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Book Reviews 
THE PROBLEM OF 

DELINQUENCY: 
Edited by Sheldon Glueck. 
( Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. ) 
London: Oxford University Press. 

1959. pp.1183 60s. Od net. 

.. TIIIS LARGE BOOK", as Professor 
Glueck rightly calls it, has for its 
subject matter .. the causes of 
delinquency, its treatment and 
prevention . .. ( and) ... the 
legal problems inherent in society's 
efforts to cope with its maladjusted 
youngsters" . 

It consists mainly of articles 
which have appeared previously in 
a wide variety of American and 
other periodicals and of extracts 
from the books of Sheldon and 
Eleanor Glueck; together with five 
chapters under the heading • Basic 
Legal Issues' in which are set out 
some fifty judicial decisions intenrl
cd" to give a fair and varied sample 
of the practical legal problems that 
have arisen in the administration 
of juvenile court statutes ". 

Professsor Glueck's avowed aim 
in preparing this compilation was 
to provide a .. teaching instrument" 
for use in law schools and other 
university departments. He there
fore selected materials which he 
claims .. lend themselves most 
readily to the art of pedagogy" 
whilst at the same time being 
.. sound in content". He was also 
concerned that the text should 
include all relevant points of view" 
and be II eclectic and far-ranging ". 

Inevitably the attempt to satisfy 
these multiple criteria of selection 
fails and indeed the Editor antici-

pates .. questions as to why SO!ll~ 
particular article was included ~t 
excluded". It is certainly difficll b 
to understand in what sense SU~ 
diverse items as, for exaJll1~~ 
Lombroso's introduction to !t} 
daughter's summary of his vieWS 1 t 
her" Criminal Man", the extrtlC, 

from .. The Report of the Citiz~n8. 
Committee on Juvenile Del1n4

d uency, Cincinnati, Ohio" an f 
Slavson on "The Treatment 0p 
Aggression through Grou e 
Therapy" can all be said to b t 
.. sound in content ". Profess~s 
Glueck'R eclecticism, whilst it ~. 
infinitely preferable to the sect~d 
ianism too common in this fie ' 
appears to have led him astrllY; 
Perhaps it would be going too fila 
to say that he should have includeel 
nothing which fell below the ~e" s, 
of the Glueck's own contributJO~ b 
but there is III great deal here whl~{ 
is totally undistinguished and t 
little more. than parochi~l inter~~~ I 
A mor(l VIgorous exerCIse of "e' 
editorial function would both htl o~ I 
improved the quality of the bO

ble I 
and reduced it to more managelltbe i 
proportions. Alternatively be. 
editorial notes which preface .;tle I 
chapters might have gone a h the I 
further towards indicating . 119 
relative value of the varlO ot I 
contributions. No doubt Pro!es~j~ , 
Glueck repairs this omission lnu 0$ 
seminars at the Harvard Il eO 
School where this material is US

nd 
.. to provide intellectual meat: I', 
drink for advanced law studen tile 
Bereft of such assistance, ffet 
common reader is liable to sU 
from mental dyspepsia. 
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th It is only fair to say that despite 
1,1 ese faults it is very convenient 
n ll~t so mu?h important material 
nO otherwIse easily accessible is 
\" o~\' lllade avlti1rtbl~ in this one 
r~f~l~le., It will be invaluable as a 
.. t len~,e book evpn though as a 
bl <'Iteiung instrument" it is 
Ul Unted by th(l inclusion of too 

ueh lUediocrity. 

GORDON HA WRINS. 

C, F 
Or this relief much thanks" 

(l, criti l 
ret notice of 

~ROUP COUNSELLING: 
:~:aWce to its use in Correc;tional 

N elfare Agencies. 
orman F 

IllsI' enton, Ph. D. 
J)~We for the Study of Crime and 
196tQuency, Sacramento, Calilornia. 

• PP. 109. 

First ('ant It 11(,1'£';onal note as a 
).l 1'01 on what follows:-
.l~Ol'l)) F tion au i enton's latest pl'odnc-

conr aroused in me a welter of 
1l11ti US(ld. feelings, Rmugness and 
rat ~ltetlOn mingled with frust
iol,e . fLggl'ess!on, Having struggled 
"'tl't~earH WIth Fenton's earlier 

109 l' I . . chis 11 ' 1l1vmg (' lipped and 
!lhn Pe 

~d. at his earlier lIlaterial to 
Ine D b It Into III form which satisfied 
oth' ut appeared to attract few 
I'eg~~ 1l:01)le, I am tempted to 
thltt d. 1111'1 latest efforts as evidence 
b amre 1!J57 or so we have hath 
inl.'el1 doing much the same thing 

n) U ' t'eas I\~ the Rame way. It is 
dian ~UI'J.ng. 1.0 believe this but 
Ilral POlUtmg to have him get in 
Am ' . No doubt certaiu of my 
~Oll~tcn.n colleagues will try to 
tltn.t,ort me by saying: "'Veil, 
CI'\Jrn~les~,he WilY tbe cookie 

~he ne~v handbook gives an 

account of how group connselling 
has progressed since 1954 in 
California'n correctional instit,u
tions. It is directed primarily 
Low'/tl'ds people who are developing 
similar pl'Ogrammes in such 
related fields as lll'obation, parole 
and social welf!tl'e agencies. It is 
of direct relevance to counselling 
work in our own institutions !tnd 
deserves as wide a circulation as 
possible among all staff concerned 
in any way with this work. 

Just how do the sections on 
prison counselling work out in 
relation to the earlier Introdllct
tion to the Thf'OJ'lj of {froltp 
Counselling ( 1957)? A geneml 
impression will perhaps entitle us 
to force the pace a bit In,tel', 

Tlw present handbook strikes 
one as the product of fL more 
assured, more restrained and more 
sophisticat£'d Fenton. Though it 
is much more concise than the 
"Introduction" it retains most of 
the essential material from Part I 
-whole passnges are identical
and reinforces this with sections 
which are either new in content 
or different ill emphasis. The 
shorter pl'esentation Jut" brought 
with it a tightness and economy of 
exposition whic·h was llwldng in 
the more diffuse, untidy discus
sions of the earlier volume. A 
certain repetitiveness remains but 
this is not too obtru~lve. 'Vith 
mnch mOl'e material to draw on 
fl'om the ELccumnll1ted experience 
of Cahfornian prison counselling, 
Fenton a.chieves greater definite
ness and clarity. lIe is less 
obsc111'e, less equivocal, more 
authoritative. lIe is still very much 
the idealist, the optimist, the 
salesman exploring new districts 
but, with a succes~ful promotion 
behind it, the selling has a. surer 
'touch. 
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