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~IIE ENGLISH PRISONS 

• L. Howard. 
I\lethuen & 
PM74 Co •• Ltd. 1960. 
hrn • 21s. Od. 
"l'i IIOWARD has written a book 
nea11 English Prisons" which for 
len l' Y four-fifths of its modest 
rne~~h is an ,account of t~e develop
of s ,of pnsons as an mstrument 
the ~cl,etts purpose in dealing with 
at thnmlOal. In two short chapters 
Pl'obl e end he deals with present 
futu ems ~nd takes II. look into the 
for reo It IS well-written but is not 

Egrandrnothers, 
Prj l{ponents of the "new look" in 
g[o~on~ are prone to describe the 
l'ein~ler details of the past in 
Virtu Ct'cement of their sense of 
descl'~' Tbis book. in that it 
"'as \~es how the cruelty which 
eltro Ie expression of a moral 
tiOl! e:toess applied without varia
cellt aWards the end of the last 
Perlllu,ry, replaced the squalor 
Iocalltted by the indifference of 
grou ~overnment, covers familiar 
\\'ith n i Those who are acquainted 
not fi fl'. Howard's sources will 
Sine od anything new in it, and 
his (1 ho, h,:!,s not sought to place 
ill. the~el'lPtlOn of prison conditions 
read ell' social context, tho general 
elllo:'l' lUay suffer an excess of 

l? Ion Over reason. 
ceu:ntonvillo in 1841, with its 
1l1ust e~Uipped with water-closets, 
~l\nit ave seempd a marvellous 
DOor ~ry contrivance to the London 
'''he tn MaYhew's day. At a time 
"'as n the treatment of prisoners 
cl'Uellllltl'ked by indifference and 
SCI'V'ty, membel's of the armed 
tl'ea~ees Were treated no better; the 
"'aa ~ent of tho mentnJly-affiictcd 
ot thO ten Worse, and the condition 
\Vlla 0 dlnfortllnates in free society 
l?ris egradation and poverty. 

on conditions must have 

seemed less black to the contem
porary viewer than they do now 
from our different standpoint. As 
late as the mid-nineteen-thirties a 
borstal boy wrote to his mother 
"DtlM Mum, We get a Sunday 
dinner here every day of the 
weel,". Having regard to society's 
attitude to the individual, who is 
either 11 burden or a threat, it 
would have been miraculous had 
pl'isons been botter than they 
were. 

The concept that the individual 
is important ha,> received scant 
and intermittent attention, Not 
until ] 944 was the way to higher 
education opened to all those who 
might benefit from it. We had to 
wait until 1919 for the formulation 
of the positive yet nebulous 
declaration of purpose as contained 
in No.6 of the Prison Rules. The 
borstal system had long anticipated 
this declaration and so, too, had 
the first tentative modifications of 
the prison system. 

The difficulty is not one of 
intention but the practical one 
of how to give effect to tho 
intention. Mr, Howard makes 
certain recommendations. TIe 
himself is !II Social Science grad
uate and sees the improvement of 
the Prison Service in the recruit
ment of Social Science graduates. 
They have never been f'xcluded 
but for the greater part they 
prefer to deltl with prison problems 
u,t a Ilistu,nce. Social workers are 
generally reluctant to work in 
pl'isons, possibly because they soe 
little scope for their work in a 
strongly hierarchical structure, 
I\ml feel that their aspinl.tions l'un 
coun tel' to the popular aims of 
imprisonment. Yet paradoxically 
they are much more likely to 
achieve an easy gratification in 
the exercise of their skills and to 
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receive the gratitude of their 
clients against a background of 
harsh impersonal discipline. In a 
situation of permissiveness they 
are likely to encounter tho same 
difliculties that will beset a prison 
staff who, having been required to 
surrender the easier methods of 
preserving their authority, have to 
deal individually with the aston
ishing variety of selfish behaviour, 
not as the case-worker would have 
it, in a tidy clinical situation, but 
continuously througlJOut the day 
in situations of conflict. Mr. 
Howard would like to see better 
buildings, the provision of more 
useful work, improvements in the 
training of staff, and balances his 
argument for decentralislttion by 
suggesting the ltddition of more 
specialists to the centml adminis
tration. Ho Itdds the familiar 
nrguments for an increase in 
prisoners' earnings, better after
care, more research. And what 
Itbout trelttment and training? Mr. 
Howard understandably has little 
to say about this. Criminality ha,s 
no specific caURO, lends itself to no 
precise £lefinition; its origins lio 
in human nature, its occurrence 
depends upon Eli combination of 
circumstances. Reasonably it mfty 
follow tbftt there is no speeific 
trefttment. 'Ve can offer to those 
in our charge a useful social 
experience in controlled conditions, 
eliminate tho hltrmful effects of 
exclusion f!'Om the community, 
reinforce the intentions fost(lred 
during a period of imprisonment 
by improved ftiter-care. 'Vo shA,l1 
all recognise in this the expression 
of vague hopefulness that charac
terises work in this field. Members 
of the Prison Service will be glad 
to find themselves in generrtl 
agreement with the author of this 

book in yet another expression 0,£, 
generalities. • 

ALAN BAIN'l'O!\: 

PIONEERS IN C~IMiNOL'OGY 
(Library of Criminology No.1) 

Ed. Herman Mannhelm 
Stevens & Sons Ltd. 1960. pp.40Z. 

45s.0d. 
RESTITUTION TO VICTIMS 

OF CRIME 
(Library of Criminology No.2) 

Stephen Schafer 
Stevens & Sons Ltd. 1960. pp.130 

25s.0d. 
MESSRS. STEVENS are to be congl.'t1t

r 
ulated in inaugurating the Libr'arh °a 
Criminology. The value of suc -0 
library is that it permits of systelllati

d 
development of the subject a'~b 
enables students to have a link WI Il 
each other. Certainly that has bee d 
so in the case of other studies, a'~b 
more particularly of law. Only WI s 
the regular publication of text-boolta 
did we have the exploration f,~e 
definition of principles. Again, the rS 
is a need, among both practition~ Il 
and theorists for a standard selecdtl~o 
of works which may be expecte 
cover the main branches of the stuaf', 

'Vhile we must welcome' this ne~ 
venture, we ought to he aware of t~8 
temptation to neglect tbose WO

fO which nre not .. text-bookish ". e 
look at another field of studY, ~Jl(, 
may well wonder whether outstandlIl{ 
books like Sabine's [listo/'lI ~. 
Political Theory have become s~10 
stitutes for reading Plato, Arist~(li 
Hohbs, Locke and the other selll1Jl

h6 
political Thinkers. This indeed is t f 
temptation; and we are in dl1.nger ~t 
becoming readers of books ~bo'IJ. 
hooks-Charles Lamb's biblia a btbl l t. 
It may be argued that the great tow 0 

?ook is ~o c~mplete that it leaves 1:0 
lmpreSSiOn 10 the student that. 1: 
need not read the Bource matel'lil g 
on the other hanel, surely Il stroIl 
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