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Dickens and Prisons (2) 
'PHIS SECOND SELE TlON from the original illustmtions to tho worl,' 
oC Charles Dickens dl'aws o~ both his ~n,di s~ and one of h~~ htst ,b~OJr~ 
Sketches by Boz, the oatilost, con Lom lllS celebrated A VISIt I 
Newgate ", Unfol'tunfttely George Ol'lliks1mnk did not ilIustrn,te till' 
pn,rticulltl' sketch and the picture l'epWdllCcd he1'c, n,lthough l'elev!1,nt t~ 
OUL' subject, is Dot one of his best. The other fOllr pictlU'es al'e the WOl',; 

of Phiz (n, K. Browne) who, beginning with the Pickwick papc,O 
(183Ci-7) was to continlle to illustrAte Dicke'os' work for the n~xt fr 
yeal'S; A Tale of Two Oities (1850) being tIl last novel on W'l11c11 , ~, 
waH emllloyec1. The intrusion into th lattel' half of a comedy lI ~\c 
Pickwiek of I;ome grim prison sc nes deserves comment. E en in t hla; 
th gayest of his works, Dickens was unable to forget his childhOo,l 
anguish and humiliation dlll'ing his fn.ther's impl'isonment. But the\'o]!';' 
no oppressi 0 misery about these pas ages and the material is skilftt J 0 
woven into the plot. It W,~B Edmund W.ilson, the American critic, WIt 
first pointed out thn.L during t11. months of Mr. Pickwick'l; impl'isonlMI~) 
in the Fleot whel'(, , good many of the oth£'l' chul'ttCtors in tbo stol 'r 
joined I,im, tho wholo book "cl epens with 11 ncw dimcoRioo 0 

O?,1li7cshanlc's" Tn l/if' Locle-Up House" ( 1t1'.9itor, l1w/. Clta7lcel'y L(IIIC) 
From Sketches by Boz 
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Phiz's" .lIrs. fllll'drli f'lIcolmll'l's .111'. [lic/.·wick in till' ['/'Ison" 
('['he Fleet) 

From Pickwick Papers 
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Phiz's" Di covery oj lingle in the Prison" ( The Fleet) 

From Pickwick Papers 
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Phiz's" Liti!p J)nrrit Etnl'rqina from, thl' T'ri.'nn" 
( The Marshalsea ) 

From Little Dorrlt 
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~(' , 

hl~'I~~lHn('f:S", l!widenllllly 811m Wdl('1"H ('ol11m nL all (he suhj \·L of 
III; ~)~ISOl1lllellL is nppmlite p\, n to-dn.y: " "II tell JOlt woL it is, il'; them 
it; ,I~ Ithnys I), idlin' in public hOllHC\H it don'L dnmnge n.tall. and Lhem IlS 
I'l'o,t Vlt ,R It ",ol'kin' wr11 they !tIl, it onmng('s too lI1uch", TIle pi ·ttlt' 
~'o 11l Ltltle Don'it AhoWA 11 t' till rl'sillg fl'OIll Ilw glllp through \\ hich th \ 
lb ll;g })ic'k('ns llims If ]llUls('(l mall' I inwH "h II "i"ilillg' llis family in 
ill ~ , 11\l'Hhnlsc'II, 'rh HlIbj('('L f thr n xl pic'llll'(, Dr, Mallett. \ immm' cl 
('it!IH BIIHtillC' cell, is n, lll'Ofounclly impol'tant Hymhol in A Tale of Tzco 
ltr le~ \\lIic'h, F;ij:lnj(jcHnUy, Didwns originally intellcl('(l to 'nLit l(' 
Pilla, lcd to Lifc, 1n Grcat E,rpcctatiowi, his IIIHL ('olll]11de no\'el but one, 
til 111\;h('<1 in l h foil wing Y III', he WI s to tUI'11 011(' ngn in fOl' t h ' IltsL 
('1111

(' to the ubj C't of imlll'iROll 111 en t. 'f'11(' C'ollvid MngwiLch is It C'enLml 
~~II'nct(oI'; Itnd holh JnggC1'8 1111(1 \V('ll1ll1ick nl'e fl,(\<]l1 nl yiRilo l'A (,0 

lIo :\gnl(>, H('(,0111 pnllicc1 on 0]1(' o('('nsioll by LIl hem of t h Jl H'I, Pip, As 
on llJURtl'ltli n iR Ilynilabl(' it may not h(' inllllIll'oprinL(' l cOllc'lude with 11/ ~r Dic'ken",' bl'iJlinnl, word pidul'('!'\ from OUlL 110\('1. JL is his 
hi ~~ I 'lllli 11 of til l' C'ltllLlIl'C(1MIlf:(\\ ilc'h h('ing 1'(llul'lwc1 nhOlU'Cl 01(\ ] 11111\ 

1(' M(,c!\\uy, 
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" The boat ba 1 l'otul'ned, and his guards wore ready, so wo followed hi01 to 
the landing-place made of rough stakes and stones, anel Raw him 1mb into tug 
hoat, which was roworl by a crew of convicts li.ko himself. No one seeLnO 

surprised to seo him, 01' intel'esteclltl seeing him, 01' gllt(l to see bim, 01' ROl'l'Y to 
see him, 01' spoke a word, except that Romebody in the boat growled as if to dollS, 
, Give way youl' which was tho Rignal for the ~jp of the oar8. By the light of thO 
torcbeH, we saw tbe blac1l: Hull, lying out a little way fL'om the mud of the ShOl'O, 

IiIte a wi.ckecl Noah's Ark, Cribbed and barreel and mool'ed by massive ['UgLY 

chains, tho prison-ship f!eomed in my young eyes to be ironed like the prison t'K· 

We saw the boat go al0l1gf.lido, and wo saw him taken np the Ride and disappo[Ll', 
Thon, tho nds of thc tOI'chcf! W 1'0 1iLmg hiREling into the water, and went out, [La 
if It wel'O all ov l' with him", 

In the CflJS of Abel MagwiLch tlliR was not, as it hapDened, tho end; 
hut COl' many like him iL was, 

H 1ms noL b en onr object in l'cpl'oducing these Dictul'es to induce 
compllwency. But 1,11 l' Imv heen gl'ea.t cha,nges since the dn,ys whon 
Dickens wrote. Some l)lwt of the CL'edH fOl' those changes _1110 1'0 

considerable perhaps th~~n hn.s been recognised - shall Ld go to this rnf~Jl 
who nevel.' fOl'got even in th dltys of biR gren,test slice ss and n,ftluon,~~ 
what it felt like to be one of society's outcasts; fLnd never 10sL the SI 
of. indignation. 

[llliz's "D,'. Manette in his cell" 
( The Bastille) 

From A Tale of Two ities 

G,ff. 
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