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T
I;i_eéﬁTERNA’I:IONAL SURVEY of
%0jour lonsg Which made my Soviet
o ug n possible is a cross-cultural
. mt?) l&\ fa,sl?\onfl.ble and not quite
Sreatjg ¢ adjective) study of the
s e‘vhs‘{es inthe correctional field.
enqujy ere L have described it as an
ang ‘Vi Inte what the doers think
Parage at the thinkers do in this
the coﬁ;‘)ufld of dilemmas which is
oo *ctional field. If we define
W €8 for corrections in the
mssib;‘;‘;ll for the east, we may
UL gone ve some assurance t.lmt
Attey ralisations will be enduring.
. 'humun& » the basic elements of
Commgq existence we share in
; rinﬁ&me‘é on Dboth sides’ of this
" Wag Wwh t“'ﬂl'ld..Our question, then,
urr&ngie her different methods of
- difge enr;&' these elements produced
Might, 1 results from which we

earn i
k"dem oo, something to our

isil:ig‘; this is a good question. It
®noyg Ttant toanswer it, important
N firg 0 warrani the attention of
' fop , T0te team of investigators
U spe Considerable period of time.
Unigy " thrce weeks in the Soviet
Sing] ), endowed with only a mar-
the gennf)\\’ledge of the language and
anq ;, ralknowledge of the country

' % Institutions which is pos-

sessed by any literate Westerner,
Neither in time nor in language
nor in specialised knowledge was [
adequately equipped for the large-
scale study which needs to be done.
My limitations were apparent
before I left and became more
apparent as I found myself con-
fronted with the intractable enig-
mas of Communist society. I saw
my job as a reconnaissance, a hasty
survey in which at least the
appearances would be recorded.
With thislimited aim I was, I think,
successful. But in what I have to
tell you there are enormous gaps
which someone should 1ill, Perhaps
the most important finding I have
to offer you is the indication that it
can be done, given good-will and
mutual confidence between the
principal parties concerned.

I was in Moscow in September
1960, and I had gone with some
apprehension. I was an enquirer
into what, for Russians, is a very
touchy subject, the persistence of
crime.in an evolving Utopia. The
expulsion of Americans for various
improprieties was so frequent that
I could easily imagine myself in the
headlines as the unintentional
subject of an international incident,
While I confess that I breathed
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more easily when, the sojourn over,
T touched down on Finnish soil, I
must also add that I encountered
neither hostility nor resistance in
the pursuit of my mission. People
whom I wanted to see made them-
selves available, sometimes at
obvious inconvenience., Usually,
there was an attempt to entertain
me, culminating in toasts to Soviet-
American amity—at least in the
correctional field. The dire predic-
tions of some of my friends that
my luggage would beransacked and
my movements trailed did not
materialise—unless the Russians
are subtle beyond belief in their
methods of surveillance. 1 left
Russia with the strong impression
that I had actually made some
friends and that my return for
further enquiries would not be
unwelcome. Let it be clearly under-
stood at this point that I am not
volunteering for another mission to
Moscow-—though I sincerely believe
that some colleague of ours should
do so—and could with profit to all
of us.

Enough of the background; let's
proceed with the specifics. It seems
to me that the best way of intro-
ducing you to the correctional scene
in Moscow is to describe for you
the foundations on which the Soviet
correctional system rests. These
are, flrst, the principles governing
criminal responsibility, and, second,
the principles governing the correc-
tion of responsible ecriminals. T
must say a little about each because,
to be understood, the nccount of
what I saw must be linked to the
foundations of the system.

A Western conference on erimin-
ology can hardly occur without

: : . . n-
incredibly intricate nrgulnentlsfq
criminal responsibility. At €%

the Soviet solution to this PP
has the simplicity of Settl
it in

doctrine. I can dispose of "
couple of surprisingly clear PM
graphs, One morning in Mosco“ic
visited the Institute of Forensc
Psychiatry in the company of ontr -
Gallina, o glum young woman lth(‘ .
the Intourist Service. ne. -
Institute T was faced with 5ot © nt
but five of Moscow’s most 9"“’16;0‘
psychiatrists, all eager to tell ! om,
through my sulky little comf’“‘n{ict
about the subtleties of S‘?ﬂp.
psychiatrie achievements. UB™"y .
pily, neither the English nm{de
suspect, the Russian of mY guhO'
included such terms us _Psyc "
path,”  “character  dis0
“paranoid,” or * hystericth
conversation had a tendency b
whilst one party or 8P°
cudgelled his or their braid® "
think of language for conceP
which Gallina could handle-
But evidently the issuc I
simple. All persons who ?"m
offences in the Soviet Umonti n
responsible, with the exceP ol
of two categories, These areé: pain
the psychotic; and sccond, t

