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in life by any word 01' action of 
this remarkable spiritual guide. 

Deliverance to the Captive.~ is 
n little book of immense value to 
nny thoughtful reader, even if it is 
only regarded as evidence of what 
hits been happening on onp of the 
many battle-frontR ngainst Rin and 
(,rime. 

To the douhter or the person on 
the fringe of belief, it will perhaps 
give a better appreciation of the 
Christian revelation and of the 
spiritual interpretation of man Ilnd 
the universe. 

For the prnctising Chl"istian, it 
will provide countless themes for 
devout meditation: Hnd the prayers 
which are included might well be 
used as 11. bn.sis for It renewed Ol' 

enriched life of pmyel'. 
For Chaplains and nll who are 

call£'d to minister to pri!,;onel's these 
sermons might serve ItS modell:l, 
hoth in content and pre!olentation, 
of what is needed. We nre reminded 
once again thnt "The Gosp£'1 of 
Christ is tho power of God unto 
salvation". The Chaplain who 
substitutes pious exhortntion 
• without form, nml void' or the 
• pep tltlk' flavoured with racy 
anecdote (md moml uplift is 
neglecting III wonderful opportunity 
Rncl fniling in his stewllrdship. 

Renders in this country will be 
grateful to the publisher !tnd the 
translator for making this work 
ava.ilahle to them. It seems churlish 
to add that there 1t1'e one 01' two 
unfortunate misprints. As we read, 
it is difficult to realise that Karl 
Barth is not addressing us in our 
mother-tongue. No higher com­
pliment can be paid to any transla­
tor. 

It has often been remal'ked that 
.. you cannot draw prisoners to 

Christ without, ivso facto, dI'IL~'i~g 
them away from crime". If tIns ~ 
t.ru() - Ilnd there i's little roo1n fOe I 

doubt - the preacher of tbe\ 
sermons can he regarded as IL Ill~:b 
powel'Cul magnet. lie Rets rOl

rO the glory of God nnd sets forwll
l 

.s ' t 

the snlvution of men _ "in t 11 

world and the next." 

HUGlI Sl\lITI!· 

THE STRUGGLE FOR PENAL 
REFORM 
(Library of Criminology No. S) 

Gordon Rose 
Stevens & Sons Ltd. 1961. pp. 328 

£2 105. Od. 

t .. 1 ·tll the l'UBLIHHED 0 comCl( e WI I 
t · Jlll Rally organised by the NIL 10 ( 

Cnmpaign for the Abolition ~. 
Capital Punishment in April, V,: 
Rm!e's hook ontlines penal de\'elol.~ 
ment over the last hnnored yeIl1 '. 
in nil its ltspects, fl'om young ofl'~:J1 
del'S nnd the growth of probl1t1 t 
to corporal and capital punishIlle~ ~ 
This is such a wide cnuyas tbnt i I 

treatment is necessarily diffL~~eJ 
but the subject matter is interest! 8£' 

to penologists particularly bec:~~~11 
so little has previously been wr! ttet 
about developments in the 111 of 
half of this period. The mlLSS sC 
detailed fncts presented by Dr. ~ol" 
suggest that he hitS been pains tl;o 
ing in his research and goes S~~gb 
way towltl'ds justifying the 1 

pric(~ of the bpok! I 

The Stru(Jole for Penal Be!01~~ 
is a misleading title. It would b~be 
been more appropriate to MIl I'd I 

book by its sub-title "The IIo"'jlis 
League and its Predecessors. 'f ~ rf 
is reltlly the history of the volunt~be 
pennI reform societies, and beir 
struggle is seen through t id I 
spectacles. Scant fl,ttention is pf!. 
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to tefo' ' 
C 1 tnmg zeal from WI't~ll'n OIlll' • J • 
to b lUSSlOners are sepn as people 
Al ~ manoeuvred and cajoled. Sir 

eX!1nuer Pt· , nl'Cl,inl a erson IS mentlOned 
in~ 0 y because he supported hang-
hnpl'i~ the ground that lcngthr 
Sit. L.onment Was mol'e inhumanf'. 
Illend lonel Fox mel'cly gets com­
list od for being "very willing to 

en to suggestions from outside." 

