest in the burglar. When 
he was discharged she helped to 
get him a job and in April of this 
year, when he was again in trouble, 
she went to the Middlesex Sessions 
and spoke fOl' him. 

Earlier in the story, the burglar, 
when told he had burgled an 
author's home, was very distressed 
and told Mr. Reynolds that had he 
known he would have" refrained" 
being an author himself, having 
published a book before the war. 
One of the things he stole was a 
suit belonging to Mr. Reynolds 
which had been an Irish tweed 
given him by his wife. On hearing 
this the prisoner, then in Parkhurst 
and having received a little money 
from his mother's estate, sent Miss 
Mannin ten pounds to buy another 
length of tweed. When Mr. and 
Mrs. Reynolds visited the man, 
Mr. Reynolds wore the new suit 
and said, "If you ever go wrong 
again I won't w!tnt to wear it ", to 
which the burglar replied" In that 
case you can wear it till it drops off 
you I" When Mr. Reynolds died, 
his wife had the suit remodelled 
into one for herself and she 
received the same assurance from 
the burglar-but "Alas ",-says 
Miss Mannin. 

The story ended in April when 
the burginr was placed on proba­
tion for three years (he had been 
expecting 14 years P.D.) and Miss 
Mannin found herself in the hend­
lines-" Ethel Ml1nnin and the Old 
I.lag," II Novelist, Pleads for Man 
who Robbed lIer," etc. She con­
cludes her letter with some caustic 
comment on the" trash press." 
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M I', Rcg in;)' le-1 Rcyno ill s, n, Qll alwl', 
\HoLl' a w('ek ly sat il'i e",1 poc m in 
Lhc Nt' lll 8111tl'SIlUIJI :I nd :I.mong h is 
othcl' WOl'1(S WflS t1H' 1)' lI tobi og l':1 Vh , 
iel)'l J1{!J LIF' IIllIl C,-iIlLI'8 w hc l'C' in is 
Lhc sLol'Y of l lOW lH' spC' n t n wcck in 
1;; x0L(' [' Pl'i so n d lll' ing Lho WILl', on 
pl'in ci plc, !'ILLhe' I' Lhn ll pay a (in C' 1'01' 

I'iding a hiC'ydo wi Lholl t a li gll L on 
;L bl'i ghL m oon li g hL wi ll to l" !,; IIIOl'\1-
ing, A fC'w wCl' ks ln,tC'l' Lhe GOY<'l'no l' 
was vis iLing :M I' , Rl'y nol ll s in hos­
pi Lal (o Il LHi(-It' ) , Tlli ~ Lin lC M r, 
R oy n oi (l s h fu] hC'o n I'iding fL bi cyc lc 
( w iLh a li f..( hL) anll (,O IIlC IL 1)1'011[1C' I', 
Tlli s sto l'Y is a lso (old by ]vI iss 

Mn nnin in h C' 1' :I l1 lobi og l'itphf 
n ,- il',/ Voi('('s, 

"(I', 
RoLh 1\1 iss l\ in,n n in ;lnd l ' 0 

1) 11 I ' l' cl n ""rno ( S I;L\,C 11111 111 alnC , lIe 
in j,C I'C'sL ill pri flo n 1ll:1.LLo l'S" 11 

co mp i lcd :Ill a,nLh o logy or PI'JIS?,o 
I , \vu JILC I'ILL II1'0 80 m c YC':I. I'S ago 1'(0 
she, \\' ho SL;L I' t<:'d 11 1' 1.' l ilc l'MY The 
on l hc 0 1c1 LhL' ;Ll l'i ('lL l pn.pCl' s 
[,pli('111l in l DI H, is pl'Oh;\.h ly ~t 
\\'c ll kl1 0w n fol' COHLmon sr~o!' 
((lIrI till' .. 1110 /1' 8('1'111 ( l D31 ), n,S oil 
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eh i I (li-cn 's hool(s , She h as lJeeO 'f 
v isi tol' aL A \' IC'slllll 'Y, ITo II o\\,fI>t' 
8l.'i xLo n , \ Van'ds\\'o l' t h, P:ll'khIII'S' 
I<;xctc l' , 

----------------------------------------------------~ 

~ .. 

, ~t 

" It was just a small branch bank. My wife 
and J hC/ ve simple tastes." 

DI':I.win g hy O 'B l'i ll,n. 
'OJi!/ l' iUII I 7 f)/j5 '/ '111' 'v"II) }'O /' J.:I· '- .1ra./l l z i)u" 1,11'. 
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" l17e' l'e ttl/co vered a whole mass of new evidence, IJ7i lkins. 

Unfortllnately, it proves conclusively that y ou're guilty." 

Dl'ilwing by WhiLn oy D :L I' l'OW . JI'. 
('() / I!JI'/fllil l.'};j:J 'i'III' N(,11' )"()/'kl'l' Jfll (jIl Z illl', / 111', 
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THE PROBLEM OF 

DELINQUENCY: 
Edited by Sheldon Glueck. 
( Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. ) 
London: Oxford University Press. 

1959. pp.1183 60s. Od net. 

.. TIIIS LARGE BOOK", as Professor 
Glueck rightly calls it, has for its 
subject matter .. the causes of 
delinquency, its treatment and 
prevention . .. ( and) ... the 
legal problems inherent in society's 
efforts to cope with its maladjusted 
youngsters" . 

It consists mainly of articles 
which have appeared previously in 
a wide variety of American and 
other periodicals and of extracts 
from the books of Sheldon and 
Eleanor Glueck; together with five 
chapters under the heading • Basic 
Legal Issues' in which are set out 
some fifty judicial decisions intenrl­
cd" to give a fair and varied sample 
of the practical legal problems that 
have arisen in the administration 
of juvenile court statutes ". 

Professsor Glueck's avowed aim 
in preparing this compilation was 
to provide a .. teaching instrument" 
for use in law schools and other 
university departments. He there­
fore selected materials which he 
claims .. lend themselves most 
readily to the art of pedagogy" 
whilst at the same time being 
.. sound in content". He was also 
concerned that the text should 
include all relevant points of view" 
and be II eclectic and far-ranging ". 

Inevitably the attempt to satisfy 
these multiple criteria of selection 
fails and indeed the Editor antici-

pates .. questions as to why SO!ll~ 
particular article was included ~t 
excluded". It is certainly difficll b 
to understand in what sense SU~ 
diverse items as, for exaJll1~~ 
Lombroso's introduction to !t} 
daughter's summary of his vieWS 1 t 
her" Criminal Man", the extrtlC, 

from .. The Report of the Citiz~n8. 
Committee on Juvenile Del1n4

d uency, Cincinnati, Ohio" an f 
Slavson on "The Treatment 0p 
Aggression through Grou e 
Therapy" can all be said to b t 
.. sound in content ". Profess~s 
Glueck'R eclecticism, whilst it ~. 
infinitely preferable to the sect~d 
ianism too common in this fie ' 
appears to have led him astrllY; 
Perhaps it would be going too fila 
to say that he should have includeel 
nothing which fell below the ~e" s, 
of the Glueck's own contributJO~ b 
but there is III great deal here whl~{ 
is totally undistinguished and t 
little more. than parochi~l inter~~~ I 
A mor(l VIgorous exerCIse of "e' 
editorial function would both htl o~ I 
improved the quality of the bO

ble I 
and reduced it to more managelltbe i 
proportions. Alternatively be. 
editorial notes which preface .;tle I 
chapters might have gone a h the I 
further towards indicating . 119 
relative value of the varlO ot I 
contributions. No doubt Pro!es~j~ , 
Glueck repairs this omission lnu 0$ 
seminars at the Harvard Il eO 
School where this material is US

nd 
.. to provide intellectual meat: I', 
drink for advanced law studen tile 
Bereft of such assistance, ffet 
common reader is liable to sU 
from mental dyspepsia. 
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th It is only fair to say that despite 
1,1 ese faults it is very convenient 
n ll~t so mu?h important material 
nO otherwIse easily accessible is 
\" o~\' lllade avlti1rtbl~ in this one 
r~f~l~le., It will be invaluable as a 
.. t len~,e book evpn though as a 
bl <'Iteiung instrument" it is 
Ul Unted by th(l inclusion of too 

ueh lUediocrity. 

GORDON HA WRINS. 

C, F 
Or this relief much thanks" 

(l, criti l 
ret notice of 

~ROUP COUNSELLING: 
:~:aWce to its use in Correc;tional 

N elfare Agencies. 
orman F 

IllsI' enton, Ph. D. 
J)~We for the Study of Crime and 
196tQuency, Sacramento, Calilornia. 

• PP. 109. 