1§
Y4l

A ther
damaged or epileptic. full
criminals must be held 10 o g

the £

account and must suffer ]aw

consequences required by 't 'e task

Tt is the forensic psychiittrlsfj Slndel' '
to determine whether the 0 0
is responsible or not withl o’
meaning of the two possible e‘doos ~
sions. He has no other task. 1° det
not treat the vesponsible © ¢reat

because there is no illness
I was unwaveringly told t

ha l'fl
Soviet psychiatrist holds

that
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such a disease entity as

?sychomthy, it can only do harm

or

oy o pe psychiatrist to intervene.

) DSYchop

t

[

. Drophebs

It
. l‘esD()n

g

they Sychopaths recover only if

are firmly given to understand

eren hey are not sick. The inter-

e of a doctor convinces the

eri ath of his illness without
g & method of recovery.

Iehallenged this position as best

Al
cas yman could. T presented such

Obt;el? 23 the crime committed to

. 40 punijg .
- Plateq hment for some unex

DPsychological guilt; the

Iniq,
ar dle'“gedshoplifterwhoseoffences

 utte O¢casioned by a nced for

o I::;:n from an indifferent world;
Sexug 31‘1_1513 acting out deviated
invul‘iabluves° The response was
“iminauy that all such personsare

eros y l'esponsible, and that
8 in &nr}o Medical trentment which

me&sul_; I“ ay appropriate, For good

Usq an | was told that some of my

theoryg ys.es rested on TFreudian

Pejecty Oviet psychijatry completely

reud he t'heoretical position

ind p, and his disciples. Tf Marx
~be g €ud are thought by some to
leagt, ; Prophets of the new age, ab
I8 the Soviet Union no other

of e e tolerated at the side

Cffory, ¢, - S4Ve. up in my vain
Sovie ? Unsettle the structure of
8ooy 41, rensic psychiatry. Pretty
tary '@ chief pgychiatrist’s secre-

LY : . .
\vxche;‘me In with caviare sand-

, thmomgnﬁ tea from the Institute’s

h

t

® Bocial restoration of the
’{egl,()n:fbl.e. offender is not the
In \Vhosl ity _Of the psychiatrist,
Inyjy, © province does it fall? Con-
“thyy ag My enquiries, I discovered
X Whole new science hns been

'

founded to provide for the rehabil-
itation of the convicted criminal,
This is Corrective Labour Science,
and at this point I mustrecapitulate
a lecture delivered to me by Nikolai
Alexeyevich Struchkov, a teacher
of the new discipline at the Moscow
Institute of Juridieal Sciences.

Like a good many other Soviet
phenomena, Corrective Labour
Science rests on the work of one
Viadimir Ilyich Lenin, In a little
known document published in 1917,
Leninset forth the principles which
Corrective Labour Science is expec-
ted to put into practical application.
The little known document is
entitled  with characteristically
elephantine precision: “Summary
of the Essence of the Section con-
cerning Punishmentsin the Judicial
Point of the Party Programme of
1917.” The Summary of the Essence
may be reduced to five main points:

(1) The principle of condition-
al discharge should be exercised
{0 the fullest possible extent,

(2) Court action against the
criminal should, so far as pos-
sible, consist of social reprimand.

(8) Insofar as it can be safely
permitted, punishment should
be obligatory labour without
deprivation of liberty.

(4) Penitentiaries must become
places where the criminal is not
merely isolated but, rather,
where he is educated.

(5) Institutions must streng-
then the educational uspects of
their work with the support of
the neighbouring community.
This principle is interpreted to
convey the importance of the
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community’s interest in and
supervision of the institution.

