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with the impression that Fenton 
has not quite got round yet to this 
sort of thing. No doubt he will. 

In this country, also, confiden
tiality, permissiveness and non
direcLiveness seem to have 
acquired the status of an unholy 
trinity, all complete. This was 
novel' the position adopted by 
Fenton. though he sometimes left 
himself open to such misinter
pretations. The pI'esent handbook. 
as has already been suggested. is 
much less vulnerable in this 
respect.. Tho limits of permis
siveneRs, both in terms of 
discllssion and behaviour. seem to 
stand out more clearly. 

The emphasis on non-directive 
techniques seems also to be toned 
down in two main ways; the first. 
a greater recognition of the 
possible value of more directive 
methods at least for certa.in types 
of counsellor personalities; the 
second. an assertion of the 
importance of appropriate feelings 
in the counsellor as opposed to 
mer£l technique. FenLon cites Carl 
Rogers in support of the view that 
procedures and techniques are 
secondary to warm and accepting 
attitudes. Rogers, however. has 
recently gone further than this 
and has said "\Vhatever is real in 
me is more important. than 
playing n. role of acceptance or 
empathy. I feel that to listen to 
oneself accumtely and to be 'that 
which one truly is' in the relation
ship with the client. is one of the 
most difficult and demanding tasks 
I know." Perhaps it is not fair 
comment to drag this in; what is 
sauce for the therapist is not 
necessarily sauce for the coun
sellor. Yet this kind of realism 
from Rogers will perhaps take 

counsellors further in the long fttl; 
than Fenton's idealism IlbOl1

s 
human nature. Far-reaching iSfl~I~8 
lurk beneath the surface of t 
words here. Perhaps the best tIt r 
any of us can do is to mus, ell' 
whatever reserves of warm fec\l'~b 
we may possess, learn to live Wi d 
or control our othel' feelinqs ltot• 

settle for that as It baSIS 
helping others. 

One final comment must ~ 
made: The expansion of C;oll is. 
selling - activities in CalifornJl1 s 
clearly proceeding on n. vigoroU k 
henJthy basis and one would lO~s 
forward to these developJllC ll Jl 
being accompanied by an c,,\ 
further maturing of Fen toll 

(l 

thinking on these matters .. f~g' 
could only sec this as prOVI rot' 
further stimulus and support 
us in onr own efforts. 

DELIVERANCE TO THE 
CAPTIVES 

Karl Barth 
( Translated by Marguerite Wieser) 6d.) 
(S.C.M. Press Ltd. 1961. pp.160. 12S. 

f the 
ANYONE with knowledge 0 011 
countless volumes languishinG )" 
the shelves of- second-hand ~)~~ca 
shops realises thnt publis .ita 
sermons are no longer the favolll 'l\' 
reading they were in earlier genc;l.Jo 
tions. The great sermons nnd Ill.e 
decisive utterances of the past be 
classics which will continue tOtitY rC'ad and studied but a vast qlll1n .jlll 
of mediocre and inferior 1nl1tc;tel' 
died from exposure soon II> thO 
appearing in print. Todn,y fiJI 
modern publisher has to be CIll'~Jlg 
before issuing any book of sern~!liJl 
unless he is prepared to SUS ,I'e 
financial loss. As a consequenCe 
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Itre 
Wh,srared the mass of dreary stuff 
Itnd

e 
1, confronted our forefathers 

n ' If sermons appear in print 
b~\\'ltdnys, they are usually marked 
diet'sorne special' excellence of 
L ~O~,cl'eative thought lind power. 

llCl(llty . I 1 't t are ' ,I e evance an( 10 fires 
f>8R('ntJal qualities. 

11. Delit'f'mnce to the Cal) t i'L'f',q is 
Il~d outstanding example of this 
!let ern trend, IJet no one be 
tl erred from reading it hy the 
ti IO\lght that it is nWl'ely a ('ollec
tl~~ ~f sermons. Its importance is 
th(l lt contains the distilhttion of 
alld jt:ofound thought, expel'i('nce 
Itbl(' Itl~h, of n. devout Christian, an 
tl MIOlster of the 'Vord and a 
IIleological gia,nt - Karl Barth 

ere is u' . 
gl'en,t '~ lI'ect way of access to a 
8('eklS ])l1nd and the reader who 
find} SU~h an encounter wiII surC'Iy 

astlllg benefits. 
1'01' tl . 

Rltrtl lOse Who know noth1Og of 
tion \ 01' of his lllltssive contl'ihu
adl)' 0 Christian thought, the 
by nl'abJe preface to the volume 
Itll tJ 1', JOhn MarRh will i.e-II them 
the ley n('('<1 to know to 'place' 

Pr('lt('het', 
A. cr't' is 11 t 1 l<jlle of Barthian theology 

kind
o ('all('~ for in u. review of this 

th('r' ~Ol' lS it necpssltl'Y h('('ltllse 
"'hi ~ 18 nothing in these sermons 
litt'e c l'(ln.l1y lips outside the main 
1I(' ,ltlll of historic Christillnity. 
thol~ \~e find the great truths of 
<'ity ',n.lth proelainwd with simpli
hll r ' ~elevanee, immense powel' and 
letLr~tng Sincerity. Herp we find the 
lind [c1 professor out of hiR Rtudy 
fillQal ~ctUl'P hall Itnd among men 
" to {~ng o,r the faith that is in hi!» 
<lUl'k ~nVe iIght to them that sit In 
feet ~less . . . and to guide their 

. Into I he way of peace. " 