First ('ant It 11(,1'£';onal note as a 
).l 1'01 on what follows:-
.l~Ol'l)) F tion au i enton's latest pl'odnc-

conr aroused in me a welter of 
1l11ti US(ld. feelings, Rmugness and 
rat ~ltetlOn mingled with frust­
iol,e . fLggl'ess!on, Having struggled 
"'tl't~earH WIth Fenton's earlier 

109 l' I . . chis 11 ' 1l1vmg (' lipped and 
!lhn Pe 

~d. at his earlier lIlaterial to 
Ine D b It Into III form which satisfied 
oth' ut appeared to attract few 
I'eg~~ 1l:01)le, I am tempted to 
thltt d. 1111'1 latest efforts as evidence 
b amre 1!J57 or so we have hath 
inl.'el1 doing much the same thing 

n) U ' t'eas I\~ the Rame way. It is 
dian ~UI'J.ng. 1.0 believe this but 
Ilral POlUtmg to have him get in 
Am ' . No doubt certaiu of my 
~Oll~tcn.n colleagues will try to 
tltn.t,ort me by saying: "'Veil, 
CI'\Jrn~les~,he WilY tbe cookie 

~he ne~v handbook gives an 

account of how group connselling 
has progressed since 1954 in 
California'n correctional instit,u­
tions. It is directed primarily 
Low'/tl'ds people who are developing 
similar pl'Ogrammes in such 
related fields as lll'obation, parole 
and social welf!tl'e agencies. It is 
of direct relevance to counselling 
work in our own institutions !tnd 
deserves as wide a circulation as 
possible among all staff concerned 
in any way with this work. 

Just how do the sections on 
prison counselling work out in 
relation to the earlier Introdllct­
tion to the Thf'OJ'lj of {froltp 
Counselling ( 1957)? A geneml 
impression will perhaps entitle us 
to force the pace a bit In,tel', 

Tlw present handbook strikes 
one as the product of fL more 
assured, more restrained and more 
sophisticat£'d Fenton. Though it 
is much more concise than the 
"Introduction" it retains most of 
the essential material from Part I 
-whole passnges are identical­
and reinforces this with sections 
which are either new in content 
or different ill emphasis. The 
shorter pl'esentation Jut" brought 
with it a tightness and economy of 
exposition whic·h was llwldng in 
the more diffuse, untidy discus­
sions of the earlier volume. A 
certain repetitiveness remains but 
this is not too obtru~lve. 'Vith 
mnch mOl'e material to draw on 
fl'om the ELccumnll1ted experience 
of Cahfornian prison counselling, 
Fenton a.chieves greater definite­
ness and clarity. lIe is less 
obsc111'e, less equivocal, more 
authoritative. lIe is still very much 
the idealist, the optimist, the 
salesman exploring new districts 
but, with a succes~ful promotion 
behind it, the selling has a. surer 
'touch. 
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Brevity has brought with it 
other gains. Many of the import­
ant points made in the earlier 
Introduction (especially in the 
form of qualifications, limits, 
distinctions, cautions, provisos) 
tended to get lost or obscured. 
One's impression is that such 
points, by being preserved when 
much of the rest was cut, have got 
ba,ck into perspective and that the 
enthusiasm and the caution have 
somehow in the process been put 
into their proper proportions. 

Certain . positive features of the 
new handbook deserve special 
mention for they Cfl.rry definite 
implications for our own practice. 

The handling of the concept of 
treatment is much more sophis­
ticated and satisfying. The notion 
of "n. treatment continuum" will 
be endorsed by anyone who has 
tried to preserve intact tbe rigOUl' 
of "pure treatment" and yet admit 
tberapeutic components in varying 
amounts in a wide range of penal 
training activities. This approach 
enables one to preserve useful 
treatment distinctions without 
hair-splitting and few will quarrel 
with Fenton's location of group 
counselling on a fairly broad 
spread "from above the most 
superficial level to somewhere 
short of the point where highly 
technical, clinically-oriented group 
psychotherapy would begin". 

Perhaps the most striking 
and significant feature of this 
condensed version of counselling 
procedures is the fact that, apart 
from one brief section which 
discusses the specific question of 
access to material in case files, the 
word "confidentiality" is not 
mentioned at all. This was 
essentially the position in Part I 

of the Introduction but Fento~ 
now appears to tackle probleJll r 
formerly approached in terlllS °d 
confidentiality and privil~~e J1 
communication more in rela IOO! 
to the group atmosphere II)' 
"mutual acceptance", "mutna 
trustful understanding betwe:.? 
the group leader and the clie ll b 
"their liking and respect for ellC

o! other", and so on. (The change ill 
emphasis here and in seV'e~J1 
places mentioned below may be lli' 
illusion on the part of yo to 
reviewer, arising from his need he 
see Fenton going in the waY i~ 
would like him to go. ) ED1pbtl~i' 
on such conditions as "pl'ereIJ oC 
site to the effective condnc~ CO 

group counselling" is all of a P~~ll~ 
with Fenton's view of counselt!OJl 
as a stage in the transforlUll \iO 
of prisons into therapeU 

communities. 
The ring of authority is lllO~~ 

evident in Fenton's handJin~ 's' 
training and supervision, adlUlWiS 
tration and organisation. o! 
version of "a minimal pattern fS 
desimble training" for counseIl,o e 
is, to put it mildly, impreS~lV'bt ! 

They should attend at least eIg 11 
successive weekly ·sessions o~ I. 
demonstration group, each '~II 
lowed immediately b~' discusB~he 
between tho leader and be 
trainees and supplemented by tt ](t 
reading of an elementary eer 
prepared for their use. T~e\1' 
should participate in a rl1 
sessions being conducted reguin ill 
by a colleagne experienced 'll~ 
group connselling, this too t;;e1 
followed by discussion. heir 
should be supervised in t j\1I 
initial counselling sessions b~ ell 
experienc~d case worker and IPV'lld 
further regular training 1\ uP 
support, preferably on a grO oil 
basis and preferably drawing 
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SUch add't' 
Illight b I lO~aJ specialists as 
othe e ,aVaIlable. A number of 
Sllgg; ~~slrable additions are also 
threo s h' (All of which gets 
l'e"iew earty cheers from this 
honest er.) Fenton however is ltn 
sOnle . lllan Qud others may derive 
that a~lmf?rt from his admissions 
l'OSOlll' thiS dt'pends on adequate 
!thsen ces of personnel, that the 
l'el\SO~e of these is not a very good 
sUPerv' f?r not starting at all, that 
" ISlOn i C l'f . 1ll11ke' n a 1 orma was 
illlpro -S~lft at first" and could he 

It Ve even now. 
Shl'e\V~reat deal of wisdom and 
varioll nesl'! lies behind Fenton's 
tion d~ references to the introduc-

, It' t' COllnseu,ec IOn and evaluation of 
OUt th ~nff progmmmes. He points 
~(hniQi:t t,he absenc~ of genuine 
lnsupe ratlVe support may be an 
~lnsolv~jb]e obstacle". He admits 
1ncroa problems of how to 
ll)anagse Participation by middle, 
~yhich eTent, especially in a period 
Cllsto l' Ie tactfully refers to as 

I tian " (Ial management in tmnsi. 
~:olln~ell,IJe advises that the 
lntl'od, lDg programme should be 

I Itnd "I,CE'd slowly anil carefully 
Plttion~l~en Sl~~icient ti,me under 
Illl\ki 'lila crItICal auspICes before 
tiOho ng any comprehensive evahm-

..... ltst't Ar 0 1 S usefulnesil." 
t\ ten' all th" '" , llPear, ,IS, crlLlclilm may 
hut a f churbsh and ungrateful 

A eW loose ends remain. 
<\,s \Yo } 

,~onlplete lay,e !lOted, the almost 
cOnti 1 - ~m~sslOn of reference to 

COnt!' (elltlahty" is in marked 
Ilt Its t to ]' " t' r<!ssi ear Jer InJunc IOns 
R<!t th~g how cOllnRe11ors should 
IIO\\'e IS acrO"R to their groups. 
(~OnCIll\'dr one is not entitled to 
theoret,e from this that Fenton's 
VOrl' mlcal position has changed 
lll'esent llch. At no point in the 

handbook is this addce 

withdrawn or the earlier emphasis 
directly amended. Indeed readers 
are referred in general terms to 
Parts II and III of the earlier 
work. And so the way remttins 
open for continuing confusion of 
the kind that has arisen when 
others have tried to tt'fLnslate this 
notion into practice. 