of 'rho ugh it is a mthl'l' hiased view 
Pt'~senall'oform, tho historr of tho 
(tho sure groups is a fascinating one 
MOf;~~ lone of limited appeal). 
the l~nportant of these groups were 
in lRG~Wal'd Association founded 
lellS eli ,t?, connter tho policy of 
Pl1nit. glblhty Ilnd the repressive 
deal ;~e llleasllres being takE'n to 
1860' \l~h the crime wave of the 
unres; tan age of parallel socinl 
It(\f~. 0 our own), and the Penal 
in l;~~ f.lea,glle which was formed 
Calnp . mainly by suffragettes to 
PI'iso algT against l'onditions in 
fO I'm ~. hese eombinod in 1921 to 

he present Howard fJf'ague. 

lIa;};:. ~truggle of these Societies 
nOr e} no means been eonsistent 
l>een ven ,always uphill. There have 
iUact. PerIO(!.; of clOmplaccncy Hnd 
they 11n, ,Such as 1900:1!:!. At times 
PUlled Ut~ <', even eddIed back nnll 
re£o 1t<">1tll1st the current of penn,} 
tion r~, as when the IIownrd Associa­
!it'Pl).' 'cnt down fighting for the 
Itglti~ate srstem with Du Cane 
in 1~~~ the Gladstone COlllmittee 
Itt !tn il, J!nt Ulainly they have been 
fil(lCl'e£ tIme as forceful I1S their 
\\'Its W~Y'. The Howard Association 
H(lf llhltln Tnllnck, the Penal 
JOb~t:'I~h TJeague was Arthur St. 
early' e Howard Lpngue, in its 
rJenguY~!trs, Margery Fry. And the 
tion . e s ,present influentiAl posi­
Itllil IS PrImarily due to the wisdom 

perRuMive powers of Hugh 

Klare, Dr. Rose's normally 'prosaic 
style becomes almost lyrical in 
describing H:lI1l'e's realisation of 
the need for better staff trnining 
and for" a fundamental change in 
the relationships between the 
different grades of staff and of the 
methods of prison Itdministmtion ... 

Le8s carcfully analysed is the 
measure of succpss in the campaigns 
for reform due to these Societies. 
The claim is made that the League 
has " played a considerable part in 
bringing these things (the abolition 
of fiogging and many improvements 
in the peUlt] system) about," and 
that" it hfts done much to infillenl'e 
the Prison Commissioners in the 
direction of crenting more construc­
tive relationships between staff and 
prisoners and between YMious 
mnks of stafl' ", These are modest 
claims. Against them we must phwe 
the fnct that the League's evidence 
to the Wynn Parry Committee in 
1957 was consigned to the waste­
papel' basket with tho curt remnr}. 
that the Committee also considerecl 
evidence submitted by the TIowltl'd 
Lf'ngue for Pf'nal Reform -It fnet 
not mentioncd by Dr. RORe. lIe 
n.dmits that the League must keep 
in tOlich with prevailing thought 
and not get too far ahead of public 
opinion. How fnr then can we credit 
it with achieving reform? Clearly 
the reformer often hits to wn.it {or 
his drcams to materialise. Tho 
Anti-Capitn.l Punishment Societl' 
founded in H:l20 was very preDln.­
ture! While, referring to corporal 
punishment, Dr. Rose's remark 
that" Perhn.ps it (Parliament) will 
now allow this don.d dog to lie down 
in pen.ce" still seems unduly opti­
mistic. The reformer must be pre­
pareu to slide bn.ck one step for every 
two he tal,es forward. And he can 
only go forward when the ground is 
suitably prepn.red. 
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The pressure group, like yeast, 

hns fi fermenting effect on the 
whole. SurrE'ptitiously but persist­
ently it presents its case, not by 
mnting outside but by persom{l 
relationships with those within. 
Its mod,lts operandi is more gener­
ally a letter to the paper or lunch 
with fi Commissioner than a Pllblic 
meeting or a national campaign. 
And its raison d'etre that, while 
others fire busy with administm­
Hon, .. it sits and thinks. " 

N. J. TYNDAIJL. 

PRISON AFTER CARE: 
CHARITY OR PUBLIC 
RESPONSIBILITY 

l'auline Morris 
Fabian Research Series 118. 