In considering these points, it
is worth while to reflect on the
time that they were pronounced.
Here was Lenin insisting on proba-
tion and after-care, on educational
programmes, on the maintenance
of the prisoner's self-respect, and
on the integration of the prison
community's life with the life of
the community outside. He was
insisting upon these reforms in
1917, when none of them had been
more than suggested in the West.
Some of these notions have not yet
captured the attention of our
correctional avant-garde. It is also
fair to say that in the Soviet Union,
despite the work of Corrective
Labour Scientists, this aspect of
Leninism has not been fully applied.

Well, these are the abstractions.
Let us see how they are translated
into systems. I shall limit myself
to a discussion of institutions for
the correction of adult offenders.
These are of two general kinds.
First there is the prison, now used
for offenders awaiting trial and for
the confinement of a very few
extremely serious offenders. About
ten per cent of all those confined at
any one time are locked up in a
prison. I was neither encouraged
nor invited to visit such an institu.
tion and cannot report to you on
the alleged rigours of the Liubianka.
I had written to suggest an interest
in vigiting the famous Tagansky
Prison. This proposal oceasioned
mauch innocent merriment amongst
my colleagues. The place had been
torn down, I could, if T liked, visit
the site on which it had stood, there

to see apartment houses rising but
it was not supposed that such ®
expedition would increase
understanding of Soviet CO"'eo:
tions. Second, there are the Corre® ,
ive Labour Colonies, the fruit ©
the labours of the Correcti’®
Labour Scientists. These come 17
three varieties; the strict: the' )
general, and the mild. Most B¢
colonists ave placed in the S?nel.“
regime. If their conduct requires "
they may be transferred to Colon.le

of the strict regime in W2Y
privileges are fewer and the “.01'6
more arduous. I was told that b€
were no such colonies locate ,
convenient distance from Mosco-“d'
After successfully serving One't‘,hwe
ol sentence on the general regiv”
a colonist may be trausferre o
the mild regime. Privileges al .
more abundant and include OPP‘.’lry
tunities to live with one’s f‘“my
outside the purlieus of the ""lonﬁ
whilst working in the colony ShOI;s'
Fortunate prisoners with gentent od
of less than three years are plcty
divectly in colonies of the m;t- ‘
regime. I was told that nf° of
unately I could not visit a colonv .
the mild regime because none ¥ ebe
situated near Moscow fOF  bo
obvious reason that it would 8%
appropriate to locate SUC y of
establishment near the capit®! \
the Soviet Union, Obvious ¥ 1;0“' :
my simple mind could not ol 11
this apparent non-sequitul’s ‘“; ol
was not much the wiser whe? e
that the presence of such an insblow
tion in the vicinity of Moscec”
might vitiate the deterrent ©

he '
of punishment as defined 1# :lie
Soviet penal code, Ishall leav® to

explication of this propositio® =

[N
PR -
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cY;lr?ds More accustomed to the

lmVolutlonsx of Russian thought
t Ihave been able to become.

heﬁitmgu' however, after some
clear 0n, apparently to arrange
l‘yuknc»es' allowed to visit
vegim OVo, & colony of the general
fifty kel Kryukovo is located about
ne 1 Ometres from Moscow, and
off ;’ght mor.ning I was whisk‘ed
limoy, s’; An  immense Intourist
Youn EI;G In the company of a
the 18 Unglish-speaking lawyer and
ive nglomml Sup_ervisor of Correct-
tegion Jour colot_nes for the Moscow
Askeq (I’\ne Christov. Onthe way I
) Ir. Christov how many
g})our colonies there
oscow region. I was
:sg z};“'t %n 1960 there were fot'n‘
1959 Onies than there were in
: en I asked how many
Wag g, hel‘e'were in 1959, there
the yep| Oment's thought and then
few) lI’Y: malo, mnlo” . .." (Very
intg 'th“ 88 to find that all enquir.ies
I‘chinde true statistical sitl:m,tlon
Tespo the same elusive kind of
Nse,