"Confidentiality" has, at leilst 
in "this country, a doctrinal half­
brother in the dogma of "no 
official action". Fenton comes 
closest to tackling the various 
issues which arise here in a brief 
discussion of whether counselling 
material of custodial significance 
should be reported to authority. 
His examination of this problem is 
focussed firstly on an illtu;tmtion 
used in the earlier Introduction 
of how the edge can be taken off 
such tricky situations by persua­
sively involving everyone, from 
the inmate concerned up to the 
administration, in a treatment­
type solution. Reference is then 
maue to the privilegeu counselling 
situation in connection with n. 
relatively minor lapse in propriety. 
Fenton's handling of this section 
still seems to suffer from the kinu 
of uneasiness und evasiveness 
which characterised lUllch of his 
earlier writing on this topir. On 
the other hand, ambiguity can be 
a virtue in some places and this 
may well be one of them, 

In the ideal therapeutic com­
munity the doctrine of "no official 
action" would make no sense at 
all. It comes under considerable 
strllin as soon as Itttempts are 
made to involve ordinary lay 
counselling staff in "democratic" 
fashion. in the decision-making 
processes of the institution, in 
relation, for example, to inmate 
tminillg, control, discharge etc. 
The present handbook leaves one 
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with the impression that Fenton 
has not quite got round yet to this 
sort of thing. No doubt he will. 

In this country, also, confiden­
tiality, permissiveness and non­
direcLiveness seem to have 
acquired the status of an unholy 
trinity, all complete. This was 
novel' the position adopted by 
Fenton. though he sometimes left 
himself open to such misinter­
pretations. The pI'esent handbook. 
as has already been suggested. is 
much less vulnerable in this 
respect.. Tho limits of permis­
siveneRs, both in terms of 
discllssion and behaviour. seem to 
stand out more clearly. 

The emphasis on non-directive 
techniques seems also to be toned 
down in two main ways; the first. 
a greater recognition of the 
possible value of more directive 
methods at least for certa.in types 
of counsellor personalities; the 
second. an assertion of the 
importance of appropriate feelings 
in the counsellor as opposed to 
mer£l technique. FenLon cites Carl 
Rogers in support of the view that 
procedures and techniques are 
secondary to warm and accepting 
attitudes. Rogers, however. has 
recently gone further than this 
and has said "\Vhatever is real in 
me is more important. than 
playing n. role of acceptance or 
empathy. I feel that to listen to 
oneself accumtely and to be 'that 
which one truly is' in the relation­
ship with the client. is one of the 
most difficult and demanding tasks 
I know." Perhaps it is not fair 
comment to drag this in; what is 
sauce for the therapist is not 
necessarily sauce for the coun­
sellor. Yet this kind of realism 
from Rogers will perhaps take 

counsellors further in the long fttl; 
than Fenton's idealism IlbOl1

s 
human nature. Far-reaching iSfl~I~8 
lurk beneath the surface of t 
words here. Perhaps the best tIt r 
any of us can do is to mus, ell' 
whatever reserves of warm fec\l'~b 
we may possess, learn to live Wi d 
or control our othel' feelinqs ltot• 

settle for that as It baSIS 
helping others. 

One final comment must ~ 
made: The expansion of C;oll is. 
selling - activities in CalifornJl1 s 
clearly proceeding on n. vigoroU k 
henJthy basis and one would lO~s 
forward to these developJllC ll Jl 
being accompanied by an c,,\ 
further maturing of Fen toll 

(l 

thinking on these matters .. f~g' 
could only sec this as prOVI rot' 
further stimulus and support 
us in onr own efforts. 

DELIVERANCE TO THE 
CAPTIVES 

Karl Barth 
( Translated by Marguerite Wieser) 6d.) 
(S.C.M. Press Ltd. 1961. pp.160. 12S. 

f the 
ANYONE with knowledge 0 011 
countless volumes languishinG )" 
the shelves of- second-hand ~)~~ca 
shops realises thnt publis .ita 
sermons are no longer the favolll 'l\' 
reading they were in earlier genc;l.Jo 
tions. The great sermons nnd Ill.e 
decisive utterances of the past be 
classics which will continue tOtitY rC'ad and studied but a vast qlll1n .jlll 
of mediocre and inferior 1nl1tc;tel' 
died from exposure soon II> thO 
appearing in print. Todn,y fiJI 
modern publisher has to be CIll'~Jlg 
before issuing any book of sern~!liJl 
unless he is prepared to SUS ,I'e 
financial loss. As a consequenCe 
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Wh,srared the mass of dreary stuff 
Itnd

e 
1, confronted our forefathers 

n ' If sermons appear in print 
b~\\'ltdnys, they are usually marked 
diet'sorne special' excellence of 
L ~O~,cl'eative thought lind power. 

llCl(llty . I 1 't t are ' ,I e evance an( 10 fires 
f>8R('ntJal qualities. 

11. Delit'f'mnce to the Cal) t i'L'f',q is 
Il~d outstanding example of this 
!let ern trend, IJet no one be 
tl erred from reading it hy the 
ti IO\lght that it is nWl'ely a ('ollec­
tl~~ ~f sermons. Its importance is 
th(l lt contains the distilhttion of 
alld jt:ofound thought, expel'i('nce 
Itbl(' Itl~h, of n. devout Christian, an 
tl MIOlster of the 'Vord and a 
IIleological gia,nt - Karl Barth 

ere is u' . 
gl'en,t '~ lI'ect way of access to a 
8('eklS ])l1nd and the reader who 
find} SU~h an encounter wiII surC'Iy 

astlllg benefits. 
1'01' tl . 

Rltrtl lOse Who know noth1Og of 
tion \ 01' of his lllltssive contl'ihu­
adl)' 0 Christian thought, the 
by nl'abJe preface to the volume 
Itll tJ 1', JOhn MarRh will i.e-II them 
the ley n('('<1 to know to 'place' 

Pr('lt('het', 
A. cr't' is 11 t 1 l<jlle of Barthian theology 

kind
o ('all('~ for in u. review of this 

th('r' ~Ol' lS it necpssltl'Y h('('ltllse 
"'hi ~ 18 nothing in these sermons 
litt'e c l'(ln.l1y lips outside the main 
1I(' ,ltlll of historic Christillnity. 
thol~ \~e find the great truths of 
<'ity ',n.lth proelainwd with simpli­
hll r ' ~elevanee, immense powel' and 
letLr~tng Sincerity. Herp we find the 
lind [c1 professor out of hiR Rtudy 
fillQal ~ctUl'P hall Itnd among men 
" to {~ng o,r the faith that is in hi!» 
<lUl'k ~nVe iIght to them that sit In 
feet ~less . . . and to guide their 

. Into I he way of peace. " 

With a few exceptions these fiet'lll 
onR Were pl'enchell in the 

Chapel of Bltsle Prison ,,,here 
"Barth has exercised a truly 
remarkable hidden ministry, visit­
ing and preaching regularly. " This 
should give the readers of the 
PRISON SERVICE JOUUNAL a special 
interest in them. Leaving the 
University prC'cincts this eminent 
thinker, scholat', lecturer and writer 
appears in the prison as n. humble 
man of God and spiritual leader -
!L sinner with a message of hope, 
comfort, forgiveness and joy to his 
fellow-sinners. lIe proclltims the 
tra.nscendence of God and the 
helplessness of man but, at the same 
time, he points the way to man's 
restoration Itnd holds out a hope 
for all mankind. This is partic­
ularly relevant for men and women 
in pl'iRon. lIe preaches the everhtR­
ting Gospel which, on his lips, 
beCOIllPR It contemporary clutllenge 
nnd invita.tion. It is the ancient 
remedy which remains as potent. 
and up-to-date as ever. lIe can 
stand side hy side with the prisoner 
nnd share hi~ finiteness and feehle­
neHS as he faces the God who is 
oyer all and in all - Sovereign ypt 
"totallY gmce", Who cn.n read 
these Aermons - especiallY" Saved 
by gmce ", "The criminals with 
Him ", "All" nnd .. ITe stands hy 
1\S" - without being profoundly 
moved and challenged '} 

In his aPPl'oltcb to prisonet'S., 
Barth never strikes a wrong note. 
lIe is never "mug or condescending. 
He never wields the big stick. lIe 
places himself with them and urges 
them to join him - hy way of 
penitence, trust and thankRgiv~ng 
- in the tnw worship of God WhICh 
iR bound to haye effects on their 
character and conduct. Such is 
Bltl'th 'scompn.ssionn.nd understand­
ing that I imagine that no prisoner 
has ever been put otT 01' dis­
cou raged from making 11. fresh start 
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in life by any word 01' action of 
this remarkable spiritual guide. 

Deliverance to the Captive.~ is 
n little book of immense value to 
nny thoughtful reader, even if it is 
only regarded as evidence of what 
hits been happening on onp of the 
many battle-frontR ngainst Rin and 
(,rime. 

To the douhter or the person on 
the fringe of belief, it will perhaps 
give a better appreciation of the 
Christian revelation and of the 
spiritual interpretation of man Ilnd 
the universe. 

