
PRISON SERVICE JOURNAL 6!l 

BOOK REVIEWS-cont. 

~ional treatment predictors (but, of 
,,,ourse,, situat.ions can welJ arise 
",fel'e ,It will be important to lmow 
evlO ,IS most likely to offend, 
i en If DO preventive measures are 
rnUlediately apparent). 

III Despite this one lapse into near
el e~hanical thinking, the Gluecks' 
irnl1lUl that they have made au 
i Portant scientific breakthrough 
b~ 7e~1 justified. Moreover, their 
};Ir 0 

t, Is very readable, generously 
of OV1de<1 with appendices (in one 
Itl \\'hioh occurs a very useful 
de~l~b~tical list of operational 
th olt10ns of predictive fa.ctors); 
tabltext is Iibemlly illustrated with 
not eS-these, although they do 
I'e d~ave the lazy man the trouble of 
tr~ lng the text (which is almost 
JuvG o~ the tables in .. Unravelling 
lll,entle Deliuguency"l) are ad
fl~~~LIe as summaries of the main 
th logS, This work, together with 
'Vh,~~l1nnheim-Wilkins study, with 
llal'I,o it obviously invites com
a 1Son, Muld provide the bllSis for 
('ltlll~n?l practice which would he 

P1r1(\Q,1 rather than speculatiw', 

BERNARD MARCUS, 

llENAL PRACTICE IN A 
CUANGING SOCIETY 

A C't' ",rl, leal Examination of the 
hlte Paper Policy 

C.1I R 
llisut' olph and others 

lle;te for the Study and Treatment of 
", Iliquency. 1960. pp,4S. 3s.6d. 
ol·lJ:IS .. 
th CUITICAT, EXAl\UNA1'ION" of 
lll'~ 'White Paper is an attractively 
llll~~ed ana eltsily handled !ittl£' 
tlli IClttion costing you 8s. Gd. and it 
to :ht, be appropriate in attemptin(( 
bo k"lew it to say something about 

o revieWA generally, as this 

booklet is a form of review in itself, 
Some readers of the PRISON SER
VICE JOURNAL have claimed there> 
were too many book reviews in thp 
first issue; others said book r,eYiewH 
were the best part. So it might ?P 
correct to assume that people In 

this Service are interested in hook 
reviews and that the! are> 
concerned with the quahty and 
quantity of this particular l1art of 
the J Ollrna1. 

Many people helieve that !~ is an 
easy job to review a book. What 
nicer" they asl" "than to sit down 
with a new book, a free copy at 
that rel1d it and then say some· 
thing about it". They think reyiew
ing fulls into two classes, gentlp 
pleasantly written apprecil1tions. 
or acid smart criticisms. Howev(>]' 
it is not the policy of the Journal 
to publish gentlE" putTing, cosy 
comments, nor to produce sharp, 
uncomfortable denunciations; but 
we hope we will not merely writE' 
dull stuft We !tim to tell you !tboui 
hooks which you might like to hur 
01' horrow an<1 then read, nbou1 
others you may never want to buy 
01' horrow (11\ lIch l('ss read) bu t 
about whoso existence you would 
not wish to be ignomnt, and ev('n 
Ithout books you may have trea
sured and l'e-read for n variety of' 
1'el1sons. In particular. we wallt to 
inform you !tbout hooks which nrc) 
relevant to our work. 

Ignoring reviewers who seem to 
make a living by taking in (!IWlt 

other's literary wltshing and con
centrating upon what readers seem 
to want from reviewers, OD£' 
('annot but ngree that the sub-title' 
"critical eXRminlttion" is a good 
indication of what most people.· 
wnnt. They wnnt to have hooks 
examined, and reported upon, by 
people on whos(> ('ritical judgmentH 
they can l'elr. 
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This 45-page booklet amounts 

to the ideal revie". The White 
Paper, (originally published aA 
Cmnll. 645 H.M.S,O.) WftSfL Govern
Illent publication and while it 
lUust have been reviewed by many 
writers it has never received until 
now such concentration of critical 
examinAtion, It is really the work 
of six people. Two of theAe are 
contributors to this issue of the 
.Journal. C, II. Holph talks on "The 
Growth of New Ideas" in the first 
article (nnd nIl six articles WI'1'(, 

