It is through the mass media that most of
us hear, see and read about crime in all its
manifestations, whether presented as
fiction or as fact.

A great deal of this complicated media
mosaic is concerned with the commission
of crimes and the presentation of violence.

This often leads to claims of media-
induced ‘moral panics’. Serious claims
are also made (and refuted) that such
imagery provides, at the very least, a
catalyst, stimulating and encouraging
violent and criminal behaviour -
particularly amongst young people.
Indeed, The British Board of Film
Classification has recently commissioned
the Policy Studies Institute to undertake
a study of the viewing habits of at least
200 young offenders aged between 12
and 16 years of age, seeking in particular
their views of screen violence.

A key question, and one that has
generated much debate but little certainty,
concerns causation. What impact might
a diet of violent and/or pornographic
images have on our behaviour? Susan
Bailey, of the Gardener Unit in
Manchester reveals some results of her
recentsurvey of 40 adolescent murderers.
Simon Carey, in a more sceptical vein,
points to the shortcomings of
psychological theory, as well asresearch,
in this contentious field. Jerry Palmer
cautions us to exercise some critical
judgement in our enjoyment of ‘clean’
violence through fiction, whilst Cliff
Sweeney and Tim Pilcher take up the
controversial renaissance of the crime
comic, and the art of Japanese Manga,
respectively.

We begin, however, with Jolyon
Jenkins who offers some mordant
reflections on current crime reporting in
the popular press. Philip Schlesinger &
Howard Tumber provide a timely
analysis of the immensely popular BBC
TV Series Crimewatch UK, and the TV
critic, Victor Lewis-Smith, comments
on the wasted opportunities of certain
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forms of investigative journalism.
Martin Wright reminds us of the
sometimes scandalous treatment that
some victims of crime receive at the
hands of the press. On a different tack,
whilst Stephen Shaw writes about the
task of promoting penal reform via the
media, Paul Ivory shares some views

about the issues involved in journalistic
access to serving prisoners. And finally,
we take a quick glimpse at the News of
the World of April 1870 - back to the
future?

We hope you like it.

Julia Braggins & David Kidd-Hewitt

Each issue of CJM focuses on a special area of criminological
interest. CIM 12 will consider Drugs and Crime.
Contributions are welcome, and will be considered for
inclusion if sent to Julia Braggins, ISTD, by June 18th 1993.
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