For the prnctising Chl"istian, it 
will provide countless themes for 
devout meditation: Hnd the prayers 
which are included might well be 
used as 11. bn.sis for It renewed Ol' 

enriched life of pmyel'. 
For Chaplains and nll who are 

call£'d to minister to pri!,;onel's these 
sermons might serve ItS modell:l, 
hoth in content and pre!olentation, 
of what is needed. We nre reminded 
once again thnt "The Gosp£'1 of 
Christ is tho power of God unto 
salvation". The Chaplain who 
substitutes pious exhortntion 
• without form, nml void' or the 
• pep tltlk' flavoured with racy 
anecdote (md moml uplift is 
neglecting III wonderful opportunity 
Rncl fniling in his stewllrdship. 

Renders in this country will be 
grateful to the publisher !tnd the 
translator for making this work 
ava.ilahle to them. It seems churlish 
to add that there 1t1'e one 01' two 
unfortunate misprints. As we read, 
it is difficult to realise that Karl 
Barth is not addressing us in our 
mother-tongue. No higher com­
pliment can be paid to any transla­
tor. 

It has often been remal'ked that 
.. you cannot draw prisoners to 

Christ without, ivso facto, dI'IL~'i~g 
them away from crime". If tIns ~ 
t.ru() - Ilnd there i's little roo1n fOe I 

doubt - the preacher of tbe\ 
sermons can he regarded as IL Ill~:b 
powel'Cul magnet. lie Rets rOl

rO the glory of God nnd sets forwll
l 

.s ' t 

the snlvution of men _ "in t 11 

world and the next." 

HUGlI Sl\lITI!· 

THE STRUGGLE FOR PENAL 
REFORM 
(Library of Criminology No. S) 

Gordon Rose 
Stevens & Sons Ltd. 1961. pp. 328 

£2 105. Od. 

t .. 1 ·tll the l'UBLIHHED 0 comCl( e WI I 
t · Jlll Rally organised by the NIL 10 ( 

Cnmpaign for the Abolition ~. 
Capital Punishment in April, V,: 
Rm!e's hook ontlines penal de\'elol.~ 
ment over the last hnnored yeIl1 '. 
in nil its ltspects, fl'om young ofl'~:J1 
del'S nnd the growth of probl1t1 t 
to corporal and capital punishIlle~ ~ 
This is such a wide cnuyas tbnt i I 

treatment is necessarily diffL~~eJ 
but the subject matter is interest! 8£' 

to penologists particularly bec:~~~11 
so little has previously been wr! ttet 
about developments in the 111 of 
half of this period. The mlLSS sC 
detailed fncts presented by Dr. ~ol" 
suggest that he hitS been pains tl;o 
ing in his research and goes S~~gb 
way towltl'ds justifying the 1 

pric(~ of the bpok! I 

The Stru(Jole for Penal Be!01~~ 
is a misleading title. It would b~be 
been more appropriate to MIl I'd I 

book by its sub-title "The IIo"'jlis 
League and its Predecessors. 'f ~ rf 
is reltlly the history of the volunt~be 
pennI reform societies, and beir 
struggle is seen through t id I 
spectacles. Scant fl,ttention is pf!. 
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to tefo' ' 
C 1 tnmg zeal from WI't~ll'n OIlll' • J • 
to b lUSSlOners are sepn as people 
Al ~ manoeuvred and cajoled. Sir 

eX!1nuer Pt· , nl'Cl,inl a erson IS mentlOned 
in~ 0 y because he supported hang-
hnpl'i~ the ground that lcngthr 
Sit. L.onment Was mol'e inhumanf'. 
Illend lonel Fox mel'cly gets com­
list od for being "very willing to 

en to suggestions from outside." 

of 'rho ugh it is a mthl'l' hiased view 
Pt'~senall'oform, tho historr of tho 
(tho sure groups is a fascinating one 
MOf;~~ lone of limited appeal). 
the l~nportant of these groups were 
in lRG~Wal'd Association founded 
lellS eli ,t?, connter tho policy of 
Pl1nit. glblhty Ilnd the repressive 
deal ;~e llleasllres being takE'n to 
1860' \l~h the crime wave of the 
unres; tan age of parallel socinl 
It(\f~. 0 our own), and the Penal 
in l;~~ f.lea,glle which was formed 
Calnp . mainly by suffragettes to 
PI'iso algT against l'onditions in 
fO I'm ~. hese eombinod in 1921 to 

he present Howard fJf'ague. 

lIa;};:. ~truggle of these Societies 
nOr e} no means been eonsistent 
l>een ven ,always uphill. There have 
iUact. PerIO(!.; of clOmplaccncy Hnd 
they 11n, ,Such as 1900:1!:!. At times 
PUlled Ut~ <', even eddIed back nnll 
re£o 1t<">1tll1st the current of penn,} 
tion r~, as when the IIownrd Associa­
!it'Pl).' 'cnt down fighting for the 
Itglti~ate srstem with Du Cane 
in 1~~~ the Gladstone COlllmittee 
Itt !tn il, J!nt Ulainly they have been 
fil(lCl'e£ tIme as forceful I1S their 
\\'Its W~Y'. The Howard Association 
H(lf llhltln Tnllnck, the Penal 
JOb~t:'I~h TJeague was Arthur St. 
early' e Howard Lpngue, in its 
rJenguY~!trs, Margery Fry. And the 
tion . e s ,present influentiAl posi­
Itllil IS PrImarily due to the wisdom 

perRuMive powers of Hugh 

Klare, Dr. Rose's normally 'prosaic 
style becomes almost lyrical in 
describing H:lI1l'e's realisation of 
the need for better staff trnining 
and for" a fundamental change in 
the relationships between the 
different grades of staff and of the 
methods of prison Itdministmtion ... 

Le8s carcfully analysed is the 
measure of succpss in the campaigns 
for reform due to these Societies. 
The claim is made that the League 
has " played a considerable part in 
bringing these things (the abolition 
of fiogging and many improvements 
in the peUlt] system) about," and 
that" it hfts done much to infillenl'e 
the Prison Commissioners in the 
direction of crenting more construc­
tive relationships between staff and 
prisoners and between YMious 
mnks of stafl' ", These are modest 
claims. Against them we must phwe 
the fnct that the League's evidence 
to the Wynn Parry Committee in 
1957 was consigned to the waste­
papel' basket with tho curt remnr}. 
that the Committee also considerecl 
evidence submitted by the TIowltl'd 
Lf'ngue for Pf'nal Reform -It fnet 
not mentioncd by Dr. RORe. lIe 
n.dmits that the League must keep 
in tOlich with prevailing thought 
and not get too far ahead of public 
opinion. How fnr then can we credit 
it with achieving reform? Clearly 
the reformer often hits to wn.it {or 
his drcams to materialise. Tho 
Anti-Capitn.l Punishment Societl' 
founded in H:l20 was very preDln.­
ture! While, referring to corporal 
punishment, Dr. Rose's remark 
that" Perhn.ps it (Parliament) will 
now allow this don.d dog to lie down 
in pen.ce" still seems unduly opti­
mistic. The reformer must be pre­
pareu to slide bn.ck one step for every 
two he tal,es forward. And he can 
only go forward when the ground is 
suitably prepn.red. 
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The pressure group, like yeast, 

hns fi fermenting effect on the 
whole. SurrE'ptitiously but persist­
ently it presents its case, not by 
mnting outside but by persom{l 
relationships with those within. 
Its mod,lts operandi is more gener­
ally a letter to the paper or lunch 
with fi Commissioner than a Pllblic 
meeting or a national campaign. 
And its raison d'etre that, while 
others fire busy with administm­
Hon, .. it sits and thinks. " 

N. J. TYNDAIJL. 

PRISON AFTER CARE: 
CHARITY OR PUBLIC 
RESPONSIBILITY 

l'auline Morris 
Fabian Research Series 118. 

The Pakenham-Thompson Committee 
report published as "Problems of 
the Ex-Prisoner". 

National Council of Social Service 58. Od. 

1060 MIGITT JlE CALLED Aftel··Cam 
Year in tho worlll of prisons. 
N.A.D.P.A.S_ vigorollsly Ht£'ppC'U 
up their number of Prison 'YC'lfare 
Officers, a rndio pl'ogmmme, 
" 'Yho Cn,res ", eri ticized the whole 
system with unusual outspoken­
ness, Christopher Mayhew dC'yotcd 
one of his four te>ievision pro· 
grammes about Crime to it, the 
two .Reports,. under review wel'e 
published, and the Home Secl'etary 
promised that his AdviHor~' 
Committee for the T)'('lttment of 
Offenders would once more> look 
specially into the matter. Will 
1960, therefore, prove to have 
Rtirred progress in what fJord 
Pakenham cl111s .. this most neglee­
ted corner of the Welfare State "? 