With a few exceptions these fiet'lll 
onR Were pl'enchell in the 

Chapel of Bltsle Prison ,,,here 
"Barth has exercised a truly 
remarkable hidden ministry, visit
ing and preaching regularly. " This 
should give the readers of the 
PRISON SERVICE JOUUNAL a special 
interest in them. Leaving the 
University prC'cincts this eminent 
thinker, scholat', lecturer and writer 
appears in the prison as n. humble 
man of God and spiritual leader -
!L sinner with a message of hope, 
comfort, forgiveness and joy to his 
fellow-sinners. lIe proclltims the 
tra.nscendence of God and the 
helplessness of man but, at the same 
time, he points the way to man's 
restoration Itnd holds out a hope 
for all mankind. This is partic
ularly relevant for men and women 
in pl'iRon. lIe preaches the everhtR
ting Gospel which, on his lips, 
beCOIllPR It contemporary clutllenge 
nnd invita.tion. It is the ancient 
remedy which remains as potent. 
and up-to-date as ever. lIe can 
stand side hy side with the prisoner 
nnd share hi~ finiteness and feehle
neHS as he faces the God who is 
oyer all and in all - Sovereign ypt 
"totallY gmce", Who cn.n read 
these Aermons - especiallY" Saved 
by gmce ", "The criminals with 
Him ", "All" nnd .. ITe stands hy 
1\S" - without being profoundly 
moved and challenged '} 

In his aPPl'oltcb to prisonet'S., 
Barth never strikes a wrong note. 
lIe is never "mug or condescending. 
He never wields the big stick. lIe 
places himself with them and urges 
them to join him - hy way of 
penitence, trust and thankRgiv~ng 
- in the tnw worship of God WhICh 
iR bound to haye effects on their 
character and conduct. Such is 
Bltl'th 'scompn.ssionn.nd understand
ing that I imagine that no prisoner 
has ever been put otT 01' dis
cou raged from making 11. fresh start 
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in life by any word 01' action of 
this remarkable spiritual guide. 

Deliverance to the Captive.~ is 
n little book of immense value to 
nny thoughtful reader, even if it is 
only regarded as evidence of what 
hits been happening on onp of the 
many battle-frontR ngainst Rin and 
(,rime. 

To the douhter or the person on 
the fringe of belief, it will perhaps 
give a better appreciation of the 
Christian revelation and of the 
spiritual interpretation of man Ilnd 
the universe. 

For the prnctising Chl"istian, it 
will provide countless themes for 
devout meditation: Hnd the prayers 
which are included might well be 
used as 11. bn.sis for It renewed Ol' 

enriched life of pmyel'. 
For Chaplains and nll who are 

call£'d to minister to pri!,;onel's these 
sermons might serve ItS modell:l, 
hoth in content and pre!olentation, 
of what is needed. We nre reminded 
once again thnt "The Gosp£'1 of 
Christ is tho power of God unto 
salvation". The Chaplain who 
substitutes pious exhortntion 
• without form, nml void' or the 
• pep tltlk' flavoured with racy 
anecdote (md moml uplift is 
neglecting III wonderful opportunity 
Rncl fniling in his stewllrdship. 

Renders in this country will be 
grateful to the publisher !tnd the 
translator for making this work 
ava.ilahle to them. It seems churlish 
to add that there 1t1'e one 01' two 
unfortunate misprints. As we read, 
it is difficult to realise that Karl 
Barth is not addressing us in our 
mother-tongue. No higher com
pliment can be paid to any transla
tor. 

It has often been remal'ked that 
.. you cannot draw prisoners to 

Christ without, ivso facto, dI'IL~'i~g 
them away from crime". If tIns ~ 
t.ru() - Ilnd there i's little roo1n fOe I 

doubt - the preacher of tbe\ 
sermons can he regarded as IL Ill~:b 
powel'Cul magnet. lie Rets rOl

rO the glory of God nnd sets forwll
l 

.s ' t 

the snlvution of men _ "in t 11 

world and the next." 

HUGlI Sl\lITI!· 

THE STRUGGLE FOR PENAL 
REFORM 
(Library of Criminology No. S) 

Gordon Rose 
Stevens & Sons Ltd. 1961. pp. 328 

£2 105. Od. 

t .. 1 ·tll the l'UBLIHHED 0 comCl( e WI I 
t · Jlll Rally organised by the NIL 10 ( 

Cnmpaign for the Abolition ~. 
Capital Punishment in April, V,: 
Rm!e's hook ontlines penal de\'elol.~ 
ment over the last hnnored yeIl1 '. 
in nil its ltspects, fl'om young ofl'~:J1 
del'S nnd the growth of probl1t1 t 
to corporal and capital punishIlle~ ~ 
This is such a wide cnuyas tbnt i I 

treatment is necessarily diffL~~eJ 
but the subject matter is interest! 8£' 

to penologists particularly bec:~~~11 
so little has previously been wr! ttet 
about developments in the 111 of 
half of this period. The mlLSS sC 
detailed fncts presented by Dr. ~ol" 
suggest that he hitS been pains tl;o 
ing in his research and goes S~~gb 
way towltl'ds justifying the 1 

pric(~ of the bpok! I 

The Stru(Jole for Penal Be!01~~ 
is a misleading title. It would b~be 
been more appropriate to MIl I'd I 

book by its sub-title "The IIo"'jlis 
League and its Predecessors. 'f ~ rf 
is reltlly the history of the volunt~be 
pennI reform societies, and beir 
struggle is seen through t id I 
spectacles. Scant fl,ttention is pf!. 
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