On q
e&l‘]y

Dl‘ese

“olonjeg

Own a muddy road, due for
8urfacing, T was told, and
o tly we were at Kryukovo.
. 89Vernor,” Major Artamanov
Rate 18 t?eputy were waiting at the
afte, Or & ceremonial greeting,
the «Vhich we were conducted to
in?l°1"8 office in the brand new
QOnstrlStmmo{l buildings, entirely
inmate’%ed. it was explained, by
itselp . J3bour. The Institution
e, T8 drably painted in dirty
' Much of it in great need of
tiv tentéo“ of a painters’ collec-
oty 98t of the buildings were
ther like two storey nissen huts;

the whole appearance was haphaz-
ard, not to say dilapidated. Along
the walks were bright red placards
on which were painted slogans and
sayings by Lenin, Kalinin, Gorky,
Krushchev, mostly extolling the
virtues of study and the joys of
socialist labour. Here and there
were hoardings on which were
displayed satirical cartoons depreca-
ting sloth and slovenliness.

And so my day at Kryukovo
began. In his chilly office, Major
Artamanov submitted graciously
to my interrogation about his pro-
gramme and organisation. The
basic facts about Kryukovo were
quickly rehearsed. It is a Corrective
Labour Colony of the general
regime, housing a class of eriminal
described as ‘‘dangerous recidi-
vists”', Typical crimes were robbery,
housebreaking, persistent hooligan-
ism, and various crimes of violence,
The Major could not give me a
statistical breakdown of the popula-
tion in respect to commitment
offence, and in general shied away
from questions which were too
statistical. The average term in
the colony was between three and
five years; the range was from one
to ten years.

As had been pointed out to me,
the declining rate of delinquency
in the U.S.8.R. had brought ahout
the closing of four corrective labour
colonies in the last year, in the
Moscow region alone. This trend
was having its effect on Kryukovo,
too. Though the capacity of the
place was 1,000, there were only
about eight hundred inmates con-
fined on the day of my visit. I
essayed the witticism that the



6

Major and his staff were not
achieving their work norms with so
low a number of offenders to reform.
The Major laughed genially and
replied that he was one Soviet
citizen who was trying to get out
of work. Indeed, the happiest duy
of his life would be when Kryukovo
could be closed entirely and he
could return to his normal occupa-
tion as a machinist.

The staff of the institution,
excluding teachers and factory forve-
men, was nbout seventy. This
seems an austere inmate-staff ratio
by any standards of comparison in
the West. Major Artamanov was
quite unfamiliar with our patterns
of prison organisation and could
not point to any fealures of the
colony which would distinguish it
so sharply from Western establish-
ments scrving the same purpose.
But a discussion of the actual
organisational forms readily made
the reasons for the difference
apparent,

Kryukovo is divided into four
detachments, eacli of about two
hundred inmates and each control-
led by a commander, whose func-
tions seemed to be like those of the
English Assistant Governor, and
a complement of between five and
ten disciplinary officers, The detach-
ments are fnrther divided into
workers’ collectives, varying in size
according to the number of inmates
assigned to a particular shop.
Members of collectives tend to
work, eat, and sleep together,
though of course some have special
activities like school or committees
which take them away from the
collective.

PRISON BERVICE JOURNAL

But the special control featur®®
operating in this colony W&
peculiarly Soviet in form. T.he
major relies especially on & Sf”twn
of Labour Correction. This 18 ,“v"
inmate committee taking “ct.l‘]e.
responsibility for the accomplis ],
ment of work assigned to the C°l°m.'
Each collective is required to elecr
i member of the section on 1ab01t1
correction. 1t is the section’s duhi
to keep the management of ,t s
colony informed of all gituntion
which might be interfering “’; is
the productivity of the shops: T l.t,
might be anything from an insar?
ary condition in the bath hous®
the obstructive behaviour of 88 the
co-operntive comrade. While "
section has no disciplinary powelm'
they can eall an inmate before the 0
for reprimand and may even 8o all
far as to display cartoons in & W
newspaper ridiculing the
of a non-productive worket: =
results, if the Majoristobe belieY
are remarkable, There are
than two or three rule viol® oh
per week, and these are for suor
offences ns spitting onthe walke d
smoking in prohibited places.
been six months since ther
been a fight amongst inmatcs:
that had ended in mutual apol
The section on corvective
may or may not be responsl

ed,

ad
e 1(1

ple 10

ot mo¥¢ .
tions

the good order and disciplin®

e
Kryukovo, but it must be “uo“rol
some of the credit for the ¢ W

of an institution which would Setto
to be seriously understaffet 166
most of our disciplinary col C“gl.'ce
Whether we could adapt this ethcl'

to a Western institution is,a'no the

matter; one can imagin® o

response of nn American it
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g‘i)é)tlzla.tion to what would imme-
com Y seem an inmate elected
ittee of stool-pigeons.