Certainly these two Reports leave 
the reader in no doubt as to the 

need for drastic ref 01'11101, PI~uli\1e 
MotTis's Fl1hian pamphlet gh·es H~ 
Itc'Clll'llte pictul'C of the pl'e~cn 
.. dual system" tug-o',war, aUltlygt'd 
the position of the disclllll'~t' 
pl'isolJ('I' in relation to all exi~tJll1 
and not-yet existing possihilitJCs °c 
help, nnd suggesis It elelLr ph~n ~ 
what should he> don£'. She stM d 
with ORCIll' Wilde on the discltnrg,c 
prisoner': "( Society) abandons hl]1I1 . I'" j' at the> very moment ",hen its II" 1 
est (luty tOWIlI'ds him bC'giuH" ,lI,lt 
tllC ethics of public l'espollsihllI t 
iuspil'e thrpe main re(lllil'eJ1lell ~ 
in adiou:-
,. 1. Aftcr-Carc Ulust he interpl'ete!lI~1 

the final phaflc in a Pl'OCLSfl of HOC II 
rehabilitation begun insido the Jlrl~o 
at the tilllc of conviction Ie 
~. 1\1cn on leaving p1'iHon lUlltlt .;. 
accepted back into the conUllun\~ 
as hUlllan beings. not RR cl'illlinalS,lIl e 
they mURt hc made to feel that SOIlI ' 
one ca/'{'s ahont theil' l'ehabilitlltiOUj .\' 
a. Oue . Hingle category of ,,:01' (~)f 
)'()HPOUHlble for the rl'hahilitatlOU nit 
the offeuder lIlUHt he cHtahliHh('d II to 
tile Rc1'viccA of the Welfare st~., 
Allonld be drawn on where ncce~t-!arY' 

The Pakenham-Thompson CO~t 
mittee WitH set up as It l'C!!,tl 
of Pet!'I' ThompHon's inveHtigl\tlJ1~ 
the eircumstnnees of a man wh~ 
stole from him, Itnl1' discovering fOl, 
himself that It diHchltrged pJ'h.;ont'l 
haH employment diffieultieH. 'l'hf 
Committee eonf-liste>d mainlY °1, 
Jle>ople in husiness. not SOCilll wOJ'd 
( although Pauline Morris ~l~ 1 
OUtel'H in the sociologiC'Hl /le_ ( 
Ren'ell on it), !trid they intend(,d ~ 
survey the emplo!lment Pl'Of;P('C~" J1 
men newly l'elcltRecl from pl'lSO i 
But, of eOlll'Se, they learned th~c 
finding It job it-! only one of t f 
many problems, and in It tin1C ~t 
full employment many men find \ 
lHll'ller to keep It job than to gc 
OI1f', 

rt 
The Pn,kenham-ThompEOn Repo d 

is remarkable for the practicllllltl 
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finltncial d t ' 
tions ale aIls of its l'ecommendn,-
.. D{ th h d ' rapl'd ' oug escrIbed as a 

survey II 't ' of its a " ,I gIveS the sources 
the PatUlons In appendices, which 
Condern~:n Pamp~let does not. It 
Aft"r C much In the present ,,- are t the fair- ,SY8 em, hut also hits 
sensibl rnmdedness to publish It 

duUJ fl'e and self-critical memoran­
}l.A.S om the Secretary of N.A.D. 
field di :?d . pra~titi,oners in the 
to see I tel-Cal e WIll be consoled 
llettel' lOW he seems to have a 
COUJrnit~l'asp of facts than the 
nriti8h e,e. Fot· instance, the 
the Corn Tl~nsport Commission told 
Part 8h m\ttee "a lapse on a man's 
I'eglil'deuou d not necessurily be 
the op as debarring him from 
the llfortunity to make good, but 
needs ~10st care and discretion 
With in r, ?e exercised in dealing 
lllittee ( IVldual cases ". The Com­
" Span conclude that with a 

SOl' II l' h lnight b It (ISC arged prisoner 
~andel' H employed, but Com­
,Accepta ag,ue htts the truth: 
IS unlik I nce mto British Railways 

After: y ~t any level". 
tlp«:>u CI11e workers certainly 
two nonsolation if they take these 
have ~ft~Its to heart, becuuse they 
llresent e good to say of the 
Qrgn,nisttt~tate of uffairs-either 
crucial Ion ,or personnel. The 
is that Proposition of both reports 
Cannot ~uc~ess~ul after-Clue work 
lllent egIn WIthout the appoint­
both i Of. case-work trained omcers 
"'Orki nSlde and outside the prison, 
RYf!tell~gl' ,together in. a unified 
:{laUline l~e t~e Probn,tlOn Service. 
"'hat orrIS does not go into 
b.p A ~hould happen to the local 
'l'h~' s, but the Pakenham­
a fOl'~~on Committee ofTer them 
ftllness l(~able l!l'ogramme of help­
"'hat thlnvolvmg everything but 

ey have done till now. 

Unification is important, but if 
Pauline Morris attributes the in­
efficacy of the D.P.A. workers and 
Committees to their "paternalism ", 
would professionalism be any more 
acceptable to the clients? The 
Pakenham-Thompson Committee 
dl'll,wS an analogy between after­
cltre work today and agriculture 
twenty years ago, both bristling 
with suspicion of the scientifically­
trained worker. College-trained 
farmers are certainly welcome 
today and it may be that in twenty 
years' time all prison social workers 
wiII Rhow Social Science diplomas 
ItS a matter of course, but recalci­
trant sheep and recalcitrant men 
are fal' from the same and the 
prisoners' dislike of welfare officers 
goes deeper than contempt for u, 
bungler and a do-goodeI'. I think it 
is a class reaction, a determination 
to look at all people in authority 
as part of the punishing" Them ", 
Caseworkers are trained to bridge 
culture gaps and win confideDfJo, 
but men in prison have plenty of 
time to work out what another 
man is. Theil' trust may be given, 
if at all, to a man who understands 
their way of life because he has 
lived it, or at least lived alongside 
it, He needs to be someone not too 
unlike themselves, and, most 
important, someone who visibly 
enjoys ordinary non-delinquent 
life. Until the social work profes­
sion Rttl'Rots more of this type of 
men (the public still think of social 
workers as aristocrats and/or 
homosexuals) I think the After­
CRre authorities should consider 
the personRlity and experience of 
their workers more important than 
academic qualifications. 

; I hope that these Reports will be 
widely appreciated (and that the 
Home Office will do something 
when they have the money stnd 
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the courage) but I should like to 
record contrary opinions on three 
issues. 

'Firstly, the Pakenhl1m-Thompson 
Committeo's attempts to justify 
the existence of the present D.P.A. 
Committees are unrealistic. Most 
D.P.A. Committees consist of com­
mittee-type men and women who 
have no interest in, or aptitude for, 
the practical work now suggested 
to them. If the time has come to 
end flag-days for discharged prison­
ers and the running of the welfare 
work by local notabilities, the 
Government should face up to 
hurting these volunteers who in 
the past have borne all tho 
burdens, just as it faced supersed­
ing the Friendly Societies with the 
194G National Insurance Act. It 
would be far kinder to tell the 
D.P.A:s that they are irrelevant 
to the new meaning of "after-care" 
and not expect them, as now, to 
contract gracefully, or, as the 
Pakenham -Thompson Committee 
suggest, to nIter their whole out­
look. In fact, it is tmgic but true 
that in the vast amount of volun­
tnry work tllltt will always need to 
be done the label .. D.P.A:' can 
only hinder. 

Secondly, I think that both 
Reports are misguided in advocat­
ing short-term (one or two weeks) 
hostels for homeless discharged 
men. Certainly nowhere could be 
less rehabilitative than the large 
London hostels, but I see no advan· 
tage in introducing a man to a 
friendly landlord and good food for 
a fortnight, and then expecting 
him to transfer happily elsewhere. 
It is obviously not widely known 
that Norman House started as just 
such a short· term home ( " Hostel" 
has a pejorative ring in the prison 

world and is guaranteed to put i~ 
man off), but very quicklY'd'd 
became obvious that chance t~e 
not make men homeless- JlI 
homele8~mess was really a pl'Obl~tl; 
often It more important one ted ~ 
cL·iminality. The Warden acceS ed 
men a!'! "simple cases of DO ~l'(l 
abode", and then fonnd the),." I'f 
unfit to be moyed into 01'd1ntus 
lodging!'! straight away. '1' thO t 

evolved of its own accord l/lt 
therapeutic liying·together t .lle 

t1 ·111 . Norman House proved WOI' 1" '(1 

The only other simihtr hoIlle, I tl I 

the United States, which hM'uIO 
qualified staff but the s~ 1St 
" family" approach, haS Jleit· 
decided that they must keep thks' . ree men for longer than the SIX' dod. 
breathing·space originally inteIl 1 II 
" Homeless" men, at least .fL'O~llst 
local prison, are not men With J }. 
an accommodation diffi.cult~. ul(l 
fortnight's comfortable dIgs ,,0 od. 
probably do morc harm thnn go : 

