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BOOK REVIEWS--cont. 

" new" idea-it is un old one which 
needs fairly frequent airing. 

The criticn,l examination of the 
White Paper ends with Dr. Peter 
Scott's" Psychiatric and Psycho­
logical Aspects ". Dr. Scott, Con­
sultant Physician at the Maudsley 
Hospital and visiting psychiatrist 
at Brixton and the L.C.C. Remand 
Homes, first praises the "White 
Paper's reference to research and 
says that we cannot he too grateful 
for such statements "which only 
n few years ago would scarcely 
have been dreamt of in an official 
statement of policy". He luts some 
new thoughts on classification of 
offenders, nnd various anti-social 
personalities are described in It 

clear, graphio style. The layman 
can read these descriptive pltssages 
with profit. In an attempt to define 
the modern meaning of .. training .. 
Dr. Scott makes It number of 
references to the contribution of 
stuff and suggests that it is going 
to be difficult to deal with the 
.. trainee" Itnu train Itway feelings 
of Itnger and resentment unless lw 
has any to dny contact with staff 
who he feels are friendly and 
interested and prepared to let him 
tnlk. Finally, nl'! Mr. Rolph began 
by asking for n change in public 
opinion so Dr. Scott says" would it 
be too much to nsk that the 
community's attitude to crime and 
its capltcity to change that attitude 
might also be investigated ?" 

After reading this booklet many 
times (nnel it deserves snch treat­
ment), one cannot but describe it 
as Itn excellent piece of critical 
work, deserving It wide sltle to 
prison and borstal staffs. 

MAIm WIN8TON. 

FORGOTTEN MEN 
Merfyn Turner C,,' 

The National Council of Social Service. Ipc, ' 
1960. pp.91. 5s. ad. 

THE PATTERN OF falling leaves?!l 
the brown cover is sadly symboliC. , 
In fact, the prevailing atmosphere 
of the Common Lodging IlouS? 
(sometimes, euphemisticall).~ 
'Hostel') is one of incipient deca). 
of failure nnd hopelessness. Failure 
not merely by individuals, but 0 
society which allows these hum.ll~ 
equivalents of the Municipal I 'tIP 
to exist. It is a disturbing picture, 
and a poignant revelation of ~ , 
little-known pr'oblem-ol' perpI1P'" 
one should say, of a part of ,OJ 

problem. 

The nuthor is familiar to lllaf'; 
for his achievement", in ho~ d 
work of a very specialifled klll.' 
and as a sincere Rnd lively spel1kC;; 

It wnli It pleasure, therefore,. /l 
discm'er in Jdm a prose style wh~~b 
loses nothing by comparison Wi J'\ 
his othel' talents. .. Forgotte'/l ' 
Men II is as well-written ns it I, 
worth reading. Commissione(~ ~~ 
the Gulbenkian Foundation, It ILl 
.. n research into the mental lltl t 
physical needs II of the residPnts °e 
London lodging honses. There /lrd 
some twenty-five of these, all! 

"Domino TJodge," where most 0t! 
the work WitS done, is one of ~b g 
largest, 11 place cfI,pable of provid1ll , 

600 beds a night. 
Under the hending .. Residents;;.' 

~r .. ~Ilrner gives,us a collectio~tJ , 
l11dlVldunl portraits of IIogltrth1!\ J ' 
shrewdness nnd diversity, II;tI 0 '. 
shares with us the slightly horrll1 r 
quality of his first impressions. nt · 
here in the flesh (and much 0 IJ : 
bug-infested) is that good ,~/ 
cliche" the dregs of humanity. ,. 
the tramps, alcoholics, petty crl~. • 
inals and general ne'er-do-we , 
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~Ollle stay for a night, or two, some 
ave no other home. For the most 

part they are suspicious of enquir­
leds, but in confidence some will a ' 
h nllt that by coming here they 

ltve lost their last shred of self­l'e 
t spcct; others merely sit and 

~ a:e into space, and scratch, 
ondlfferent, But there is hardly 
<l ne Who entertains the remotest 
thsrce of warmth for the place 
a at houses him. For the finest 
nd cleanest of lodging houses (and 

~Ollle are alarmingly clean) is as 
L~1'sonal to its lodgel's ns any Main 
nIne Station, and there is simply 
tl? bclonging to it, This is the 

agedy of Domino Lodge. 

th J:l1'Obably about a quarter of 
lois~ Ulen are habitual criminals-;­
I SIng house staffs tend to put It 
t~,er than this but it is charac­
II erI:tic of thei; attitude not to 
pe~ to know too much of clients' 
()dl~a~e affairs. Many of the 
l' dltlCS Who drift in and out are eCOrf ' d th onlsable prison types, un er 
Ce e Whiskers and grime, and a 
q,l'tain nostalgia for prison is 
f~lcernible, where at least one is 
iij ( and clothed and cared for, It 
\V Cleal'ly a hostile and difficult 
to°r1d that turns n man's steps 
Itr\Val'ds tho lodging house, Most 
"A

c ~n some form or other of 
Pl'eSSlstance," the word is always 
I.ltt Sent like a black spell, never 
\Vitired in gratitude, and rarely 
om ~out imprecations, N. A, B. 
f1' Clu.ls may deny it, but "the 
ad~quenCy with which the '~o 
Il,p ress_no assistnnce I compln.mt 
th Pears Ulakes it unlikely that all 

e cOlllplaints are false," 