I'Cnlly Recounts of lectnrf's which 
were given in JJondon betwN'll 
October 1959 and March 19(30) nnd 
he exphtins how new ideas in ponnl 
treatment ,,,ill flow from thiR 
historic \Vhite Paper and conch\(loH 
"the attitnde of many people, 
Ilecent, intelligent Idndly people 
to this subject is still primitive and 
fear-ridden, l'hey Reo it in bhtCl< 
and white, crime on the one side 
nnd punishment on the other, but 
never a hint that the two might 
haye common characteristics, Such 
people must seem, sometimos, totally 
immovable", but, hn nalls, it is the 
task of the reformer and the propa
gandist, a self-assumed and certainly 
not too popular tltAk, to move 
them, lndol'd, MI', Holph mnlws 
Hcvernl now Ruggestions or at any 
rllte if! very properly critical of 
Rome of tho old interpretations of 
('riminal nml penal fltcts, lIe haR 
Romething to slty about poverty Its 
the cause of crime and Itsks us to 
re·examine the assnmption thn,t 
Jltrceny is the outcome of povel·ty. 
He asks why it is thought that the 
most startling aspect of the crime 
incrense is that it occurs Itmong 
the nge groups sixteen to twenty
one yea I' oIds, 'VhP.l'o I,lso he 
demands, should we expC'cL to tind 
it than alllong the young lind 

adventurous, "Wouldn't there be, 
something very odd, not to fiM', 
startling, about It similar increase, 
sny, among the sixty-six to Reventl' .' 
one year olds?" 

This introduction of new Wells 
I1nd the re-examination of old oneS 
is to be noted in the essay by !lifO 
Gordon ROAP, author of "50 

, " Dorstal Doys", who, nfter not1n .. 
the changing conc('pt of the DC'tc~; , 
tiOll CentrC's Hnrl querying the of 1 
repented and too rarE)lv elahorll>tel 

phmAe "short sharp sl;ock", pasfiC~ 
on to bOl'Rtal aRking "'Vhere is the 
fmnily group horstlLl, tlw forcfitl:Y, 
camp borAtn,l, the therltP(>!Itl~ , 
community borAtal? Indeed whO 
about the hostel borRtltl whe!,e. 
everyone workA in indul';t,ry find the: 

, ) 'I' Ho}f-governing hOl'sLl1l W ltll" 
nobody is forcpd to work Itt »Il h' 
Mltny workers in borstltls wou! 
Itgree with him that whilst the~1' 
plans may be impl'ltctical thero IS 

little use "fic1dling with the lengtb 
of sentence and range of offenderS 
without at the> !'ame time illtl'Cli 
clueing (ltr more initiativC' Itll! 

flexibility into the system," 
"PrisonR of the Future" is I~ : 

fascinating subject f~r 1\1iss Ali()~ , 
Bacon, Memher of Plulin,ment ff~. 
It Lel.'us constituency sillce 19 l' 
nnll Opposition spokesmltll 0

1
, .. ' 

Home Office 11ffail's, Her profo~~,' 
Rionlt) experience ns It tencher \' 
obvious here for she has tal\t'n ~ . 
careful stock of tho situlttioll, )}lIlt.·: 
It thorough sel11'ch of the ,Vh1 I 
Paper (ltud many other Acts 11fl't 
historical <lalta) for rele,'8 11 r 
information all(l prosented ~1(l 
findings in It clear lllu1 cbnll('nglr~ 
fOl'm. Hot' main critic.ism of t 10 
White Puper is not that it fails t t 
l'('('ognise tho pl'esent llel.'ds, 1111 

tl~nt it treats sneh urgent mattc~. 
wlth complarency /tnd lad' 0,,, 
imagination, "All this will coflt , 
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~l'e t It deal of money hut the lit, ' , 
,,/,:ncy is aceept('(l," Bays the 
n hlte Paper, hut Miss Dacon is 
t ot k~~tis1ied with that. If this 
~rgellCY is officially ndmitted then 
It Ie !tsks Why ItrE.' no adequate steps 
1\~llal'entlY being taken. She i>l(Iuite 
(' Itlnllnt that the Optm Prison 
Xlltll'illlent should lip pxt.pnded. 