. . 'd thO' 
Fmally, both Reports dlVI :hOse 

recidiyist population into. e /l~ 
who intend to return to crlIll ~ho ! 

their profession, and those ~tlC~ I 
intend to go straight, but for it. 
of proper help do not mllnnge 

\III; 

They ignore the intmctabl~ ~eo(l 
of recidivists who do not 11:1 nrc 
anything in particuhtr. Ther tlll I 
convicted from and return o'Ol'~· 
environment where most meo ~lleil' . 
intermittently, and spond 111I~ 
free time in cafes or billiard hh nOo 
where there is always the C .11 g'" 
of "getting on to It good thin i~ 
All they want from after-c~r~ja~ 
cash. Doth of these Reports (WfLer· 
the extension of compnlsorY !1 ,of 
care, but how else can the wll}ed? I 
life of such men be I1Jter

etll· I 
Pauline Morris particularlY' ost 
phasises that rehabilitatio~ JUnod I 
begin at the time of convictIon tiOIl I 
that" after-care and rehabi1it~ , 

, I 
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should b . 
Whol e an mtegral pn,rt of the 
corn e Penal process". If It man is 
tive P:lIed to submit to rehabilita­
surel reatment inside the prison, 
Its Pt~~e can .he as justly compelled 
SlIPer\"' .of his sentence to accept 
l'eltl t~Slon w~len l1e is hack among 
Com l mptatIons and difficulties. 
for ,; llkory after-care is hard both 
It logjor ers and clients, but it has 
and '~~~hPlace .in the pena,} system 
t'{lcidiv' out. It the problems of 

18lll will not be touched. 

SHIRLEY TURNER. 

GANGS 
, (or gan OUT~IDE ••. and Groups 

be tl gs) InsJde • • • might well 
cOlIec~~ omnibus sub-title for It 

their ~o~. of hooks which take as 
not II Jects the kind of people, 
P<'ol,)1 necessarily nlways young 
Or a e who 'gang up' in one way 
S01l):~.ther, often Itgainst authority, 
PUrtlo Imes for perfectly good social 
It!'! to ses, sometimes in such 11> way 
conSidattl'aet and possibly deserve 
in 1\ gl el'able criticism, hut IlJWIlYS 

·ouP. 
Oelinnu • 

niChlll' '1 ency and Opportumty by 
Ohlin d, A. Cloward and I..Ioyd E. 
Routl IS puhlished in Messrs. 
'l'he eIlge I1ndJ{egnn PauJ's series, 
SOCiol nternational Library of 
tioll ~gy and Social Reconstruc­
give' t~ 25s. OJ., and its 211 pages 
how ]l~ !'eauer It I)retty clent' idel\ 
I\lltho~,e Inquent gangs m'ise, The 
f()ssor,8

1 
are memhers of the pro­

SChoo~a staff of the New York 
t1niv ,o.f Social Work at Columbilt 
ot Q, eUnty, hut their writing tells 
C1tllI world fl11' removed from the 
~ltn:aus. It is about delinquent 
allole ' as typically found among 

Scent males in lower-cll\ss 

arens or lnl'ge urban centres, and 
tells how these subcultures arise, 
develop various lllw-violating ways 
of life, and persist or change. 
Three distinctive types of such 
gangs are described by the authors 
in their opening chapter. These are 
.. the criminal gll,ng" devoted to 
theft, extortion 01' other illeglll 
means of securiog 110 income; 
the .. conflict gang" where joining 
in various Idnds of violent behaviour 
becomes uo important means of 
securing status; and the" retreatist 
gang" where addiction to drugs is 
prevalent. In the British Isles we 
hllve the" criminal gang" and we 
have the violent groups but the 
.. retreatist " group is less well­
known, perhaps less in actullI 
numbers. One of the most useful 
ideas to be gleaned from this book 
is concerned with the way in which 
members of these gl\ngs look upon 
other members of the community. 
The 'criminals', for exltmple, are 
sltid to believe thllt the world is 
populated by "smart gUYs" or 
H suckers ", members of the 
'conflict' gl'OUpS see their "turf" 
1\8' surrounded by enemies, while 
the 'retrcatist' l'E'gn,rds the world 
about him as populated by 
"squares n, Similltl'ly, say the 
professors, ench subculture is 
characterised by distinctive 
m'aluations "the cdminllls value 
stealth, dexterity, wit, 'front' and 
the capacity to avoid detection: 
street warriors valne " heart "; the 
retl'elltists place a premium on 
"kicks". The fundamental difference 
between memh('l's of these groups 
and the other members of the 
community is cIE'arly stn,ted in n. 
footnote to It description of the 
activities of the gangs ... It should 
be understood" says the note" that 
these terms characterise these 
delinCluen t modes of adaptation from 
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the reference position of conven­
tional society: they do not neces­
sarily reflect the 'attitudes of the 
',cat '. Far from ,thinking himself 
as being in retreat he defines him­
self as among the elect". Although 
we may not have seen the drug 
side of the "cat" group, we can 
understand something about their 
other characteristics when we read 
that "the ideal eat's appearance, 
demeanour, and taste can best be 
characterised as • cool'. The cat 
seeks to exhibit a highly developed 
and sophisticated taste for clothes. 
lIe develops a colourful, discrim­
inating vocabulary ... " 

From the initial description of 
these delinquent groups, the book 
passes on to the description of the 
• opportunity' which gives the 
authors their title and at the same 
time their theory of "differential 
opportunity systems." They suggest 
that these behaviour patterns are 
usually, though not exclusively, 
associated with the male sex, that 
they tend to be concentrated in 
the lower class, and that they are 
most likely to be found in the 
urban areas. In another illumina­
ting footnote they "do not wish to 
suggest that delinquent subcultures 
never arise in the middle ChlSS. 

Evidence is accumulating that they 
do exist but that they 8,re organised 
principally for relatively petty 
delinquencies, such as the illicit 
consumption of alcohol or mari­
juana, sexual experiences, petty 
larceny and auto-theft for joy· 
riding. This behaviour seems to 
occur less frequently, to be more 
responsive to control and change. 
and to be less likely to continue 
in the form of adult criminal 
careers." The authors consider 
that the isolated offender-as the 
middle class offender more often 

is-is not ,likely to evoke serious 
concern on the part of tbe IIl,W­
enforcement officials, who reCOgnl:

e 
/: 

that delinquent behaviour tends tl 
be less stable when peer !\Uppor S ~ 
are weak or absent. t I 

In exammmg some currelle 
theories about delinquency, th 

.. !lB' authors spend some time on IJI,' e 
culine" protest or "compulslf,C 

' ' 0 
masculinity" and on the CflSH1 , 

adolescence, but while they recO~& 
nise the ,presence of these fl\cto e 
in any society, they are IJIo:n 
concerned about success values Ie I', 

A 'I' I a
r 

11:11 

merwan Ife. Success-goa s but 
not class-bounded, they say, s 
the potentially delinquent groU~e 
appear to look to gOltls which a st ' 
no~ • appropriate.' Certain I1hJ1~be 
uUlversal types of youth are d 
• college ,boy' primarily intel'es!~e 
in social advancement and 'J" 
• b' I ' 'marl, corner oy w 10 IS prl 'W 
interested in his local comOlunl ~ 
and the authors examine hoW thC~ 
two gr,o~ps approfl,ch the problcse. i 
of attltlDmg an approprio,te S,U?cc te I 

There are barriers to legltlIJI8>bC 
opportunity, and these mM' thC 
cultural 01' structural; and y 
alternative avenues to succeSs lIl~t 
well lead the potentially delinqUC ie 
youth into a position where h: II 
the victim of a contradic I~a 
between the goal which he Dod 
been led to orient himself 11,,,. 
socially structured means of strl 
ing for such a goal. !l' 

Ualf of this extremelY we to 
written book has been devote~ q' ! 
the general consideration of delltor 
uent subcultures, and allowinG /)9 
certain easily identifiable differcIlCll9 
between American and British a

C
Il 

£II 
of delinquency one does not be 
inclined to quarrel with any of It st 
views expressed, and in the l10t 
four chapters there is a wea.lth·cb 
instruction on the way in ",hi 

I 

J 
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I", ~~e sUbcultures develop. and how 
'laugh legitimate and illegitimate 
\ ?tPPOttunity is offered to everyone. 
I ~ lnl\y be that in the social struc-

oU
re 

of the slum. the illegitimate 
t l~Ol'tunit~, may be 1110re easily 
··Wen. Can one quarrel with this? 
Ohl ~ ,?,elieve. It say Cloward nnd 
p' In, that each individual occu­
ales ,a Position in both legitimate 
t nd Illegitimate opportunity struc­
th1'

ee, ,This is a new way of defining 
)1 w,etl situation," Can one quarrel 

I,

ll 1 1 this? 