e1eht1" 'l'urner does not make it very 
ar It" ·t" and lOW long he spen on Sl e, 

ho\ Under what conditions, nor 
v closely he himself became 

involved in tbe day-to-day activi­
ties of the place, and one feels 
there is a good deal le,ft u~said 
which would have been IlIum mat­
ing. About lodgi~g hou~e staffs, for 
instance. There IS a curIOUS detach­
ment about parts of the study, a,s 
if the observer had somehow been 
watching it all through a glass roof, 
rarely descending to floor level 
nnd physical contacts-;-except, of 
course with the men mtervIewed 
in det~il. As Mr. Turner is not this 
kind of observer, one can only 
assume either that he was held at 
arm's length by the administration, 
or that he was puzzled to fin? a 
common language of commUDlca­
tion. Perhaps it was a little of both. 
There are certainly passages where 
he is obviously straining charity 
to its limits to avoid downright 
condemnation of an attitude, an 
obtuseness of outlook. 

Not that all the informants are 
obtuse and hostile-the Super­
intendent who "told me to get out, 
because he said, I was trying to 
teach him his job" was in a minor­
ity of one. There is generally no 
lA,ck of kindness we are assured, but 
there is a vast indifference to the 
real needs of these men behind the 
masks of sloth and indigence, a 
lack of understanding, a "rElluc­
tance to accept that their lodgers 
have problems." And "when all the 
debts have been acknowledged, . , 
the term social service applied to 
lodging houses remain~ a me,l'e 
euphemism." To tho tramed sO~lftl 
worker there must be somethl~g 
appalling in this weary,. futIle 
trafficking in beds and meal-tIckets, 
something demented in the 
mentality which looks o~ ~ full 
house nightly as nn end m Itsel.f. 
Some superintendents and theIr 
Itssistants see this, perhaps, ~)Ut 
in the end it is less frustratmg 
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to find one's satisfactions 
in .. improvements "-white-tiled 
lavatories replacing Victorian 
glazed brick. .. There is no 
indication that to make men 
feel wan.ted it may be ncces8ary to 
become wvolvell in their troubles 
a~~ difficulties, and their often 
pItIful attempts to turn failure into 
success." Crime, lor instance is 
"not so mueh the first choic~ as 
the last . . . the last link in a 
chain of factors over which they 
had but incomplete control." 

Involvement, we m'e made to 
feel, is the real issue-and surely 
not only ~or lodging house keepers? 
These fallures, theso grossly inad­
et} unte personalities, says the 
author, are quite simply inenpable 
of adapting to the demands of 
modern life, of forming attach­
ments 01' putting down root!'!." 
~Vhy? There is no ('asy nnswer. 

Tho day of single Ol1uses has 
passed . , . the variations in 
human personality are infinit(', and 
neyor more so than when we IU'(' 

dealing with defective adaptability." 
Perhaps then there has been 

too much seeking after causes 
~,oo llU1ny triumphant cries of 

Eureka!" from political platforms 
and SOCilLI science fftculties alike, 
when the truth is somewhat sim­
pler. Mayhe we need to get fi little 
~nol'o involved with our Bubject, 
In a perfectly personal, human 
w?,y-with insight and lL plan, but 
~Vlth wfLl'mth of feeling too. Here 
18 11 problem which Twentieth 
Century science, economics and 

," 

Welfare State lllwe so fat' flti1ed to 
tltckle any more effectivelY t!Jl1)1 
Nineteenth Century" cllttrity" ~ia. 
Certainly the denizens of DOIlll11, 
Lodge stand in desperate ncea 0 
something less tangible than nlCll!' 
tickets and clean beds (to be 
vacated by 8.30 a,m.). Social ellsc' , 
work grows ever more clinical 6 111 
objective-:-doe,s there perhapR teJl(t 
to grow \nth It something almos 
I1kin to 11 phobia for the 11l1l111111 . 

touch? ' 
Comparisons with NOl'lll~l1 

House were of course inevitl1ble If 
this study, Rnd excusable, thoug I , 
modestly enough disguh;;ed. Tb

e
• 

need, in economic terms, is fO: ' 
official recognition of this dretll?t ' 
syst<>m ItS the wastt'ful businesS; 
is, and the determination to pl'ovi( e 
smaller, more positive units, WhCI~ , 
some ltttempt to stop thiR huJl11l . ; 
rot would be possible. And {Ol • 
suitably C}lmJified people (i.e. peo~'): . 
who unde1'sianrl, which imp'he~ 
thRt they both know and cal'e) to 
u~dertake the work. HOURes of lOa 
nug.ht be pmcticnbIe, sixty WOl1!)1 . 
ho Ideal. And this is after nIl, 1 . 'h r hne with current thought in ot ~ . 
fields-notably on prisons. There I;: 
vcry mueh more ill .. Porgottc f 
Men" than thiA sketchy outline 0 '; 

its theme snggests, especially {l'°rJ' 
the nngle of rechtmation. It shotl d 
h~ rel\<1 by all who nrc COllce~net.' 
WIth the prohlem of soeiltl readJt1B,t ' 
ments, Itnd ono must hope th/tt 1, " 

may not p£tSS unnoticed either b)r . 
those who hold the pnrse-strings 0 
local government. ," 

DAVID ATKINSOr!· • 


	PSJ-V1-2_072
	PSJ-V1-2_073
	PSJ-V1-2_074