N'Ot Only
ctive role
mstituti(m‘
expe?ted to

are inmates allowed an
In the discipline of the
ll)ut also they are
Y Play a part in classi-
eﬁ!“ctt‘:él-s'l‘hgre is also an. inmate
ocatio ection of Professional and
s g kn&l Education. This section
of tha €ep management informed
inmage brogress of training of
Whose ts, .of particular inmates
change drmmn_g might be effectively
Yespond;, or Inmates who are not
shoulg. ng to training as they

It ‘
vef] téhese two sections seem to

ee;risl'&dlc&l differences between
of the i0n culturgs of the two sides
accept, %0_1} curtain, I suppose their
may bt; llity to Russian inmates
turg attributed to special cul-
develop; lif(?rences which are
societ‘f) Ing in the whole Russian
elo!lgs.t or the Russian worker
of Cong: 0 & special primary group
song Sldera.ble impact on his per-
s hig ccurity and life-space. This
Tewarg workers' collective, which
- 8 8ood work and punishes

for ypyr &+ Which can discipline him
and W}Q?Ommg conduct off the job,
lich has o great deal of

W llnportance in decidin
htil N and where he shall live. Ong

8 . .
0Vi:t? over-all impression of the
bog; Culture as o nation of busy-

i€, 0, country in which it i
ng ntry in which it is a
bu:li?lgul duty to mind other people’s
B OHS?- I was not in the Soviet
the o ong enough to work out
byt ctails  of this situation,
pmces:eems quite clear that in the
V.t of the state's withering
arg t, o © Social control functions
it o taken over by workers’
Qhel‘iéh thtt happens to the
ed life-features of privacy

and self-determination is another
matter, Perhaps to the Russian
these are not as essential values as
they may be to us. After all, as one
Russian artisan told me in another
connection, what makes men diff-
erent from each other is what
makes them unhappy; one of the
goals of communism is to make
people more alike.

But let’s return to Kryukovo. I
asked the good Major about escapes.
How many per year? The answer
was forthright. We have never had
an escape from Kryukovo, What,
never? I enquired in the manner
of the late Sir William Gilbert. No,
never, replied the Major. He went
on to enquire rhetorically—why
should anyone want to escape from
Kryukovo? Here a man has good
food, good living quarters, good
work at good pay, educational
opportunities, good comrades, and
regular visits from wife and family.
Besides, there was a double barbed
wire fence and an armed perimeter
patrol with orders to shoot anyone
attempting to approach the fence.

I was invited to tour the Institu-
tion, to go anywhere I liked and to
gee whatever interested me. Ordin-
arily I try to cut such tours as short
as possible ; after all one shoe repair
shop is much like another; prison
kitchens differ mostly as to smell,
and inmate housing usually varies
most significantly as to the quantity
and nudity of the pin-ups permitted.
But pretty clearly Kryukovo was
another matter, an institution
which really had some significant
differences which had to be seen
to be appreciated.

‘We began with the shops. These
are poorly housed, rather dark,
rather cold, and magnificently
equipped with machinery which
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was complicated, modern in design
and highly productive, as I could
see for myself from the crates of
finished products. In each shop the
inmates manning the machines
were 80 busy that they scarcely
looked up to look at the man from
Mars who was being escorted
around their work places. I asked
if they always worked so hard, and
was told that perhaps this was a
day when they were working harder
than usual because it was the last
day of the month, They were trying
to achieve or surpass work-norms
assigned to them. I wns shown the
bulletin boards on which was
diagrammed the achievement of
the shop in respect to norms and
the achievement of workers with
regard to individual norms, Some,
Inoted, had surpassed their assigned
norms by such figures as two
hundred per cent.