cl,The eXI\millation of the slum 
i c 1lnate is llrobably the most diffi­
, l~l~ Part of the book to understand. 

a as. natUrally. entirely American 
\'~ den,ls with the criminal. the 
\\~o~ent and the l'etreatist in terms 
\1 hleh l\1'e not entirely fl\milial' to 
t s, Even the h1ngUago is strange 
S
O 

us, though no dOll bt we have 
, I blne ,ideas about the rackets. the 
I bohstl~g' of gas stations aml thc 

tho aVlour of cool cats. , . but 
1'O[lS • is generally pretty strange 
A \dl~g, and we are not helped w~en 
Itlrencan history is quoted. tellIng 
t'ttbout the Bowery Boys and the th Ie Dead Rabbits of the 1850's. 
bough We may well be persuaded 
hY the authors that" the immigrant 
ols been the principal constituent 
th the American slum" H,nd foresee 
II ,at We mlty well lmve similar 
f~o leOls in the not too distant 
th t111'e. There is ltn interesting 
I Ollght in the statement that II the 
i~\'eIfal'e-Btate ", _ through its 
~u C'hlne-rnaintenance pl'ogrnmmes. 
<l C o,s home-relief. ltid to depen­
h t!nt Children. old-age security _ 
hitS takl'n over a function once 
"Gttc d t 1 hl't rtne more or less adeqult e y 

he Political machine." 

i ~eVertheless despite the Anwr­
Call idiom (~nd this makes for 

L 

enjoyable and informative l'eading ) 
it may still be possible to ag~ee 
with the conclusion that the malor 
effort of those who wish to e.lim­
inate delinquency should be dIrec­
ted to the reorganisation of s~um 
communities. The authors belIeve 
that slum neighbourhood.s see~ .to 
be undergoing progresSIve dIBI.n­
tegration. where the old soc~al 
structures which once gave sOOlal 
control and opened up avenues of 
social advancement are now break­
ing down. The plea is for prope,l' 
working substitutes fo/' these trad!­
tional structures if any progress IS 

to be made in stopping the tl:end 
towards violence and retl'eatIsm. 

Good though this is. as a text 
book of ideas. it is not likel~ to 
enjoy such a vogue among prIson 
and other institutional personnel 
'\s Reluctant Rebels by Howard 
Jones. Tavistock Publicntions. 280 
pp .• BOs. Od. 

Dr. Jones. J.Jectul'el' in So~ial 
Studies at J.Jeicestel' UniverSIty. 
begins in a way which will .appeal 
to the residential worker lD anr 
cOl'rectional establishment (provI­
ded this same worker can st~~nd u. 
little criticism) when he says The 
lay visitor .to the average correc­
tional school is almost always very 
impressed by what he sees. He sees 
It hundred 01' more de!i1;lqueJ?t 
children. well-fed. and llvlDg.lD 
hygienic and sometimes attractIve 
rural sun-oundings; nnd busy n11 
day in well-equipped class l'~oms 
ftnd workshops. It seems an Ideal 
setting within to essay the tas~ ~ 
reforming deprived and reb~lhous 
young children," But all IS not 
gold . .. Resnlts? In Englltnd. 
says Dr. Jones. one in c,:ery three 
of these children l'eDlltlDS unrc­
fOl·med. returning after his stay of 
anything up to three yeul'~ ltW~ty 
from home to the sort of antI-SOCIal 
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activity for which he was originally 
committed. 

It is the hidden world of the 
school, (and it could well be a 
prison) below the tranquil order 
and discipline, that has its own 
heiral'chies, its own conventions as 
to loyalty and moral behaviour, its 
own means of enforcing obedience 
to the sodal code. And, because 
this world is below the surface, 
it remains, sometimes, almost 
unaffected by the rehabilitative 
work of the correctional staff in It 
similar way to which the violent 
boys and drug-takers of the Amer­
ican slum operate in a world which 
may be virtually untouched by the 
neighbourhood worker or other law­
enforcement omcer from City Hall. 
Sometimes this hidden world comes 
roughly and noisily to the surface 
... names like Standon Park, or 

Carlton School, spring to mind and 
most correctional workers have 
bitter memories about the day 
when the hidden world cn,me into 
view. It was nevel'lt plen,sant sight. 

Can this wodd, so tight and 
secure in its normal seclusion, be 
a self-governing place? 

Dr. Jones describes various exper­
iments, like Homer Lane's Little 
Commonwealth. and the work of 
A.S. Neill, G.A. I-lywal'd, David 
Wills and other pioneers, and goes 
on to give the history of. Group 
Therapy. Psychodmma, Sociometry, 
Activity Therapy and the Civil 
Resettlement Units forex-P.O.W.'s 
are all described in a way which is 
clear and concise. There is also 
sympathetic reference to group 
work in the prisons. Then the book 
moves on to whItt is a highly in­
teresting and important descrip­
tion of work in .. W cod marsh 
School" a residential community 

for forty disturbed boys aged t.e~ 
to fourteen years whose difficult1e 
had arisen mainly from unfaV' 
ourable home circumstances. 'tbe 

book begins to live as it descri~e: ' 
the various committees in wb~~e 
stltff Itnd boys work out some o(f d 
problems of the community )A>~rt 
perhaps some of their own,. 1. 
language where words like J~a 
lousy' are used instead of '.sibhn~ 
rivnlry' in the language of psyobO 
analysis, though these terms lOr: 
conveniently inserted for the motb I 

learned reltder without too mU~ 
talking down to the leEis soph1S' 

ticated. d 
There is It chapter on Love art

Jt Authority where the need for adu
k. 

love is stressed, against a ba?'J\ 
ground of such quotations as d r 

boy goes straight for n person nrt d 
not for an ideal" (C. A. JOyce) flrt e 
later the need for group acceptiflt 
if! stressed, ItS secondary to n '~1l<1 
love, but still a matter of VI 
importltnce to all except the ver~ 
youngest children, and amo~. I 

older persons perhaps the pSyc~ t . 
pltth. It is through the group t ~~6 
the delinquent must make. t 
adjustment to the wider soCle Y 
outside the family: 

The 1'010 of the adult (and tt: 
differences which arise in the rart 
of the staff over their roles in B:~h 
group process) is explained Wi t 
great care, ltnd it is stressed thfle 
it is of the greatest importanc. 
that the stnff should be in ag:t~. 
ment. The dissemination of un el t 
standing is in fnct the importn%ln I 

thing, says Jones, and the st~rt 
groups anll the participation 1 S 
therapy both help in different WIlYe 
to achieve this. It seems to co: t 
RS It' surprise to the Ituthor t ilS 

.. even" custodial officers ~n Il s 
highly disciplined an institutIon 11<1 
a closed prison cltn conduct therllP 
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l groups successfully, if given an 

°tpportnnity and suitable prepara­
Ion. 

, Some of the ln,ter chapters of 
feluctant Rebels are perhaps more 
t~l' the directors of group work 

an the lay workers in this field, 
but the whole book repays ca.reful 
reading by all correctional workers 
: .... even" those of us who work 
In Prisons. 

For the advanced worker with 
groups, Dr. W. R. Bion's Experiences 
in Groups Tavistock Publications, 
20s. Od., produces in its 190 pages 
llluch useful atmosphere of the 
actUal group situations. and discus­
k~s the role of the leader in various 

1 Inds of group. Anyone who has 
gOne sufficiently into group work 
~h to fancy that interpretation of 

e group mood is an easy thing 
~?Uld be well advised to study Dr. 
t lIon's own technique, of which he 
e Is Us only a little (by actual 

recording) but quite a lot when one 
! l'ea.ds between the lines. It is neYel'­

theless a book for the expert, 
and many llty workers fully 
l'ecognise their need of a trained 
~lllert to advise and assist them 
In the more difficult areas of 
their work. For such experts, and 
~Ol' SOme long-term practitioners 
i!l group work, the Tn.vistock pub­
lCations provide much useful 
lllaterial, and a book by Dr. Bion 
"'auld serve as the basis of a staff 
study group ... another II group .. 
of People who are I ganging up' ... 

l?rison officers (01' anyone who 
'vorks with groups of people who 
regard • villa.iny' as a word of rell,l 
~Qaning) will be interested in the 
v~ckground of Smiling Damned 

11Iaio by RU}1ert Croft - Cooke, 
~ecker & Warburg, 18s. Od., which 
III its 246 pages tells the life story 

of Paul Axel Lund. From the gaol 
at Lucknow, and various II Army 
nicks II via Winson Green to 
Walton (and a riot) and thence to 
Reading, then truly a Gaol, with 
the usual II I had Oscar Wilde's old 
cell," and so to Dartmoor, moves 
our hero, and he is It figure of 
heroic proportions, if to quote 
Messrs. ClO\vard and Ohlin once 
again, one values "stealth, dexterity, 
wit and . front '," But Lund's 
capacity to avoid detection, the 
other great II criminal" value, was 
surely a mere fifty per cent of his 
professional life. All the same he 
had a good run for other people's 
money, and now, more 01' less 
settled in his little bar in Tangiers, 
he tells his biographer I, Villains 
are born, not ma.de. Real villains 
I mean. They're nll,tural pheno­
mena. Like artists and poets. 
Villainy's not often hereditary, 
either. Villainy's something that's 
in you. You may not practise it 
any more, but you can't cut it out 
like an appendix." 