1l0rl~r~ing from tllC' zeal of the 
Itl(altll-I'efol'Uler the reader will 

IIcxt ' lr tneet Dr. Terence Morris ( like 
ilisl.'· nolllh 111so nppearing III this 
'\Vitle). TIl(' politician i>! concel'lled 
Ill." I tll(! >!oeial implications of the 
\V 18111 problem ItS they afTect til(' 
} (j~' a of 1','(>(\<10111, lIu t the >!ocio-
1~g~8t COlnes right into pl'isons und 
st~~S !~t all of LIS, prisoners nn(l 
rl'll !thke, with 0. tro.ine<1 eye, l1ud 
!lh orts 011 us sometimes with It 
thftrpnesH we may not like. Yet 
th:~e is truth in his conclusion 
Ine to somo extent we are nil 
tr ,moel's of the prison community; 
is ug l , too, in the statement that it 
lll'i Ie officers who are the "real 
leg sonN's on whom the nrchitectural 
l)el~cy of the nineteenth century 
tho s no less heavily than upon 
In fle who have been made unwilling 
ltsllibers of the commnnity." Here 
tion "om the poJit,ician, is l'ecogni
I'e!! that huildings, staff, nnd 
)ll.tltl'eh al'e the main lw(!dH of the 
IlllyROn Service to-day. Miss Bacon 
~lo ~ .1'10 quite definitely; and Dr. 
Sllb~rlS sketches in his demands in 
lIo\ e nnd even symbolic fashion. 
"0 IV delightful it is to read of 
Om\'(\l'nors and SE.'nior "Medical 
Or Cet's as princes and prelates," 
tl of the merclutnt hanker role of Ie I 
11101 I/\,rons. IIf'1'C is l'esoltl'ch in It 
eit ( ('I'll l'f\ltdnble form. Dr. Morris 
DI,/,Ii Gl'cHhnlU Sykes' words "The 
th soner is the unwilling monk of 

e hn'ntipth c(-'ntu)'y". Surely it 

was an English Prison Commis
sioner-Sir Alexander Pat.el'son
who first observed, over twenty 
years before the appearance of 
SykeH' "The Society of Cnptives", 
that "a prison is u. monastery of 
men unwilling to he monks". Those 
who \\'ork in Ill'isons must ho 
plll'donpd the fpeling that (o;ome of 
the discoveries of social scientists, 
{',g, D,', Morris's revelation thnt 
priso11 officers "nre (o;ollwtinH.'s 
('ynieal" --- nre little mom than 
t'amilhtr facts dressed in lWW forms 
of words; nevertheless tlwy IU'{' 

pleasant forms Ilnd might do 11 

hetter public relations job for tIw 
Prison Service thnn tho too often 
l'c}watpd phrltHeS about detel'ren('(', 
\'ptrilllltion awl l'(lfol'llIftt)ion. 

Mr. Frnnk Dawtry, Genel'lLl 
Secretary of the National Associa
tion of Proluttion Officers for many 
years, and one of the first welfam 
omeer8 in tho prisons (long before 
the 1-Ittxwell Report was published) 
stresses the problem of lofter-care. 
Here is It reusoned account of tho 
llUrposes of after-cltre, the snag!! 
and difficulties met by everyone 
Mlsoeiaied with it, and once again 
putting forward new ideas. The(o;o 
are perhaps more likely to interest 
Probation Ollieers than t.he prison 
staffs, but in view of Uw closo 
association between the prison 
welfare otllcer and the Probation 
Service it will not do any harm for 
prison oflicillls generally to find out 
whllt tho" outside" soeinl workel' 
thinks ahout liS, It is interesting 
to see how Mr. Da.wtry emphnsises 
the need for voluntnry bodies to 
continue their work in helping 
(lisclmrged prisoners oven Itt tho 
time when the extension of statut
ory after-caro might hav(l been 
thought likely to diminish the need 
for voluntary work. '('hiR if! not u 
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" new" idea-it is un old one which 
needs fairly frequent airing. 