Ench man is paid in accordance
with the standard paid for his trade
outside the institution — I had
almost said in free society — with
deductions for room, hoard and
services. They are free to do what
they like with their earnings; they
may send them home or not as
they choose. Most inmates should
lenve Kryukovo with some savings,
perhaps a good deal. Work is
alloeated by the various organisn-
tions of production; the corrective
labour  colony  administration
contracts with, for example, the
trust which manufactures kitchen
utensils for the manufncture of
spoons, and a lot of them were
being made at Kryukovo. Work is
in two eight hour shifts, soon to be
reduced to seven hours in accord-
ance with the national lowering of
the standard hours of work, There
is  abhsolutely no idleness at
Kryukovo, and indeed the problem
of late has been to get done all the

work which has to be turned out.

. n
Housing was odd. I was shoVW

large dormitories contibinmgl !
many as forty inmates. They 8 eigs
in double bunkbeds, two U2 on
together with a locker bet“en
each four beds. All very neab ® o
tidy, but why so close? Pe!'h“f:n_
little too close by Western S.,e.
dards? The Major was defensive’
Soviet law prescribed tha
should be a minimum of two ¢!
meters of air space per n}“n"mﬂt.
dormitory and this certainly 'Ses.
isfied that requirement. Beés! ok
the men only slept there; “';’we
study, and recreation took P
elsewhere.

The schiool building was WSt
and indifferently equipped. the
inmates attended, mostly with
objoctive of completing th-ebtsic
year school programme that i8 0! !
to Soviet education, Some 4
completed this requiremc‘nt  cor-
had even gone to Moscow mt;h o
sity to study engineering ov O“,m;
difficult subjects. The schooll "l
staffed by personnel from the Ot e
school district; 1 noted thab s
instructors on duty when I
there included several womer:

We came next to the "lﬁltiﬁg
building, where inmates -cwaS
entertain their guests. Th‘sture,
a long pre-fabricated strﬂcven
perhaps sixty feet long by £¥ allye
wide. 1t was divided longiwdlndin
On one side was & table oxtenbuil‘
for most of the length of the 1o 80
ding with chairs on either lal(viﬂiﬁ
that tho conventional prisoR ' .|
could take place under conven!

. ide W8
supervision. On the other side the

© R LT

f

a row of private rooms fOF np,

purpose of conjugal visms-cu
Major took me into one unocc;

pied
i
room, a cuabicle, really, con

¢

*

Py
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ab .
ed, 8 chajp and a dresser. There

“I:sjog 'teﬂ»'Pc_)t and cups, and the
oXpeot ((?lxplmned' that wives were
When & to provide their own food
evid ey visited. This was quite

ent from the lingering cooking
- We passed on, and as we
the Major
Oconn: one room Wwas
tg?glei He knocked and opened,
ran tie&l & dlscqncerted young man

ilo sy getting into his clothes
Rroung li Wife clutched the blankets
Us. T ¢p lel‘ .and glared balefully at
whicl, ‘2 d imagine the words with
er dj he young lady expressed

18comfiture to her husband as

On a3 ¢4
W 10 door was closed.
Be!}::itt}imr this incident typified the

Vity of the Major toward the

88 of his inmates I cannot

ne utt‘] certainly it demonstrates

ihmnto the hazards—to the
¢—of conjugal visiting.

eclilelxltzl'ly we went on to the
Sitm \tlon building, » large gymna-
bnrm“ﬁld theatre converted from n
°D0necd 8 type structure. The Major
Sectic the door to the theatre
ren n &.nd paused indecisively,
the w"}wted mo to follow with
Comp dlsp,ered explanation that a
Ades’ court was in session. e
forgotten, perhaps in the
nerj ent of hnv_ing a visitor from
IOOkQC?' that'tlus was scheduled.
Undy (d about and beheld about a
at mee Inmates, all looking fixedly
Drisop, With what we in American
I 4o 8 refer to ns the “ dog-eye".
Cquivgy, BOW What the British
the g ent is, but I've seen it. On
%8¢ were three members of