Prison staff nsked to tltlk to 
outside groups will find the Centl'lll 
Youth Executive's Choice of Career 
booklet No. 76-The Prison Service 
a. useful nine pennywol'th. Pre­
pared by the Ministry of Ln,boul' 
ltnd Central Office of Information, 
pll blished by the Stntionel'Y Office, 
it would also be acceptable reading 
by all newcomers to prison work. 

A book which might come out, 
sometime, might be a companion to 
Elizabeth: Young Policewoman in 
the Bodley Head Career Novels, 
und might describe how Mary, or 
Martha (0.11 the other girls have 
become models, farmers, Or 
surgeons, or something with so­
called glamour) became a Prison 
Officer. 

M.W. 
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Post-graduate Course in Crimi~ology 
in the University of Cambridge 

The University of Cambridge has established a Post.graduate Course in 
Criminology, to be given by the Institute of Criminology. The first 
course will commence on October 1st, 1961. It will be held during the > 

three terms of the academic year and will end in July 1962. 
A Dilpoma in Criminology will he awarded by the University, to those 

who have diligently attended the course, and who, at its completion, have 
eluccessfully pltsRf'd n. written exltminn.tion in five popers covering th~ 
suhjeets pt'escribed for the course. 

The Programme of Teaching will consist of lectures. seminars and 
practical work: 105 lectures and 90 seminars will be given. dealing with 
/til the mnjor aspects of criminologr. with particular reference to the 
development of criminological nnd penologicn.l thought and practice; t~e 
methodology of criminological research; the psychological and pYBchiatrl~ 
context of criminal conduct; the sociology of ('rime; the principles 0 

criminltllaw and procedure; the sentencing process. and the effectiv,enesd I 
of punishment and other methods of treatment; the non· institutional an 
institutional treatment of juvenile. young adult and Itdult offenders: and 
certain aspects of the prevention of crime. 

Practical.Work, during vacations as well as term time. '\vill be under' 
tal, en by the students. at penal and psychiatric institutions, probat!On 
and niter·care centres, and other agencies concerned with the preven~lod 
of crime ano the treatment of offenders. Individual work wil1 be requIre 
Itt the seminars; and the International IJibrary of Criminology of the 
Institllte will be available to those who attend the course. 

Instruction will given by the Wolfson Professor of Criminology; by thf Senior Staff ano Visiting Fellows of the Institute; by other members 0 

the teaching stnff of the University of Cambridge; by visiting lecture~~; 
by experts from the Home Office and the Home Office Research UIII , 
and by others with particuhtl' experience in the administration of 
criminal justice. 

Admission to the course will be open to those wbo already hold /lI 
university degree in any subject, not necessarily in law. In very exceP' 
tional circumstances. candidates who do not hold a university degre~ 
may be considered for admission, if they have either made an importao 
contribution to criminology by research or gained outstanding practica.l 
experience in administration. The number of admissions in anyone yeM 
will be limited in order to maintain the highest possible standard. TboSj 
admitted to the course will be made members of the University, IUl 

will he expected to seek admission to a college. 
Application Forms for Admission to the October 1962 post.gradua.te 

course 0.1'0 available from the Secretary, Institute of CriminologY'· 
4 Seroope Terrace, Cambridge. Entry is now closed for the 1961 COl1l'se. 
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New Books 
7'7111 illcllt,~io1t oj a boo I. in t7ti,~ list doe,~ not precludl1 it,9 '~lIb,~l'qltl'nt reViell'. 

TIn: JAPANESE JOURNAL OF THE DELINQUENT AND NEUROTIC 
PRISON SERVICE 6d. CHILDREN 

Evo In its GOth year ot publication. Ivy BENNE'l'T 532pp. 45s. Od. 
elr ry issne contains .. Head Office" Tavistock Publications Ltd. 
bll;u!~rs for distribution to the stat! who Comprehelll~ive Rtnlly of tho family 
Ser Hl Jom·na!. The JapalleRe Pril>on hackground of delinquentR. 
the v~c~ PUblishes a qnarterly Jonrnal of 
a.ca 1 rlSOll Service which iR of a more 

( I'mic hlend. 

8URNING COALS OF FIRE 
VIOLET WELTON 
SOCiety for the Promotion of CIll'is· 
tlan Knowledge 120pp. DS. Oel. 

Out An account ot the Church'R trying 
You now metholls ot comnll1nioating with 
Ru ng 11eo})le growing up ill Western 
, 1'0 1)(\. 

OElINQUENCY AND PARENTAL 
PATHOLOGY 
n.G.ANDRY 
Methuen 

192pp. 21s. 011. 

ta.t} EXalllineR the role played hy the 
In cl,e,r

1 
aR a pORRihle caURe of delinqnency 

II 1l1'en. 

THE; STRUCTURE OF HUMAN 
PERSONALITY 
n. J. EYSENCK 4f.;Opp. 50s. Od. 
Methuen. 

cia A: reprint after Reven years ot a 
'\'It~io text boole now brought up·to·date 

two new ohapters added. 

TIUi; PSYCHOTHERAPY 
RELA TIONSIIIP 
WILLIAM U. SNYDER J)2f1. Gd. 
Macmillan. 

literAllalY!le!l the ontput' of psychologIcal 
Oil atllre, is a four year research based 
l\ncihe relationflWp between a therapist 
h001.twenty ot his clients; about balf the 

... Is a. pl'esentation of case material. 

CRIMINAL CASES AND COMMENT 
J960 
J. C. SMITH, !\I.A., LL.D., (Editor) 
Sweet & Maxwell 171)pp. 
Subscribers 12s. 6<1. 
Non·Suhscribers 17s. M. 
Contains among usual reporting of. 

caf\es and commenting thereon, ref. 
erem'e to o1TenceR concorno(l with prison 
hreaks. 

COLDITZ (THE GERMAN STORY) 
REINHOLD EGGERS 
Robert Hale Ltd. 184pp. 18s. Od. 
Hidden among the dramatic lletails 

ot P. O. 'V. eRcapeH are many intol'eRting 
fa.cets of lifo afl a captive. . 

THE CRUSADE AGAINST CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT IN GREAT 
BRITAIN 
BLJZABETH TUTTLE 
Steveus & Sons Ltd. SOs. Od. 
H1Rtol'lcal account ot the abolitloniflt 

cam!e containing many l'E'tol'ences to 
priflon f!taff. 

THE CANADIAN JOURNAL OF 
CORRECTIONS 
Canadian Corrections ARsociation 
1 dollar 25 cents 
Articles on the Soviet Cl'iminal Law, 

P1'obIem Drinking as a factor in 
drinking·lll'iving offencefl. 

TilE MENTAL HEALTH BOOK 
INDEX 
317, West 105th Street. New York. 
3 dollars a year. 
Lists l'eferenceR to signed hook 

roviewR appeal'ing ill threo 01' mOre ot 
132 journals in the Bngli!lh language. 
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International Survey of Correctionf'!. 
A graduate ot the University ot 
California, he took an M.A. degree 
at the University of Chicago in 1940. 
Since the war he has worlred with 
both the Californian Youth Depart. 
ment and the Californian Depart. 
ment of Corrections, most recently 
as Departmental Supervisor ot Clas· 
sification trom 1955 to 1960. During 
1958·59 he was a Research Fellow 
at the London School ot Economics 
and during this period he visited 
many establishments in England 
and Wales. An article by him on the 
ARRistant Governol' in an English 
Prison appeared in the April 1960 
issue of the British Jouma.l of 
De!inqunlCY· 

Moya Woodside is a Psychiatric Social 
Worker who joined the PriRon 
Service in 1959 attel' eight and a 
halt years on the staff of the York 
Clinic, Guy'l'I 1I0spital. Sbe il'l a 
Commonwealth Fellow of the Lon· 
don School of Economics. Joint 
author with Dr. Eliot Slater of 
Patfe·/"II.s in Marriage ancl author ot 
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appointment at the UniverFlity ot 
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Forensic Psychiatl'y in the Depart· 
ment of Psychological Medicine at 
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