The Pakenham-Thompson Committee 
report published as "Problems of 
the Ex-Prisoner". 

National Council of Social Service 58. Od. 

1060 MIGITT JlE CALLED Aftel··Cam 
Year in tho worlll of prisons. 
N.A.D.P.A.S_ vigorollsly Ht£'ppC'U 
up their number of Prison 'YC'lfare 
Officers, a rndio pl'ogmmme, 
" 'Yho Cn,res ", eri ticized the whole 
system with unusual outspoken­
ness, Christopher Mayhew dC'yotcd 
one of his four te>ievision pro· 
grammes about Crime to it, the 
two .Reports,. under review wel'e 
published, and the Home Secl'etary 
promised that his AdviHor~' 
Committee for the T)'('lttment of 
Offenders would once more> look 
specially into the matter. Will 
1960, therefore, prove to have 
Rtirred progress in what fJord 
Pakenham cl111s .. this most neglee­
ted corner of the Welfare State "? 

Certainly these two Reports leave 
the reader in no doubt as to the 

need for drastic ref 01'11101, PI~uli\1e 
MotTis's Fl1hian pamphlet gh·es H~ 
Itc'Clll'llte pictul'C of the pl'e~cn 
.. dual system" tug-o',war, aUltlygt'd 
the position of the disclllll'~t' 
pl'isolJ('I' in relation to all exi~tJll1 
and not-yet existing possihilitJCs °c 
help, nnd suggesis It elelLr ph~n ~ 
what should he> don£'. She stM d 
with ORCIll' Wilde on the discltnrg,c 
prisoner': "( Society) abandons hl]1I1 . I'" j' at the> very moment ",hen its II" 1 
est (luty tOWIlI'ds him bC'giuH" ,lI,lt 
tllC ethics of public l'espollsihllI t 
iuspil'e thrpe main re(lllil'eJ1lell ~ 
in adiou:-
,. 1. Aftcr-Carc Ulust he interpl'ete!lI~1 

the final phaflc in a Pl'OCLSfl of HOC II 
rehabilitation begun insido the Jlrl~o 
at the tilllc of conviction Ie 
~. 1\1cn on leaving p1'iHon lUlltlt .;. 
accepted back into the conUllun\~ 
as hUlllan beings. not RR cl'illlinalS,lIl e 
they mURt hc made to feel that SOIlI ' 
one ca/'{'s ahont theil' l'ehabilitlltiOUj .\' 
a. Oue . Hingle category of ,,:01' (~)f 
)'()HPOUHlble for the rl'hahilitatlOU nit 
the offeuder lIlUHt he cHtahliHh('d II to 
tile Rc1'viccA of the Welfare st~., 
Allonld be drawn on where ncce~t-!arY' 

The Pakenham-Thompson CO~t 
mittee WitH set up as It l'C!!,tl 
of Pet!'I' ThompHon's inveHtigl\tlJ1~ 
the eircumstnnees of a man wh~ 
stole from him, Itnl1' discovering fOl, 
himself that It diHchltrged pJ'h.;ont'l 
haH employment diffieultieH. 'l'hf 
Committee eonf-liste>d mainlY °1, 
Jle>ople in husiness. not SOCilll wOJ'd 
( although Pauline Morris ~l~ 1 
OUtel'H in the sociologiC'Hl /le_ ( 
Ren'ell on it), !trid they intend(,d ~ 
survey the emplo!lment Pl'Of;P('C~" J1 
men newly l'elcltRecl from pl'lSO i 
But, of eOlll'Se, they learned th~c 
finding It job it-! only one of t f 
many problems, and in It tin1C ~t 
full employment many men find \ 
lHll'ller to keep It job than to gc 
OI1f', 

rt 
The Pn,kenham-ThompEOn Repo d 

is remarkable for the practicllllltl 
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