Vory gommdes' court, all looking
th de}‘ce, and very much as though
g ¢ 1dn't propose to allow their
0 be pulled. In front of them
&peg; One of the saddest looking
Seer. 208 of humanity I have ever
* & terrified young man whose

ep 1n

»
’

knees were visibly shaking and
whose teeth were chattering
beyond control. The Major explain-
ed that this lad was about to be
released, or was at least under
consideration, and it was for the
comrades’ court to decide whether
he was ready. This was donc,
ordinarily, in a public meeting of
this kind with the applicants’
comrades in attendance for his
support and their edification. 1
felt that my intrusion in this erit-
ical scenc was possibly even more
inhumane than at the guest house,
and left with silent wishes of good
luck for the wretch who was
undergoing this ordeal,

Release depends on the comple-
tion of training. No one leaves
Kryukovo until he has finished an
apprenticeship and taken an
examination for journeyman status
in his trade. If one already has a
trade, so much the better; the
chances of release in advance of
the average of four years time
served becomes reasonably good.
But without a trade, the Soviet
corrective labour scientist reasons,
a criminal can scarcely experience
the *' joy of labour ", to use a phrase
which Incessantly came through
the interpreters to me., Other
considerations matter, too, in
particular the good opinion of staff
and fellow inmates, but the comple-
tion of training is the sine qua non.
Major Artamanov told me that
formerly he had had the responsibil-
ity of determining release, but now,
to his relief, this task had been
transferred to the comrades' court.

After-care depends on the
workers' collective which the
releasee joins. Reports are sent to
the colony by the secretariat of the
collective and by the police so that
if a revocation of the conditional
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release is in order the luckless man
can be sent for. But actually, the
Major insisted, this happens in
only two per cent of the cases. The
more I challenged this improbable
figure, the more certain he was
that it was correct. Something of
a point was made of the interest of
the staff in the progress of individ-
ual releases. Since most of the
inmates were released to Moscow
or vicinity it was possible for the
Major's staff to visit them after
they left the institution and lend
such friendly support as might be
needed,

Another formidable support lay
in the hands of the system. This
was the requirement imposed by
law on the local soviet of the dis-
trict in which & man was to be
released, that upon two weeks’
notice the labour exchange had to
find suitable employment for a
releasee in his profession. I enquired
about the consequences of u viola-
tion of this law and received a sort
of incomprehension in reply, as
though to say that administrative
laws of "this kind simply aren’t
violated in the Soviet Union.

What do we learn from what T
saw ? Without any way of evaluat-
ing what we saw and were told,
nothing definite can be propounded.
On several occasions I told various
of my informants that I was
perfectly prepared to believe all 1
was told if only I could see the kind
of statistical analysis to which I
am accustomed, the kind which
Western social scientists take for
granted. The best answer I received
was to the effect that such statist-
ics undoubtedly existed, but that
the government in its wisdom did
not see fit to publish them -
therefore we must be satisfied with
the government's assurances.

Privately I doubt very strongly that
anything like adequate statistics 0_
crime and corrections are in X8
ence, simply because a system 1
criminal statistics is an immense y
difficult thing to administer 8%
organise and the whole subjec :
not of major interest N
country.

1 do think, however, that quall
fied students will be allowe® . .
observe and discuss problems “’l“
these authorities. I thinkalso th
a picture which is intern®
consistent emerges from T
observations. An institution 5
established which duplicates i:;h 0
parallels so far as possible | o
conditions, requirements, -Obh]gi o
tions and privileges of oulsl ethﬂt
for the inmate. It is agsume ]
the inmate is mentally l'esl’onsllt is
and not in need of treatment- -* o
further assumed that like all of ! B'
he needs further education t0 sbSs}to
in regaining self-respect &0
make possible his vestoration
society which has rejected him: -~
few unnccessary burdens .
imposed upon him as possible ~ of
and above the immense bur el!ble
loss of liberty. Everything POS.SIion
is done to mobilise inmate oI
and the inmate culture behil e
administration, Everything pos® psi®
is done to effect an orderly t“bo v
tion of the inmate from the ¢©
to the community at large.

8
I submit that the syste™ .o
conceived and described to M€ "
the corrective labour scient‘stsr .
Moscow is a rational one and ﬂppmn
priate for the present 8
culture. I only wish that we 1% nd
West were clever enoug
concerned enough to develol .,
correctional system which WO! rose
equally appropriate for our cult?
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