The criticn,l examination of the 
White Paper ends with Dr. Peter 
Scott's" Psychiatric and Psycho
logical Aspects ". Dr. Scott, Con
sultant Physician at the Maudsley 
Hospital and visiting psychiatrist 
at Brixton and the L.C.C. Remand 
Homes, first praises the "White 
Paper's reference to research and 
says that we cannot he too grateful 
for such statements "which only 
n few years ago would scarcely 
have been dreamt of in an official 
statement of policy". He luts some 
new thoughts on classification of 
offenders, nnd various anti-social 
personalities are described in It 

clear, graphio style. The layman 
can read these descriptive pltssages 
with profit. In an attempt to define 
the modern meaning of .. training .. 
Dr. Scott makes It number of 
references to the contribution of 
stuff and suggests that it is going 
to be difficult to deal with the 
.. trainee" Itnu train Itway feelings 
of Itnger and resentment unless lw 
has any to dny contact with staff 
who he feels are friendly and 
interested and prepared to let him 
tnlk. Finally, nl'! Mr. Rolph began 
by asking for n change in public 
opinion so Dr. Scott says" would it 
be too much to nsk that the 
community's attitude to crime and 
its capltcity to change that attitude 
might also be investigated ?" 

After reading this booklet many 
times (nnel it deserves snch treat
ment), one cannot but describe it 
as Itn excellent piece of critical 
work, deserving It wide sltle to 
prison and borstal staffs. 

MAIm WIN8TON. 

FORGOTTEN MEN 
Merfyn Turner C,,' 

The National Council of Social Service. Ipc, ' 
1960. pp.91. 5s. ad. 

THE PATTERN OF falling leaves?!l 
the brown cover is sadly symboliC. , 
In fact, the prevailing atmosphere 
of the Common Lodging IlouS? 
(sometimes, euphemisticall).~ 
'Hostel') is one of incipient deca). 
of failure nnd hopelessness. Failure 
not merely by individuals, but 0 
society which allows these hum.ll~ 
equivalents of the Municipal I 'tIP 
to exist. It is a disturbing picture, 
and a poignant revelation of ~ , 
little-known pr'oblem-ol' perpI1P'" 
one should say, of a part of ,OJ 

problem. 

The nuthor is familiar to lllaf'; 
for his achievement", in ho~ d 
work of a very specialifled klll.' 
and as a sincere Rnd lively spel1kC;; 

It wnli It pleasure, therefore,. /l 
discm'er in Jdm a prose style wh~~b 
loses nothing by comparison Wi J'\ 
his othel' talents. .. Forgotte'/l ' 
Men II is as well-written ns it I, 
worth reading. Commissione(~ ~~ 
the Gulbenkian Foundation, It ILl 
.. n research into the mental lltl t 
physical needs II of the residPnts °e 
London lodging honses. There /lrd 
some twenty-five of these, all! 

"Domino TJodge," where most 0t! 
the work WitS done, is one of ~b g 
largest, 11 place cfI,pable of provid1ll , 

600 beds a night. 
Under the hending .. Residents;;.' 

~r .. ~Ilrner gives,us a collectio~tJ , 
l11dlVldunl portraits of IIogltrth1!\ J ' 
shrewdness nnd diversity, II;tI 0 '. 
shares with us the slightly horrll1 r 
quality of his first impressions. nt · 
here in the flesh (and much 0 IJ : 
bug-infested) is that good ,~/ 
cliche" the dregs of humanity. ,. 
the tramps, alcoholics, petty crl~. • 
inals and general ne'er-do-we , 
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